
that thrrr was no significant difkrcnce in the 
scores on the exams and yrt the people who 
were subjected to tlie filmstrips got 25% more. 
I t  Seems to mc that is rather signifirant. 

M i .  I h o r k i n :  Wc realized, ofcourw, that this is 
happcning - a little ton latr. T h e  examination 
was so structured that the people w l ~ o  ;ittended 
the lectures would noi sulTer brrausc they didn't 
get as much material. 
Mr. Fried6erg: If more matcrial can I= run- 

veycd to the student by means of the lilmuuip 
than by mcans of the lerture would this not 
make tlir presence of the tracher unneressary? 

M i .  I h o r k i n :  This would tlrpend on the 
teacher. In this particular casc more matrrial 
was presented in the filmstrips. The  conclusion 
based on tlie students' opinion is that this is 
not tlesirahle. There arc indications in otlwr 

cxperiments that you can get more material 
ac ros  by mcans of a lilmslrip than with a 
lecture because it is a mcrhaniral device. 
There is also another thing about the filmstrip 
I'd like to bring out Ilerr. I t  is a mechanical 
device - that thing just goes on and on and on, 
and if you stop to think or breathe at the wrong 
time you might be lost. This is one of the 011- 

jections to these particular Irrtures. 
M I .  Fiitdhei,~: I'vr lwen subjected to the 

same thing many a time by a live teacher who 
pumped information at you so fast that if you 
did stop tosneezc . . . . 

Mr. Duiorkin: Well tlicn you might as well 
have the information on filmstrip. 

M i .  Friedhcrg: That's tlir point I'm getting 
at. The  students ditln't like the medium, but 
nonetheless thry were able to get 25% more 
matcrial. Certainly, the point you made is a 

good one. The  implications arc  very important 
for the use of the sound filmstrip. 

Sol Roshal (PlananninR Kcsearch Corp.) : I'd like to 
suggest that if thc filmstrip is better than the 
teacher or equally as  g ~ ~ d ,  the teacher may 
be using the wronK method of presentation. 
We compare lectures with filmstrips and lectures 
with television h i t  pcrhaps more emphasis 
should be placed on tlir proper use of lectures, 
television and filmstrips and other teaching 
mcthds.  
Wm. L. Brorcktr, (II'MSB-TV, MichiRon Slak 

Um'u.) : Ilave you any trst srorrs on long-term 
retention value of tlic information gotten from 
the film-strips, at 3, 6 or 12 mmtlls? 

Mr. Druorkin: No. Dur to the nature of the 
school and exprrimcntal population this would 
have been very difficult to obtain and also to 
drrive any siqnilir;iiicc. from the results. 

An Experimental Film-Rental Plan 
to Aid Teacher Education Ry EI,LS\VOK'I'H C:. DENT 

The lack of conveniently available sources of supply of good educational films and 
of teacher experience in their utilization restricts the benefits to be derived from 
such teaching materials. Research has established what important contributions 
to classroom teaching can result from the proper use of suitable educational films. 
It is hoped that the data and experience derived from the experimental program 
described in this paper will help to bring about a much wider use of this valuable 
teaching tool. 

ONE or: THE GREATEST deterrents to 
the more general and eflectivr use o f  good 
educational films in schools is the Iiick o f  
teaclrrr experience in film utilization. 11 
is estimated that apprnxirnatcly ?Of);, c i f  

the teachers in the United States havc~ 
had thc benefit o f  training in the iiudio- 
visual field ; furthermore, only a srniill 
perrrntagr of the trachcrs in training will 
gain exprrirnce in using films t o  tciicli. 

Airother imp,rcant factor wliicli lim- 
it.. the more cxtcnsivc use of tc*aching 
films is thc lack of convcnicntly aviiilal>le 
sourcrs of supply. 'I'his is common among 
schools of many t y p e  and is rsprcially 
regrrttable among the institutions which 
arc responsible for the cduration o f  
tear hers. 

