reviewed

Professional Cinematography

By Charles G. Clarke. Published (1964) by
American Society of Cinematographers,
1782 North Orange Drive, Hollywood 28,
Calif. 184 pp. Illus. 84 by 54 in. Pricc,
$7.50.

In Mr. Clarke’s brief introduction to
this book, he explains the approach he used
in assembling the contents: “In my career
of more than forty years behind the cameras
of Hollywood studios, I have studied the
art, and have photographed almost every
type and scene to practice it. It is with the
thought that my observations may help the
young director of photography of the future
that I dedicate the pages which follow.”

And in the pages which follow, which
include 68 excellent photographs, Mr.
Clarke adequately covers cameras, lenses,
film materials, filters for black-and-white
and color films, exposure and equipment

for exterior and interior light control. There
arc chapters on his experiences in meeting
the problems of actual production, such as
camera angles, lighting the scene, special
lighting problems, composition, special
photographic effects, and the cinematogra-
pher’s relation to the filming unit.

All of this material, collected by Charles
Clarke since he became an assistant camera-
man in 1915, is a factual recording of the
way motion pictures are made in Holly-
wood and of the cinematographer’s re-
sponsibility. The book should serve as a
reference volume for every serious student,
or person active in motion-picture photog-
raphy. One must realize, however, that
Mr. Clarke, on his Hollywood assignments,
has had at his disposal every type of
technical equipment the industry has de-
veloped. For the cinematographer filming
a job under like circumstances, or one
whose career has fortunately landed him
in such an environment, this volume is
excellently written.

Your reviewer, who has had forty years
of commercial motion-picture production
experience, feels he should caution young
cinematographers working outside Holly-
wood and New York that the nontheatrical
and TV commercial producer may not
have all of the equipment and ingenious
devices available to photograph the docu-
mentary, travel, factory interior, or sales
film. Mr. Clarke makes a note of this and
believes these fields have been adequately
presented. What is also really needed is a
textbook, patterned according to Mr.
Clarke’s chapters, but slanted toward the

situations the cinematographer meets while
filming the more than 5,000 nontheatrical
films produced annually.

Nevertheless, your reviewer recom-
mends Charles Clarke’s book and con-
gratulates him on his fortitude in “supply-
ing the need” as his students at UCLA
encouraged him to do.—Reid H. Ray,
Reid H. Ray Film Industries, Inc., 2269
Ford Pkwy., St. Paul 16, Minn.

SMPTE Test Films

The Society has available a number of
films for testing projection and sound
equipment in the various fields listed below.

Television—Picture Only
35mm—~Cinemascope

35mm—Picture Only

35mm—Sound Only—Photographic
35mm-—Sound Only—Magnetic
70mm—Test Films

16mm—Sound Only—Magnetic
16mm—Picture and Photographic Sound
16mm—Sound Only—Photographic
16mm-—Picture Only

A catalog containing details and prices
of all the films available in these categories
can be obtained from SMPTE head-
quarters.

The new, long-awaited SMPTE Uni-
versal Leader will be in production shortly.
Details will be published in an early issue
of the Journal.

In stock:

VOLUME 2 OF

Instrumentation and
High-Speed Photography

(SERIES 1))

This latest volume in SMPTE’s high-speed photography reprint series brings up to date an authoritative
record that the Society began publishing in 1949. The papers—many of which have been supplemented
since their original publication in this Journal—cover these topic areas:

Cine Applications Space Technology and Image Sensing
General Instrumentation

Reports on the Sixth International Congress on High-
Speed Photography

Television Applications
High and Ultra-High-Speed Cameras and Techniques

This new volume features a cumulative index for all eight volumes in the two SMPTE
high-speed photography series, and abstracts in French, German and Spanish.
(Volume 1 of Series 1l Is still available at $4.00, with the same discounts.)

Address your order to

Society of Motion Picture and Television Engineers
9 East 41st Street, New York, N. Y. 10017

$5 ) Less 20% to SMPTE Members on
- sgingle coples. Less 25% to all pur-
chasers on orders of 5 through 49 copies;
33 1/3% on 50 copies or more. In New York
Clty, please add 4% sales tax.
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Simultaneous Recording...

PICTURE and SOUND

Magnetic or Optical

FOR YOU!?

AURICON CAMERA

A MODEL FOR For the push-button age!

EVERY NEED!

Cine-Voice...$967.00 & up
(100’ runs 2% min.)

Pro-600 Special...$1295.00
(400’ runs 11 min.)

Pro-600... $1456.25 & up
(600’ runs 16¥2 min.)
Super-1200... $4149.00 & up
(1200’ runs 33 min.)

rn ——————
s aasesanee

=
research & development

sbm\m STUDIOS

INDUS TRIAL .

N E scientific ==

BUSINESS FIlMS

—-—w
laawwr enforcement

FEATURES...

- D Quiet runnmg, self blimped

Push button control with indicator

;:X[:‘{D lights
=25

Full vision viewing of upright image
Large capacity film magazine

- )
’]{v/f Recording picture and sound si-

- multaneously (no editing for law
ﬁ enforcement agencies)

» One-man operation
AURICON PRO-600 CAMERA ) -3 A . .
Write for literature.

All Auricon Cameras are sold
with a 30-day money-back
GUARANTEE and I-year serv-
ilce warranty?

S.0.S. Specializes in Sound-on-
Film Equipment

SO0S PHOTO-CINE-OPTICS, INC.

aund covat suien Ny York home office has moved to..

387 PARK AVENUE, SOUTH
phone( 2353 212) MUrray Hill 9-9150

S.0.S. is easy to find now...centrally
located in mid-town Manhattan. Drop
in anytime, visit with us and see the
| newly expanded headquarters de-
signed for better than ever service.

HLNOS "JAY NUVd

$08 PHOTO-CINE-OPTICS, INC.

East Coast: 387 Park Avenue South
New York, N. Y. 10016 « 212/MU 9-9150

West Coast: 6331 Hollywood Boulevard
Hollywood, Calif. 90028 « 213/467-2124

EVERYTHING FOR THE PROFESSIONAL MOTION PICTURE-TV INDUSTRY
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