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A Message From the Past-President 

UmN T m  COMPLETION oli tny two-year term as I’resi- 
dent of the SMPTE, I atii lcft with many decp feelings 
but the dccpcst and ttiost rcwardiiig of all is the fecling 
that I was fortunate to hold this position during a period 
of great achieverncnt in our Society. I take little or no 
credit for this achievcnient and can lay claim only to 
having been a nienibcr of an cxtremcly large team that 
has worked togcther and will continue to work together 
to bring about an accelerating list of accornplishnicnts 
throughout the years to come. The completion of lily 

two-year term as President concludes eleven consecutive 
years during which I have been an oKiccr of the Society, 
which, with my next two ycars as Past-Prcsident, will 
result in my having been an ofiicer for thirteen years. I 
have not searched the records but I am inclincd to be- 
lieve that thcre have been very few mcmbers of the So- 
ciety throughout its 50-year history that have had the 
rare privilege of serving for so long. 

I have been active in many societies but in notic 
other have I sceii the high degree of cooperation and 
tcaniwork aniong so rnany people and groups as that 
which prevails in the SMPTE. The dedication dcrrion- 
stratcd by our officers and members of the Board, the 
section and student chapter officers and Board members, 
the local and national couiinittccs, backcd up to thc 
hilt by an cxceedingly strong and capable Hcadquarters 
office staff would be hard to find in any other organiza- 
tion. Supporting all thcse activc groups is our nieinbcr- 
ship, now approaching 7000 strong, that provides a 
continuing flood of new talent to take up the task froni 
thcir predccessors. 

It was a spccial privilege for me to havc been Prcsiderit 
on the completion of the first half-century in our Socicty’s 
history, and to know that the Society is a t  its zenith in 
strength through the dcdication of Inany people over tlic 
past fifty ycars. Of cven greatcr satisfaction is the knowl- 
edge that the Society is in a position to achieve much 
greater hcights during the remainder of its first ccntury. 
Throughout thc Society’s history new and strong hands 
have always been availahle and will continue to be 
availablc to attain even grcater goals. 

In ITIY recitation of sotiie of the most noteworthy 
events during my two-year teriii, I shall avoid using thc 
term ccaccotnplishtiierits” because it might imply that 
they wcre brought about by thosc in charge during this 
two-year term. This, of coiirse, is not thc case but was the 
result of many people working togcther for many years. 
In  this recitation I shall also rcfrain from giving credit 
to any individual by name since, to do so, would be uii- 

fair to the many others who havc sharcd the rcsponsi- 
bility. I shall list below a nitmbcr of cvcnts i n  which the 
Socicty showcd progrcss during my term of office as 
President. No attcntpt is made to list thcni in order of 
importance. I n  fact, sottie of them wcre listed i t i  my 
Janiiary 1366 report in tlic .Journal. 

(1) The first coitrscs at thc college level in the Unitcd 
States leading to Bachelor of Scicnce and advanced 
degrees in photographic science and technology 
werc cstablishcd at the Rochester Institute of 
Technology in Kochcster, New York during 1965. 
The Socicty was active in promoting such courses 
and it is hoped that others will be established in 
other institutions of advanced learning. 

(2) The Society establishcd scholarships for study for 
the above dcgrees. So far the scholarships have been 
awarded for study only at the Rochester Institute 
of Technology, but other scholarships will be 
established when other instittitions have similar 
advanced coiirses in the sciences we ernbrace. 

(3) Coincidental with thc color “explosion” which 
occurred whcn tlic television industry moved 
hcadlong into color, our cnginccring coininittees 
cstablishcd temporary standards for color films 
for television broadcast piirposes. At the satrie time, 
thcse committees designed color test films which 
are now being distributcd to industry to denion- 
strate and inipleriient these standards. 

(4) Midway in my term five new vice presidencies were 
cstablishcd in order to promote activity in the 
fivc major interest areas of our Society, natnely, 
motion pictures, tclevision, high-speed and in- 
strumentation, photographic scicnce, and educa- 
tion. I n  this short time, this major enlargctiient of 
the organization of the SMPTE has proven its 
worth, and each of thesc officers has inanguratcd 
programs to advance the work in thcir respective 
areas. 

