
could all depend on the unfailing precision
performance of this
HI-SPEED COLOR PROCESSOR

Now where
should we start
cutting corners?

• HI·SPEED never has - and never will - cut a corner in designing and build­
ing its film processing equipment.
• There's just too much riding on it.
• We leave the design compromise ... the second-best parts ... the "good
enough" materials ... and the bargain prices, to others.
• HI·SPEED customers know they're getting the finest processors money
can buy ....and we wouldn't have it any other way.
• HI·SPEED Color Processors, like the one shown above, have high quality con­
struction throughout. All parts and materials are the best available ... corrosion­
resistant, and designed to provide the smoothest, most accurate processing at
any desired operating speed. They can process both 16 and 35mm film lnter­
changeably in the same tanks, and can be furnished to handle Kodachrome,
Ektachrome, Anscochrome or Eastman Color. HI-SPEED processors can be
custom-adapted to handle your special needs ... today and in the future, as
you grow.
• If you want processing equipment you can rely on day after day, year after
year, follow the lead of many successful labs throughout the country .•. investi­
gate HI-SPEED today. Write for complete details.

Obituaries

Andre Debrie
Andre Debrie, founder and President of
Etablissements Andre Debrie, Paris,
France, and an Honorary Member of the
Society, died May 29,1967, at his home in
Paris. He was 76 years of age. Born in
France in January 1891, he attended school
at l'Ecole Centrale and l'Ecole Poly­
technique. At the age of 16, while still in
school, he assisted his father, Joseph Debrie,
a designer of photographic equipment. In
1908, at the suggestion of his father, he
developed a motion-picture camera which
he called the Parvo and which later was to
become known throughout the world. The
camera was patented in the name of his
father.

During World War I, Mr. Debrie was
at the front with his regiment in Belgium
and through the Battle of the Marne. In
1915 he was assigned to the Photographic
Service of the Fourth Army where he was
given the task of perfecting an aerial
camera. He then developed an entirely
new technique of making aerial maps
which resulted in his being sent to Paris to
design and construct a photographic
printer to print aerial photographs. After
the war he engaged in the manufacture and
further development of the Parvo camera.
He invented the Matipo printer which
has been in production since 1921 and is
still in use in laboratories throughout the
world. His many inventions and develop­
ments included printing and processing
machines for black-and-white and color,
projectors and cameras for various appli­
cations. All in all, his brilliant career
spanned 60 years of cinematographic
history, during which he was granted
more than 700 patents for his inventions
and developments.

He joined the Society in 1928 and be­
came a Fellow in 1934. In 1955, he was
made an Honorary Member, an ac­
colade rarely bestowed and only upon those
members of the Society whose work, over
the years, has been evaluated and has
been deemed historically significant.

In accepting the Certificate of Honorary
Membership, presented at the Society's
78th Conference at Lake Placid, Mr.
Debrie, who spoke in French, admitting
that "Mon ~motion m'ernpeche de vous
repcndre en anglais," said (as translated)
" ... I am going to try to go on doing what
I have been doing all my life .... I look
forward to many more years of work in the
motion-picture business. In a few months
now it will have been 50 years. I don't say
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that I shall work for another 50, but I shall
certainly do Illy best to remain among
you . . . "

In his youth, Mr. Debric worked closely
with Louis Lumiere. At one time he was
particularly interested in the development
of a camera for three-dimensional pic­
tures. Other unusual and noteworthy
achievements of Mr. Debrie included
design and construction of cameras for
microcinematography and for animation,
a nd a mic ro-camera for the reproduction
of documents on film. From 1940 to 1944,
he worked secretly on the development of
a complet e installation of microfilming­
equipment.

Numerous honors and official expression s
of recognition marked his long career.
Among m any other, he was an Honorary
Member of the Association Frnncaisc des
1ngenieurs ct Tcchniciens du Cinema
(,\:F.I.T.E.C.l, and an l lonornry Member
of the Union l nternation ule des A~­

sociauons Techniques Cinematograph­
iques (U.N .I.A.T.E.C.) . He was also an
Iionorary Member of th e British Kine­
matograph Society.

Deeply in terested in Soc iety affairs,
Mr. Debric's last visit to this continent
was in the fall of 1965 when he and his wife
a ttended the 98th T echnical Conference
in Montreal as honored guests on the 10th
anniversary of his becoming an Ilonorary
Member of th .. Soci..tv. At that S:1I11(' COIl-

ference, the lat est Debrie ' camera was
introduced-the CX-16, a lightweight
16mm camera. Other Debrie develop­
ments were also exhibited, includ ing the
35-Quad-8 Tipro printer, the CTM Film
Base Polishing Machine , and a double
band projector.

Described as "one of the true patriarchal
figures and pioneers of the film industry,"
Mr. Debrie will be long remembered for
his warmth an d wit as well as his sound
ad vice to younger members.

Herman H. Duerr
Herman II. Duerr died June 20, 1967, at
the age of 66. A native of Ge rmany he at-

tended thc University of Erlangcn where
he received the PhD degree in organic
chemistry. lIe came to the United States in
1931 after having been associated with
I. G. Farben lndustrie in the field of color
film and dye chemistry research. I Ie joined
ANSCO, a Division of General Aniline &
Film Corp. and in 1932 he was placed in
ch arge of new product development. He
remained with General Aniline & Film
Corp. until his retirement in 1962 from
the post of Director of Technical Relations.

A member of the Society since 1944, h..
was made a Fellow in 1949 and became a
I.ife Fellow in 1966. Society ac tivities
include d chairmanship of the Color Com­
mittee (1956-57) and mer bersh ip on the
David Sarnoff Award ommittee. In
1959, Mr. Duerr was I' .ci pient of the
Herbert T. Kalmus Gold Medal Award,
presented at thc Society's 6th Conferenc..
in New York, for outstr nding achieve­
i ncu t in color motion pietur .

lIe is thc author of seve 1papers which
appea red in thc Journal, the most recent
ha ving been "The Anseo Color Negative­
Positive Process," June 1952.

Membership in organizations other than
the Society included American Chemical
Socicty, Bri tish Royal Photographic Society,
American Optical Society, Americ an A5.'IO­
ciation for Advancement of Science and
Society of Photographic Scientists and Engi­
IJr.. rs, of which he was a Fellow.

Telephone: (2 12 ) TN 7-5410

9 East 41 Street, Ncw York, ! . Y. 10017

OClETY OF MOTION PICTURE AND TELEVISIO ENGINEERS

If you are not now
regularly receiving the

. MPTE JOURNAL,

participating in the Society's

local Section meetings

and semiannual

Technical Conferences, or
being informed about the

technological studies
of our industry

made by the Society's
engineering committees.

Write fo r membership part iculars to:

ARE YOU A

OF SMPTE?
MEMBER

October 1967 Journal of the SMPTE Volume iG 1049


