Miura and Danicl H. Wiegand who at-
tended to the public address systems and re-
corded the extensive discussions.

Equipment Exhibit at Los Angeles

For what was without doubt one of the
most successful equipment exhibits the So-
ciety has ever organized SMPTE is greatly
indebted to John Olsson, of Houston Fear-
less in Los Angeles, the Exhibit Chairman.
John did a magnificent job in organizing
the available space and in attracting some of
the most interesting displays of new equip-
ment that it has ever been our pleasure to
see at an SMPTE convention.

Credit is due also to the Exhibitors’ Com-
mittee, whose establishment last year gave
the Society this time the benefit of help from
the exhibitors themselves in laying the
groundwork for a successful show. This help

was effective in setting up a schedule of an-
nouncements to Sustaining Members and
prospects; specific suggestions from the
Committee also led to a full-page announce-
ment in the January Journal and, most im-
portant, to the preparation of an Exhibit
Directory, listing the items to be displayed
at the various booths, which was mailed to
all Society members and Journal subscribers
in the U.S. and Canada before the con-
vention. The Directory proved invaluable
at the Convention, too, as a guide to the
Exhibit. It will undoubtedly be repeated at
future exhibits.

Every available booth was reserved well
ahead of time, and there was even con-
siderable competition for the last one, which
in the end was shared by two companies.
The location of the exhibit room, next to the
auditorium where the technical sessions

were held, helped keep the flow of visitors at
maximum volume, and an experimental
evening opening, at a time when no tech-
nical session was in progress, proved such an
outstanding success from the point of view
of attendance that it took the harassed
guards almost an hour to clear the room in
order to close.

Participating companies, whose displays
of high-quality equipment contributed to
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The standard for
the record industry— nationally

and internationally

TWO CHANNELS OF IDENTICAL SOUND QUALITY IN A SINGLE GROOVE

The Westrex 3-Type Feedback Cutter records and
the Westrex 10A Moving Coil Pickup reproduces
two 45-degree recordings of identical sound qual-
ity in a single groove, using a single stylus which
is actuated by two separate sound channels.
The Westrex StereoDisk Recorder, using appro-
priate input circuits, will also cut vertical-lateral
type stereophonic records.

Heating facilities have also been provided in the
recorder for hot stylus recording.

The high quality 10A StereoDisk Reproducer em-
ploys an electro-dynamic, rotating coil movement.

StereoDisk equipment has been ordered by
leading record producing companies in the United
States and other countries throughout the world.

Orders now being filled. For complete information contact:

¥ Westrex Trademark

Headquarters: 111 Eighth Avenue + New York 11, N. Y.
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the success of this fine show, were:

Animation Equipment
Corp.

Associated Industries

Bell & Howell Co.

Berndt-Bach, Inc

Birns & Sawyer Cine

Equipment Co.
Camera  Equipment
Co.

Andre Debrie Manu-
facturing Corp.

Electromation Corp.
(Kinevox)

Electronic Systems of
Illinois, Inc.

Encyclopaedia Bri-
tannica, Inc.

Great Books of the
Western World

Harwald Co.

Karl Heitz, Inc.

Frank Herrnfeld En-
gineering Corp.

Hollywood Film Co.

Houston Fearless
Corp.

Kling Photo Corp.

Lipsner Smith Corp.

Magnasync Mfg Co.
Magna-Tech Elec-
tronic Co.
Magnetic Sound Cam-
era Corp.
Mole-Richardson Co.
Motion Picture Print-
ing Equipment Co.
Moviola Mfg. Co.
Pembrex Theatre Sup-
ply Co.
Photo-Sonics, Inc.
Precision Laboratories
Prestoseal Manu-
facturing Corp.
RCA Film Recording
Reevesound Co.
SOS Cinema Supply
Corp.
Strong Electric Corp.
Studio Supply Co.
Traid Corp.
Unicorn Engineering
Corp.
W. M. Welch Manu-
facturing Co.
Westrex Corp.
Wollensak Optical Co.

