
The 85th Convention, Miami Beach 

THE THEME of the 85th Convention, Films 
and Teleuision for  Inlernational Communication, 
is an impressive rcminder of the Society’s 
ever-widening area of interest and re- 
sponsibility in a changing world, a re- 
minder which rrcrived special emphasis in 
the ’Thursday Morning Session on “Multi- 
lingual Films,’’ and which was reflected in 
the dynamic approach to contemporary 
problems manifestrd in the Papers Program 
and discussions. 

Although the papers wrrc fewcr than for 
rrcrnt Conventions, they conformed to a 
high standard of quality in content, 
presentation and timeliness. Credit for a 
polished performance and ovrrall eKcctivc- 
nrss of the cntirc program is clue Program 
Chairman Garland C:. Miscnrr, and Asso- 
riate Program Chairman C. Hrndcrson 
Bcal. 

The international intcrrsts of the Society 
wcrr also happily illustrated by the prrs- 
rncc on the Program of membrrs from Ar- 
gentina, (:anatla, Cuba, Ihgland, Italy and 
Mexico. 

Topic Chairmen 
The  Society’s Convention Programs in 

recent years have been drvrloped by a slate 
of subjrct area chairmen who assist the 
Program Chairman and work across the 
Keographic lines of‘thr Papers Committrr 
Kegional Chairmen (p. 247 of thr  April 
1959 Journa[). The  Topic Chairmen for thr  
Miami Brach Convention were: 

Dr. Sydney W. Hrad -dudio-Visual Cnm- 

Dr. John Storr - Cinrmn/r>,qraphy 
Iincoln L. Ihdelrnan, assistrd by Cavcr 

M. Powers ~~ Instrumrnta/ion and High- 
Sperd Photography 

munica1ion.r 

Harold Jones - Laboralory Practice 
Max G .  Kosarin . Multil iri ,~ual Filrns 
Royce Ncmrc . Sound Recording and Rrpro- 

Philip M. Cowrtt . .kondard.r a n d  S/andardi- 

George H. Gill . .Y/udio Li,chtirrg nnd I’rac- 

Glenn 11. Dorsey - 7 i l r i i ~ i o n :  Broadcast 

M. Peter Kcanr . Trlcuision: Filrri Tech- 

John L. Koushouris - Television: Recording 
Willy Borbcrg - Theatres and Projection 

The  Advance Program in the March 
J o u r n a l  was rssentially the Final Program; 
but there were some changes as usual when 
the show went on. Copies of the Final Pro- 
gram are available from Socirty hcad- 
quarters. Changes from it were: 

O n  Monday aftrrnoon’s Laboratory 
Practice session, “Setting up  a Cinemato- 
graphic Department and Color Laboratory 
in Cuba” by Pablo Epstcin was not deli- 
vered. 

O n  Tucsday morning’s Audio-Visual 
Communications Session, the paprr “Pro- 
fessional Motion-Picture l’raining, l iberal  
Education and the Communication Arts 
Curriculum” by A. Nicholas Vardac and 
the related Symposium Discussion were 
cancclcd. 

duction 

ration 

t icrs 

and Intrrnational Fucilitirs 

niques 

O n  Friday morning’s Television Facili- 
ties Session, “A Program-by-Program Bill- 
ing System for Pay TV”  by K. A. Simons 
was withdrawn. 

O n  Friday afternoon in the session on 
’I’elevision Recording a paper was added: 
“The Ampex Videotape Rccordrr and Its 
Performance on Foreign Trlevision Stand- 
ards” by Kurt R. Machrin. 

Format of the Convention 
The  arrangrmrnt made by Chairman 

Miscner for the fewest compromises and 
critical conflicts began with a high-speed 
photography papers session on Monday 
morning. Attendance during the session 
ranged from 110 to 160. Somr wq- 
\ions, depending on the subject, had aver- 
age attendances of 50 to 60; others ranged 
around 100; 250 were on hand lor the film 
Nau/tlus llnder the Norlh Pole; some 400 
heard Gcn. Mrdaris on Monday evening; 
and an average of ovcr I00 attended Friday 
afternoon’s trkvision recording session. 

T h r  traditional (for somr 20 years) Gct- 
Togcther Luncheon was graced by Mitchrll 
Wollson who, from his intrrrsts both 
motion-picture theaters and in television 
stations, addressed the Socicty with prr- 
tinent thoughts on communication, inter- 
nationally and in grneral. The highlights of 
Mr. Wolfson’s message appear on earlier 
pagrs of this Journal. 