Some o f  the colleges and univcrsitic*s 
which devote major attention to trac1ii-r 
education havc film-rrntal libraries t o  
serve the elementary and swoiiditry 
schools i n  their arras of influcncc.. 'I'hrsr 
same films arc usually aviiilatde for use on 
the campus, and such use is cnctxiragrtl 
in srvcral instances. 

A few of these institutions Ii;ivc* filnrs 
which have brrn acquired for Immaiwti t 
us(' in the laboratory school and i n  

Presrntcd on Octohrr 21, 1958, at tlir Society's 
Canvention at Detroit by Ells\vortli c:. Derit, 
Carowel Instructional Films, 65 E. So. \ V a t u  St., 
Cliicaqo 1. 
(Thirpaperrrrriverl in revised form >fay R, 1959.) 

.~ __ . 

do tearhc'r-cduratioti courses. Others 
not own films. but o1)tain them occasion- 
ally from rent;tl libraries. A major prch-  
Icm is communication between thr film 
sources and thcisc who should be in- 
wrested in the tilms. 

'I'herr arc numrrous variations and 
roinbinations o f  these progriims, but thc 
majority of the institutions responsible for 
prrsrrvicc cdttcation of tcachrrs cithrr 
have an inadccluatr rducational film pro- 
gram or no film program at  all. 'I'his 
mcans that most of thr graduate  who en- 
ter tlw tcaching field will have little or no 
rxperiencr with thr rxcellent possibili- 
ties for educational films whcn used prop- 
rrly. 

I t  has been cwiblishcd through rc- 
search that good rducational films can 
make important contributions to class- 
room tearhing. Charlrs F. Hoban. 
James D. Finn and Edgar I)alc* havr 
found that audio-visual materials, whrn 
used proprrly in tlic teaching situation, 
ran accomplish the following: 

( 1 )  l 'hcy supply a concrete lxtsis for 
conceptual thinking and tirncc rcd~tce 
meaninglrw word-rrsponses of students. 

(2) They havr it  high drgrc-c of intrrrst 
for students. 

*"Aitdio-Vnu;il Materl.du," b;ncyc/opcdw of Edit- 
calronal Rewarch, re\ .  ed , I'he Mac mlildn Co , 
New York (1  950). 

____ 

( 3 )  '1'1ii.y inakt* Icaiming more l)(*r- 
iniincnt. 

(4) '1'lic.y oller a reality of exl)c:ricnc.c* 
which stitniilalcs sdf-activity on the part 
of pupils. 

(5) 'I'hcy d i d o p  a continuity of 
thought; this is csprcially trtw o f  inotioii 
pictures. 

(6) 'I'hry contrilmtc LO growth o f  n w m -  
ing and hcnre to vocabulary devclo1)- 
m e n  t . 

(7) 'I'hey provide cxprric-nccs not casily 
obtaincd tliroiigh other materials and 
contribute to thr rnicicncy, depth i tr id 

variety o f  Iciirning. 
It is axiomatic that skills in iiny pI'oc('- 

dure itrc tlcvrloprd through prartict.. 
Accordingly. it is Irighly ctcsiritblr to have. 
good films rc;idily available for use as dr- 
sired especially by thosr in tcxchcr- 
education courses who will be practicing 
professionally its soon its they have. coin- 

pletrd prc-service requirements. 
In  considrration of the acrclrrittctl 

nrcd for scientific training and to extend 
edurational op1mrtunity into tnmy other 
iircits, Coronrt Instructional Films has 
asseinblrd it package of SO f i l m  for 
teachcr education. 'I'licsc have hcen of- 
fered to 11tr1111~crs of the Amcriran Associ- 
ation o f  Colleges for 'l'rachrr Education 
tinder a cooperative plan to: ( 1 )  stip1)Iy 
rertain films for LIW its needed, and (2) 
provide rrscitrch information w1iic.h will 
assist in  planning f t t t u r r  Coroiwt produc- 
tions. 

'I'hc- first thrce lilins in  the Ixtckagr of SO 
trace thr history of education in the 
Unitrd States. 'I'hcsr films were designid 
to help tell the story ofonc ofilic most im- 
portant influences on our American lirri- 
t;tgc. '1'11~ fourth f i lm,  .4udio-I 'isunl .Mu- 

~ 
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Fig. 1. 
teenth century. 