Education, Industry News

The Society of Photographic Scientists
and Engineers will hold its annual Con-
vention, October 6-8, 1958, at the Manger
Hotel, Rochester, N. Y. Program plans in-
clude a special group of papers on subjects
related to the International Geophysical
Year. Program Chairman is Jerome S.
Goldhammer, CBS Research Laboratories,
485 Madison Ave., New York 22. Con-
ference Coordinator is Ira R. Kohlman,
Technicolor New York Corp., 533 W. 57
St., New York 19. Approximately 35 ex-
hibitors are expected to display photo-
graphic equipment and developments dur-
ing the Convention. Exhibits Chairman is
Richard Van Steenburgh, Fairchild Cam-
era and Instrument Corp., Robins Lane,
Syosset, L. I, N. Y.

The SPSE was formed in December 1956
(Journal, p. 266, Apr. 1958). The member-
ship is comprised of members of the former
Society of Photograpbic Engineers and
some members of the former Technical
Division of the Photographic Society of
America. The SPSE Conventions are held
annually. This year’s choice of Rochester for
a meeting place is a particularly happy one.
Among the informal activities to be enjoyed
during the Convention are visits to George
Fastman House and other famous photo-
graphic landmarks. —Frank Smith.

The furor created by the Bernstein
Report on the motion-picture industry has
somewhat subsided since its release early
last April, but frequent comments in the
columns of trade papers indicate that it is by
no means forgotten. The 78-page document
was based on statistics gathered and corre-
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lated by Irving Bernstein, Associate Re-
search Historian of the Institute of In-
dustrial Relations, Univ. of Calif., Los
Angeles, for the Hollywood American Fed-
eration of Labor. Copies were distributed to
labor organizations and indusiry officials.
Dr. Bernstein drew only one conclu-
sion: the motion-picture industry as it
was in 1946 is “gone forever.” The picture
implicit in the report was sufficiently
gloomy to bring screams of anguish and
denial from industry spokesmen throughout
the nation. One lesson seen by the Film
Daily (Apr. 11, 1958) is that it is impossible
to refute statistically this or any similar doc-
ument. “If there is any one thing the (Bern-
stein Report) does point up, it is the in-

dustry’s deficiency in the area of trade
statistics. . . ,’’ it stated.

A letter by the AFL Film Council which
accompanied the report suggested a four-
point plan to save the industry “from fur-
ther deterioration.” One of the most con-
troversial of the Council’s suggestions was
for “an American countermeasure which
would operate like the British Eady
plan. . .”” Adoption of this plan would mean
that motion-picture production would be
partially subsidized by the government.

The report takes into account the in-
fluence of television on the motion-picture
industry, especially “the great impon-
derable of the future, the impact of tele-
vision and most particularly the impact of
toll TV,
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The Institute of Film Techniques, City
College, New York, will offer 15 evening-
session courses during the fall term.
Courses in photography, screen writing,
sound and film editing, directing and pro-
duction are offered. Elementary classes are
open to amateurs and advanced courses are
provided for professionals. Registration will
be held September 8-11, 6 to 8:30 P.M,,
in Shepard Hall, 139 St. and Convent Ave.,
New York.

Adult Education Groups and Audio-
Visual Techniques has been issued by the
Clearing House of the Department of Mass
Communications of Unesco. This is No.
25 in the series of Reports and Papers on
Mass Communication compiled to help
adult education groups solve problems aris-
ing from the increasing use of audio-visual
media. The report is divided into five chap-
ters: A Pedagogical Method for Adults;
Group Life; The Group and Its Imple-
ments — Audio-Visual Techniques; Group
Discussion ; Checking of Results, It is avail-
able from Unesco Publications Center.
152 W. 42 St., New York 36, at a price of
75 cents. Among earlier reports still avail-
able are “World Film Directory — Agencies
Concerned With Educational, Scientific
and Cultural Film, ‘““available without
charge upon request;” Catalogue of Short
Films and Film Strips,” “International
Rules for the Cataloging of Educational,
Scientific and Cultural Films,”” and “Tele-
vision and Tele-Clubs in Rural Communi-
ties.” Each of these is priced at 40 cents.

Le Merle (The Blackbird), a film by Nor-
man McLaren of the National Film Board
of Canada, was the prize winner for the best
utilization of color in the Short Films Com-
petition of the World Film Festival at
Brussels. It was also given particular men-
tion for its qualities of humor and imagina-
tion expressed with a great simplicity of
means. We have obtained the following
description from the Film Board:

Le Merle is based on a well-known, old
French-Canadian folksong. It is a cumula-
tive nonsense song about a bird, which, with
each verse, loses a different part of its
hody. . .but no sooner is a part lost than it
reappears threefold; and, as the song pro-
gresses, the lost parts accumulate.