In  the aftcrnoon ninr papers cornprisrd 
a session on laboratory practices. 

Major General John B. Mrdaris, Com- 
manding Grncral, U. S. Army Ordnance 
Missile Command, gavr an instrurtive and 
sobering exposition on Monday cvrning as 
to whrrr wr then stood in space. Excerpts 
of his address drr bring planned for later 
publication. Telcvision and newspaper in- 
terest was extensive: the General’s press 
confcrencr was telecast by the thrre T V  
stations in Miami, broadcast by the radio 
stations and carried across thr country by 
the two major wirr srrvices. General 
Medaris forecast at  this timr what later 
proved the trip to and from outer spare by 
the monkeys Able and Baker. 

Guest speaker Mitchell Wolfson. 

Major General John B. Medaria explains 
a point to SMPTE President Norwood 
Simmons. 

A l thou~h  the srriousncss of the Monday 
evening session was wholly in keeping with 
convention tcchniral sessions, thc occasion 
was lightened for a momrnt by the reading 
of a “poem” allegedly written by onr of the 
cnginrrrs working on thr missile projrrt : 

A4rdarrs, Cbn Rrauir and M e  
In  thr missile Kame wr’vr won grrat fame 
The world knows our Jupiter-C: 
And what we’vc done with I:xplorrr I 
Medaris, von Braun, and mr.  

O h  watch our smoke as we go for brokr 
T o  solvc the spacc mystery 
We havr a thirst to be thcrr lirst 
Mrdaris, von Braun, and mr.  

Our skill we prick, wc.’ll trawl widr 
Into spacr so wild and frec 
To the moon, then Mars, then to distant 

Mrdaris, von Braun, and mc. 

When finally wr’vc p1annc.d a spacc ship 

And thry call for brave rncn - two or thrw 
To try first for the moon in that nlrtal 

Call Mrdaris and von Braun - NO‘r hlE. 

Programed on Tuesday morning was a 
third session on high-spccd photography, 
appropriate for this convention held so near 
Patrick Air Force Base and Cape Cana- 
veral. Tuesday aftcrnoon was a new type of 
session, drscribrd below along with the 
Equipment Exhibit to which it was related. 
O n  Tuesday evening a session on cincma- 
tography and projection was thr final trch- 
nical srssion to be held during an evening. 

The  Society’s interrst in education and its 
policy of rncouragrmrnt of its younger 
members were exrmplificd by a paprr pre- 
sented a t  thr Monday Aftrrnoon I.abora- 
tory Practices Session,”Studrnt-Built 16mm 
Positive Film Procr.9sor,” by John C. Stor- 
mont, a student at the University of Miami. 
The  Society’s educational interests wcrc 
also reflcctcd in papers presented at  thr  
Tuesday Morning Session on Audio-Visual 
Communications, held concurrcntly with 
the high-spred photography session. ’Ihc 
Session was especially well arrangrd to pre- 

stars 

that’s manned 

balloon 
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Loris M. Gardner and George Lewin are attentive as!Max 
Kosarin explains the operation of the Multivox recorder. 

sent a comprehensive picture of the various 
directions in which television and audio- 
visual technique arc going. Some of the 
fields of application described in the papers 
include military training, community and 
adult education, and college courses. A 
p a p r  by C. Walter Stone, of the Federal 
Office of Education, on “Education for 
Tomorrow,” analyzed the National Defense 
FAucation Act of 1958 with references to 
concepts of audio-visual communication. 

Concurrent sessions were scheduled on 
Wednesday morning: ten papers on sound 
subjects; tivc papers in a session on studio 
lighting and practices. Wednesday evening 
was devoted to the Banquet and Dance. 

Thirrsday morning’s session, Multilin- 
gual Films, contained four papers and also 
the lilins and demonstrations noted latcr 
below. An intrresting paper o n  “Inter- 
national lJse of Educational Films” was 

Irving Ewig welcomes gueats to the L. B. Rursell Chemida 
Coffee Shop. 

presented by Miguel Pereyra, Telesistema 
Mexican0 S.A., Mcxico City. Sr. Pereyra 
also graciously served as Vice-chairman of 
the Thursday afternoon papers session. 
Thursday afternoon was a session of six 
papers on television film techniques. Thurs- 
day evening was kcpt “open.” 

All day Friday was devoted to telc- 
vision: eight papers on facilities in the 
morning and nine papcrs on television re- 
cording in the afternoon. The final papcr 
described the Ampex Mobile Videotapr 
Recording System. 