A Puritan reading and writing rchool of the reven- 
(From thc. (:oronct film, Fdr~ca/iorr im Amcrica: 

Fig. 2. 16mm sound projector in uie in a clarrroom. 

Thr 17th atid 18 Cr:rn/ury.) 

teriuh it i  Y'eadiing, presents an overview of 
various types of useful audio-visual ma- 
terials. and includes good utilirirtion 
techniques. 

'l'he remainder of the package is com- 
prised of 8 subjects containing tcacher- 
student relationships in counseling situa- 
tions; 23 films which include claswoom 
situations for method analysis; and 15 ef- 
fective films for various subject areas. 
ranging from lower clcmc~riiarv through 
high school. 

The films supplied undw this plan are 
not limited to use on the campus of the 
coopcrating institution. If the practice- 
teaching program is conducted off the 
campus, teachers in training may use the 
films there. Five teachers' guides arc fur- 
nished for each film to assist instructors 
and trainees in the planning of their uti- 
lization programs. 

'I'he cooperating institution agrees to 
assign to a qualified member of its staff 
the responsibility for keeping these films 
in good condition; announcing their 
availability to all instructors and future 
teachers in preservice cour.ses; handling 
film requests; encouraging the use of the 
films as often as desired; and relaying 10 

Coronet Instructional Films thr reports 
of those who use the films. 

Thew reports arc simple ones, indicat- 
ing the reactions o f  those who see the 
films - instructors and triiiners. All are 

reviewed by the research division of Cor- 
onet for consideration in the planning of 
future productions. 

Black-and-white prints o f  each of thr 
50 films and the accessory materials are  
deposited with each cooperating institu- 
tion for a period of 12 months at  a total 
cost of 8250.00. The films alone have a 
value of approximately $3,100 at  current 
prices. so the nominal rental fee is much 
less than the costs involved. At thc end 
of the year, the films may be rrturnrd at  
no further obligation, or they may bc re- 
iained another year by paying another 
rental fee. 
.b indicated above, this is an experi- 

inrntal program. It will bc rc-virwed be- 
fore the end of the current academic year 
to dcterminr its effectiveness. If the pro- 
gram seems a desirable one for everyone 
concernrd, it may be either revised or ex- 
panded to meet the requirements of par- 
ticipating institutions. In the meantime, 
all who have ordered the films havr been 
assured the privilege of retaining those 
films another year on the same rental 
basis. 

'The response to the announcement of 
this program was immediate and gratify- 
ing. Acceptances came from colleges of 
various sizes, from schools of education in 
universities across the continent, and 
from the Univcrsity of Puerto Kico. 
'I'hcrc arc 45 cooperating institutions, in- 

cluding 5 011 the Pacific Coast, 9 in the 
northeastern states, 25 in the north cen- 
tral states. and one each in Montana, 
Nebraska. Alabama, South Carolina and 
Florida. 

It is interesting to note that such in- 
stitutions as Indiana University. Syra- 
cuse University and the universities of 
Florida. Michigan, Missouri and Wiscon- 
sin -- which already have mmt of these 
films in their rental libraries - -  have 
also ordered this program. This will per- 
mit the lilms in the experimental package 
to be made available for use as needed in 
the laboratory school or in the school of 
education. .Several of the other institu- 
tions own very few films or none a t  all. In 
those instances, the films will provide ex- 
cellent experience in utilization, and 
may develop an appreciation of the val- 
ues to be derived from films which are 
readily acccssible. 

The institutions which are now co- 
operating in this experimental program 
offer a wide enough range to provide 
adequate data for later consideration. 
For this reason, additional institutions 
will not be encouraged to join in this co- 
operative experiment until the beginning 
of the summer sessions in June 1959. In 
the meantime, all available data and ex- 
perience will be used to determine the fu- 
ture direction and expansion of a pro- 
gram to break the teacher-cuturation 
bottleneck in film utilization. 
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