
President’s Message, 1967 

WE MOVE NOW INTO m i E  FUTURE, aftcr oiir celebration 
of past acconiplishmcnts in  1966. 

This past year oiir two Tcchnical Confcrcnces gave 
u s  an intcresting look at the beginnings of our Socicty, 
a review of our accoiiiplishmcnts, and a pcrsonal inin- 
gling with many of the mcn whose naiiics have becornc 
we11 known because of thcir technical and production 
achicvemen ts. 

This past ycar also brought to a criliiiination and dc- 
cision thc question of whcther or not to coiiibinc the 
Socicty of Motion Picture and Tclevision Engineers 
with the Socicty of Photographic Scientists and Engi- 
neers. Our mutual decision not to inergc was a recog- 
nition that each of thc two Svcietics has its own vital 
and valiiable intcrcsts and activities that siipplcment each 
other, but might be bettcr advanced by rcmaining scpa- 
ratc and closely coordinated. Om of Iny principal 
objectives as prcsident will be to explore and act lipon 
all thc possibilities for such cooperation with the SPSE, 
as well as the SPIE and other technical societics in oiir 
fields of mutual interest. 

Our program will also call for much closcr liaison 
with the technical communities and profcssional or- 
ganizations that arc engaged primarily in day-to-day 
practical operations, particularly in Hollywood and 
New York. 

We should contributc to the idcas that, oncc under- 
stood and acccptcd, will aid in reducing costs of produc- 
tion so that our films and tapes can compete more 
effectively in the world inarket. 

We must rccognize that the motion-picture and 
television industries, along with many other industries, 
are in an era of grcat and rapid technological change. 
Changes are taking place in basic technology, i n  applied 
techniqucs, and in thc introduction of new materials 
and methods. We will continue to stay in close touch with 
this rising tide of ncw ideas and dcvelopnients, and do 
our part to channel, standardize and evaluate. Much 
rernains to bc done in standardization in the television 
field, and even tnorc in 81nin as a professional release 
film width. The move into total color on televjsion has 
raised many questions which are in our field of study 
and standardization. The promisc or 8riin1, first widely 
recognized in the early Sixtics, was postponed, but the 
components are now present for a solid and important 
growth. The implications of various new recording 
materials and devices, both photographic and non- 
photographic, need carcfiil stiidy. This era of communi- 
cation satcllites is a trcmcndous challcnge to 11s all. 
Thcse are all of vital interest to our Society. 

The cntcrtainnient scginents of our activities are of 
great importance, but we must kccp in mind that the 
interests of our membership also cover other areas of 
communication, information storage, transiriission and 
retricval. 

Five Affairs Vice Prrsidents havc bcen electcd to 
direct Society activities in thcir respective arcas. We 
expect thcse men to usc their prestige and infliience to 
attract challenging speakers and program for Section 
meetings as wcll as Semiannual Conferenccs. 

We will dcvclop closer coordination betwccn oiir 
New York hcadquartcrs and our fiftccn Sections. Of our 
nearly 7,000 membcrs, only slightly over one-sixth 
liavc attended any one ‘l’cchnical Conference, and 
we may assume that somc of our mcnibers rarely or 
never attend. We will do our best to bring to tlic Sections 
those Confcrence speakcrs and papers of grcatest in- 
tercst to cach Section, and givc more hclp to the cntire 
Scctions program. In this wc will necd the guidance of 
the Section mcinbers to tcll 11s what changes or additions 
thcy would like to scc in both our general and Sectional 
activities. I expcct to niakc at  least one visit to each 
Scction during my administration. 

Obviously, we will continue and expand our activitics 
i n  dcveloping standards and inoving them to final 
acceptance undcr the Unitcd Statcs of America Stand- 
ards Institutc. But beyond this, we also nccd to excrt our 
cfforts through publicity and education so that there 
will be a much wider undcrstandirig and acceptancc of 
the fact that the standards dcveloped through the 
SMPTE and other professional societics are absolutcly 
essential to our industry’s health and growth. 

We have much of which to be proud. Thc Journal 
of the Society has a worldwide distribution with its 
articles reprinted in inany languages. Our Tcchnical 
Conferences have each year incrcased in attendance and 
in the quality of the papers program and the exhibits. 
Our fifteen regional Sections have exhibited strong local 
lcadcrship and they are most important in continuing 
and expanding the Society’s program throughout the 
year. The activity of our various national comniittces 
has bcen notable, particularly whcn we rccognize the 
tremendous number of hours which have been spent 
by men who are busy with their rcgiilarjobs. l’hc quality 
and morale of our Headquartcrs officc staff in New York 
has never bcen bcttcr, and our Executive Secrctary, 
Txw Bcrnhard, Jr., has evidenced a high degree of lead- 
ership. 

The engineer and the technician depend upon man- 
agement understanding to create a healthy working 
climate. One of niy goals is the re-establishmcnt in some 
form of an cquivalcnt of the Motion Picture Rescarch 
Council which contributed importantly to the dcvelop- 
ment of the motion-picture industry until its abandon- 
mcnt. 

My program as Presidcnt of thc Society of Motion 
I’icturc and Telcvision Enginrcrs will be built on leader- 
ship and listcning - listcning to the ideas, suggestions, 
and cxpressed nceds of our rnernbcrs on both the Sec- 
tional and Society-wick level and leadership in iruprov- 
ing and expanding the Socicty’s total activity. 

I ask your help in leading the Society to a position 
of ever grcater usefulness, accomplishment and prestige. 
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