Demonstrations and Films 
The live show valucs of a convention are 

important: seeing people, seeing equipment, 
seeing how things have been done and see- 
ing films. Especially important in this rc- 
gard were these technical demonstrations 
and related papers. 

At the Local Arrangements Dinner. Left to right: Garland C. Misener, C. Henderson 
Bed, George Gill, Norwood L. Simmons, Mrs. Garland C. Misener, Convention Bureau 
representative, Mrs. Norwood L. Simmons, Larkin C. Webb, Mrs. Reid H. Ray, 
Charles S. Stodter, Mrr. George Gill, Norman Bean, Denir A. Courtney, Allan Nolte 
(Fontainebleau Hotel), Redstone Arsenal representative, William J. Reddick, Reid H. 
Ray. 
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“ Audio-Visual Communications in Missile 
Training” by Col. H. S. Newhall, Corn- 
mandant, U. S. Army Ordnance Ad- 
vance Guided Missile School, Redstone 
Arsenal, Ala. Col. Newhall gave a special 
presentation with an impressive arrange- 
rncnt of projectors, television units and 
TelePrompTcrs. 

‘..\ High-speed Color Negative Film” by 
Dr. Merle L. Dundon of Eastman Kodak 
Co. was enhanced by the projection of 
demonstration prints. 

“Simultaneous Theater Reproduction of 
Four Languages,” Part I1 of this paper 
showed the use and demonstration of 
Multivox equipment and somc of the 
special films prepared for use at the 
Atoms for Peace Conference at Geneva. 

*..I Mobile Videotape Recording System,” 
a papcr by J. Byrnc Hull and H. G. 
Hummel of Ampex Corp., described the 
full-sized cross-country type bus (Video- 
tape Cruiser) parked at the Convention 
Entrance of the hotel during the entire 
week. Video pictures were shown in the 
Cruiser as they had been made on Video- 
tape while cruising in Miami. 
Also, available for inspection at the Con- 

vention was WTVJ’s television remote 
pick-up van with a full complement of 
cameras and asociated equipment, in- 
geniously installed. 

C. Henderson Beal, Assistant Program 
Chairman, at the Coffee Shop. 



One aisle of t he  Equipment Exhibit, rhowing approximately half of the 41 booths on display. 

Films rcprcscnt an integral and very im- 
portant part of each Convrntion. &sides 
those already mrntioned, a film ft-aturr was 
“Photography of Atlantic’s Farthrst Shores” 
by Ncwman Bumstead of the National Gro- 
graphic Society who gave a nontechnical 
commentary of how he shot the svrtions of 
movies shown. 

A most outstandiny lilrn, Nautrlus lrnder 
flir Pnlc, was specially srheduled Monday 
aftrrnoon. It showed man’s first voyage of 
discovcry under the North Pole. Photo- 
graphed in 35mm Emtinan c d o r ,  it was 

The Ampex Videotape C r u t e r  attracted 
a rteady rtream of visitors. 

produrcd b y  the Naval Photographic 
Centrr. 

Another lilm not schedulcd in the 
printed program was On Tar@, the story 
o f  thc flight test of thr  Atlas AFICBM, 
rourtrsy of Gnvair-Astronaut irs, a division 
of Genrral Dynamics Corp., a 28-min 16mm 
sound lilm in color. 

Motion-Picturc Short Subjects Chairman 
James A. Moses had a full schcdulr of 
appropriatc lilms listed in the Final Pro- 
gram to provide this important part of the 
program for rrgistrants. 

Equipment Exhibits and Session 
The area used for the exhibit was the 

only part of the Fontainrblrau’s ncw con- 
vention facilities that was ready for use 
by the timc the convention oprned, and 
that by the narrowrst possible margin. 
‘I’wo days before the equipment was due to 
he moved in work was being finished on thr 
floor and glaq wa9 going into the windows. 
One rnd of the room, as yet unbuilt, was 
protected Crom the blue Florida sky by a 
tcinporary wall. Yet the combination of 
hard work and good cooperation contrib- 
uted by the hotel management and the 
display company resulted in one of thc 
smoothest-run and best looking cxhibits thr 
Socicty has had. The area was complctcly 
lilled by 41 booths of highly varird and 
interesting cquipmcnt assembled from thr  
U.S., England, Francr, Switzerland and 
Germany. 