The technical process was: Single-frame
animation of white paper cutouts on a
black horizontal surface, photographed on
black-and-white stock, Eastman High Con-
trast Positive Film, Type 5363. The image
of the bird was extremely simplified and
stylized; the various parts of its body were
made with small rectangular bits of paper,
occasionally joined but more often left un-
joined and kept free from each other to
allow flexibility in animating. The color
backgrounds which consist of holds, pans
and zooms on pastel drawings were shot
separately on Eastman Color Negative
Film, Type 5248. Color release prints werc
made by physically superimposing a high-
contrast black-and-white duplicate nega-
tive of the animation (i.e. a black image on
a clear ground) with the color negative of
the backgrounds.

Cotton: Nature’s Wonder Fiber, pro-
duced by Audio Productions, Inc., for
Cotton Council International, was chosen by
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the Committee on International Non-
Theatrical Events of the Dept. of Audio-
Visual Instruction, National Education
Assn,, for entry at the Venice International
Exhibition, June 10 to November 4, and at
the Edinburgh Exhibition, August 24 to
September 14. Described as a “superb
production,” the film uses time-lapse pho-
tography to show the growth of the cotton
plant and the formation of the cotton boll.
The time-lapse sequences were filmed by
John Nash Ott. The 27-min color film tells
the story of cotton in terms of the agri-
culturist, the merchant, the spinner, the
weaver, the finisher and the textile chemist.
The film contains dialogue sequences: Eng-

lish, Italian, German, Spanish, Japanese
and French. The non-English portions have
titles in English superimposed.

An address on ‘‘Fastax Photography, an
Engineering Tool,” was delivered by
Charles A. Jantzen, President of Photo-
graphic Analysis Co., Clifton N. J., before
the Forum Group of the American So-
ciety of Mechanical Engineers, May 8, in
the Engineering Societies Bldg., New York.
Mr. Jantzen is the author of an article,
“What Is High-Speed Motion-Picture
Photography,” in the Spring 1958 issue of
the Eta Kappa Nu magazine, The Bridge.
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Obituaries

Edward P. Kennedy

Edward P. Kennedy, 62, motion-picture
engineer and inventor, died May 27, 1958,
at his home in Long Branch, N.J., after a
short illness. His contributions to motion-
picture engineering include, among others,
the invention of a system for synchronizing
magnetic tape with perforated motion-
picture film (p. 95, Feb. Journal). He
studied mechanical engineering and design
at Case School of Applied Science and at
the University of Cincinnati. Early in his
carcer he was employed by Westinghouse
Electric Corp. where he invented the oscil-
lating fan. In 1922 he participated in ex-
periments conducted at KDKA Pittsburgh,
the first radio station in the United States.
Later business associations included Con-
solidated Edison Co., Electrical Research
Products, Inc., Bell & Howell, where his
inventions were on the Filmo 16mm mo-
tion-picture camera, and DeVry Corp.
He had a large responsibility in the de-
velopment of the JAN 16mm motion-pic-
ture projector. While employed as an en-
gineer with Electrical Research Products
Inc. he installed many of the early sound
systems in motion-picture theaters through-
out the United States, Later he became
Chief of the Motion-Picture Section, Photo-
graphic Branch, Applied Physics Div., Sur-
veillance Dept., USASRDL, Ft. Mon-
mouth, N. J., a post he held for several
years. Subsequently he was appointed a
member of the Technical Staff of the Photo-
graphic Branch.

In addition to his technical achievements,
he was the author of numerous articles on
engineering subjects. His membership in
professional organizations included the So-
ciety of Photographic Scientists and En-
gineers and the Armed Forces Communica-
tions and Electronics Association.—Frank
Smith.

Oscar N. Solbert

Oscar N. Solbert, 73, Director of George
Eastman House, Rochester, N.Y., and a
retired brigadier general, died April 16,
1958. A native of Sweden, General Solbert
was graduated from the U.S. Military
Academy at West Point in 1910 and in
World War I served overseas with the Army
Intelligence Service. During World War I1
he served first as executive director of the
Office of War Information and later as
Chief of Special Services for the Army at the
Supreme Allied Headquarters in the
European Theater of Operations. He be-