(5) The public intagc of the SMITE has shown con- 
sidcrable enhancement, to the extent that refer- 
enccs to the work of the Society have been scen 
more frequently than cvcr, not only in the trade 
but in the gcneral prcss. Most of these refcrenccs 
havc not resultcd froni publicity generated by the 
Society, but as a result of the accornplishrnents by it. 

(6) Several innovations were put into cffect during 
these past two years, including the prcprinting 
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of papers prescnted at  our technical conferences 
so that they may be acquired during the conference 
by those desiring them. Another innovation was 
the holding of interim mectings of the Board of 
Governors in Kansas City, Missouri, and Chicago, 
Illinois, with the first niceting in 1967 scheduled 
for Detroit, Michigan. In the past, interim meet- 
ings were held in New York City where Head- 
quarters is located. 

(7) There has been a markcd improvement in getting 
the Journal published and distributed on schedule. 

(8) Although membership growth is not great, it has 
advanced steadily from approximately 6300 at the 
beginning of 1965 to an expected 6800 by the end 
of 1966, or a rate of about 4% per year. 

(9) All four technical conferences held during this 
two-ycar period were record-breakers, thanks to 
the dedicated effort of many local committee 
members and supportcd by oficers and Head- 
quarters staff. Although all four were tremendous, 
the 100th, held in Los Angelcs last fall, was made 
quite special in order to comrncmorate this “cen- 
tury” in conferences and the conclusion of our 
first half-century. In  addition to focusing on history 
and on the future, special honor was paid to many 
pioneers. It, indeed, was a stellar event and perhaps 
the greatest ever put on by the Society. 

(10) I n  1965 and 1966 we inaugurated the proccdure 
of prcsenting Society Awards during the Monday 
Luncheon at  the fall Conference. This procedure 
was used at the 98th Conference in the fall of 1965 
in Montreal, and at  the 100th Conference this 
past fall in Los Angeles. This replaced the past 
procedure of presenting the awards at  a special 
evening session during the week. The new proce- 
dure has proven to be a tremendous success in that 
it lends the dignity to the awards and to the re- 
cipients that both deserve. 

(1 1) The Society demonstrated its international char- 
acter when it presented its David Sarnoff Gold 
Medal Award to Dr. Edward F. de Haan of The 
Netherlands. Its international stature was demon- 
strated also by sending a much largcr than normal 
delegation to the International Standards Organ- 

ization meeting held in Italy in 1965, as well as 
by sending its second delegation to Russia to study 
motion picture activities there. 

(12) This recitation would not be complete without 
making some mention of thc culmination of nego- 
tiations toward merger with thc Socicty of Phsto- 
graphic Scientists and Enginecrs. Aftcr almost six 
years of negotiation between thc two societies as 
directed by their respective governing bodies, the 
special committees sct up for the purpose presented 
proposals for achieving the merger. The Boards of 
the two societics both agreed to put the decision to 
their voting memberships as required by thcir by- 
laws and by the laws applying to such actions un- 
der the statutes of the District of Columbia, in 
which both societies are incorporated. The voting 
memberships of both societies gave their decision 
by voting against mergcr under the terms presented 
to them. In doing so, the nicmbership showed that 
it truly takes an interest in the activities of the So- 
ciety and that it was not convinced of the wisdom 
of merger at the present time under the terms pro- 
posed. 

Although the nicrgcr proposals were not 
adopted, the vote by the mcmbership served a very 
useful purpose in that it brought an end to the many 
years of timc-consuming effort, and also resulted 
in building up a storehouse of information which 
may be useful a t  some time in the future. Further- 
more, closer cooperation betwcen the two societies 
has resulted. This result has been noteworthy 
especially among local sections. In  addition, 
joint cooperation on the national level is not only 
continuing but is being enhanccd. All in all, I 
have no hesitation in saying that the merger nego- 
tiations scrved a most useful purpose although they 
did not bring about a combining of the two societies 
undcr one banner. 

Although my two years as President have been 
arduous ones, they have bcen extrcmely heartwarming 
and satisfying years for me. I shall ncver be able to 
properly show my gratitude to all the membership or 
to the many people who worked closely with me to 
bring a glorious conclusion to a half-century of dedica- 
tion to the many publics we serve. 

Sincerely, 
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