The following companies displayed 
rquipmcnt to an audience of more than 700 
exhibit visitors during the week: 

Ampex Corporation 
Animation Ilqui pmr n t ( :or porat ion 
Bcll & Howell (hmpany 
Benson-Lchncr Corporation 
Rirns RC Sawyer Cinc Ikpipment, Inc. 
Camera Equipment Campany 
<:entury lighting, Inc. 
Soci6tE de GCrancc des EtalJlisscinents 

Electronic Applications, Inc. 
Ilight Rcsrarch, Inc. 
Florman & Babb, Inc. 
The Harwald Company 
Hollywood Film <:ompany 
Houston Fearless C:orporation 
Wing Photo Corporation 
Idpsner-Fmith Corporation 
Magnasync Manufacturing Co.  1 ~ 1 .  
D. R. Millikrn C:oinptny 
Motion Picturr Ihtrrprisrs, Inc. 
Moviola Manufacturing C:ompany 
Parornc.1 Illectronics (hrporation 
Prrfectone S.A. 
Prrcision Laboratorics 
Prrstoseal Manufacturing <:orporation 
KCA Film Kccording 
Ko-Nan Plastic & Manufacturing (:om- 

S.O.S. Cinema Supply Corporation 
Studio Supply Company 
Timr Autornatrd Manufacturir.g Co.. 

Unicorn Enginrrring C:orporation 
Vicom, Inc. 
Wollensak Optical Company 
Zoomar, Inr.  

<:inCniatographiques Eclair 

PanY 

Inc. 
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An innovation at this convention was 
the Equipment Papers and Demonstra- 
tions Session, held on Tuesday afternoon, 
at which exhibitors presented ten-minute 
papers dcscribing new equipment, and/or 
demonstrated the equipment itself. Since 
this was thc first time such a session had 
heen arranged, much valuable experience 
was gained in the mcchanics of organizing 
and staging it to the best advantage, which 
should make this feature a more valuable 
opportunity for exhibitors and audience 
alike at future conventions. Great credit 
for improvising and running it ~ o c s  to Jim 
Wassell, of Bell & Howell, who undertook 
the job on short notice, and to Harry 
‘Teitelbaum, of Hollywood Film Co., who 
ably assisted him. 

An unfortunate conflict of dates kept 
Exhibit Chairman John Olson away, but 
the Assistant Chairman, George Gill, and 
thc indefatigable Reid Ray filled the gap 
more than adequatcly and gave the Society 
one of thr finest exhibits it has ever had. 

T h r  G J r r  Shop, an SMPTE Institution 
sincc KCA began it at thr Lake Placid 
Convention in 1350, was sponsored in fine 
style at thc Fontainebleau by L. B. Russcll 
Chemical Co., with Irving Ewig as host. 
It was onc of the best attended hotel sites, 
especially before and after sessions. 

The Miami Location 
At this, the first convention for SMPI’E 

in the southeast area of the US., many 
special benefits obtained. With the inter- 
national aspect a strong one in the papers 
program, there wrrc natural bridgrs for 
local visits. 

When Channel 12 was set up in Havana 
as a color TV station depending exclusively 
on film for its programing, ’Telecolor was 
sct up as its rinematographic branch. Dele- 
gates to the Convention wcrc invited to 
visit thr Havana Hilton Hotel which 
houses the station, by Gaberiel Casanova, 
General Manager of CMBJ-TV, and also 
Telecolor, of which Kaul Amado Blanco is 
Manager. 

Mr. Goar Mestre, President of Circuito 
CMQ, S.A., extended an invitation to visit 
Radiocentro in Havana, including CMAQ- 
’IV. Mrmbrrs who were able to acccpt 
hlr. Mestre’s gracious hospitality were im- 
prcsscd by the excellent equipment and 
up-to-date facilities. Other Havana sta- 
tions, including CMBF-TV, Channel 4, 
cxtendcd similar invitations. 

&fore the Convention, Program Chair- 
man Misener visited Havana and was wel- 
comed by a committee of four: Eduardo 
hlore of Circuito CMQ; Pedro E. Misnrr 
of Siboncy Advertising; Kaul A. Blanco, 
hlanagcr of the Telecolor film laboratory; 
and Pablo Epstcin of ’I’elecolor. 

Besides the University of Miami, just a 
hit to the south, there was Patrick Air 
Force Base several hours to the north. A 
special Post-Canvention tour of the Base’s 
photographic facilities and laboratory was 
arranged by Major General Donald N. 
Yatcs, Commander of the Air Force Mis- 
sile Base. General Gates was present on 
Monday evening at our Convention as a 
special guest of the Society. A caravan of 
hired autos left the Fontainebleau early on 
Saturday for Patrick. The group was briefed 
on the activities of the base by Major James 

Norman Bean, Local Arrangements Com- 
mittee Chairman. 

F. Reid, Chief, Community Relations 
Branch, Patrick Air Force Base, and by 
Major Roy Jarman, Technical Service 
Laboratory. Slides and motion pictures were 
shown of rocket and missilr firings and of 
the plan of the processing laboratory. 

Local Arrangements 
It is an axiom that no Convention can be 

a success without the devoted efforts of 
many behind-the-scenes workers. Although 
the local Arrangements Chairman, Norman 
Bean, had the intangible aid of the Florida 
climate in making this Convention a mem- 
orable one, the intangibles alone would 
have meant nothing without his earnest 
labors. Others who deserve more than a 
word of congratulation for their able han- 
ding of Convention details are George H. 
Gill, Hotel Arrangcmcnts and Asmistant 
Exhibit Chairman; William J. Reddick, 
who was responsible for the smooth run- 
ning of the Registration process; Bert Top- 
pan, who handled Publicity; and Spears 
Mallis, who controlled the myriad details of 
thc Luncheon and Banquet arrangements. 
The famous hospitality of Miami Beach 
was exemplified in the person of Edmund 
Read, Hospitality Chairman. The Ladics 
Program was in the capable hands of Mrs. 
George Gill. Earl Lewis, Local Membership 
Chairman and Auditor Arthur Hertz ably 
pcrformcd their demanding tasks. Projec- 
tion and recording facilities were provided 
by Larkin C. Webb Projectionist Corp. 
Administrative Assistants Ralph Schnee- 
lock, Jr. and Harold Hornstein conscien- 
tiously fulfilled their duties. 

Society Business and Committee 
Meetings 

Convention time is no time for any 
priorities but SMFTE business for the 
Officers, Board of Governors, and standing 
and local Chairmen. 

On Friday evening before a convention, 
the Local Arrangements Chairman and 
the Convention Vice-President call all 
hands together for a run-through of one 
thousand and one items accomplished or 
still open. 

The Board of Governors meets before 
the Convention, usually for a full day’s 
business and usually on Sunday. Reflec- 
tions and results from these meetings ap- 

pear in the SMPTE President’s Monday 
Noon speech at the Get-Together Lunch- 
eon. These reports have been restyled and 
made slightly more formal and published 
in the Journd biannually in recent years. 

Often amounting to almost another 
whole convention by itself is the schedule 
of committee mertings, particularly for 
engineering. Six of the engineering com- 
mittees met at Miami Beach to consider 
technical specifications to be included in 
proposed American Standards and SMPTE 
Recommended Practices. As a result of the 
committee discussions several items of old 
business were resolved and many new 
projects were added to the committees’ 
program of work. 

Besides engineering and standardization 
matters, administrative (especially conven- 
tion and exhibit planning) and editorial 
meetings are manifold. Well attended ses- 
sions wcrc held of the Papers Committee, 
Board of Editors and Publications Advisory 
Committee. About 20 persons joined to- 
gether for the Publications Luncheon on the 
beautiful terrace dining room facing the 
formal gardens of the Fontainebleau. 

SMPTE Test Films 

’rest films planned by the Society’s tech- 
nical committees and produced under the 
Society’s exact supervision are available 
from the headquarters office at 55 West 
42 St., New York 36. Catalogs containing 
brief descriptions of each film are obtain- 
able on request. 

These films are used by manufacturers 
for testing the performance of new equip- 
ment, by television station technicians for 
lining up and adjusting film pickup systems, 
by maintenance men for “in service” main- 
tenance of projectors and sound equip- 
ment, and by dealers for testing and dcmon- 
stration cquipment. 

Films are available in the following cate- 
gories. 

Television - Picture Only, Color or Black- 
and-Whitc 

CincmaScope 
Visual 35mm - Picture Only 
Magnetic - 16mm Sound Only 
Picture and Sound - 16mm 
Picture Only - 16mm 
Glass Slide - 16mm 

Mcmbcrihip Certifiutci (Active and Aaao- 
ciatc memben only). Attractive hand 
engroucd c d c a t u ,  auitable for framing for 
duplay in officu or homer, may be obtained 
by writing to Society headquarten, at 55 
Wat 42nd St., New York 36, Price: $2.50. 
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