standards and recommended practices

Draft USA Standards

Four draft USA Standards are published here for a trial
period and public review. Comments should be addressed to
Alex E. Alden, Staff Engineer, at Society Headquarters before
May 20, 1968. The proposals have also been submitted to
USASI Standards Committee C98. Consequently, all com-
ments received through Journal publication will be reviewed
prior to the conclusion of action by the C98 Committee.

These Draft USA Standards reflect the long felt nced for
standardization of sound records associated with video mag-
netic tape recordings in terms of audio frequency response and
recording level. The Video Tape Recording Committec dis-
cussed these problems for over three years, and the resulting
proposals are felt to reflect the best consensus of current practice
in the television broadcasting industry. The choice of recording
level, in particular, represents the result of data acquired
through a survey of recorder users both in the U.S.A. and
Canada, operating a total of 139 machines.

C98.7, Draft USA Standard Specifications for a Primary
Audio Reference Level Recording for Quadruplex Video Mag-
netic Tape Recorders Operating at 15 IPS, and C98.10, Draft
USA Standard Specifications for a Primary Audio Reference
Level Recording for Quadruplex Video Magnetic Tape Re-
corders Operating at 7.5 IPS specify a primary reference level
recording for laboratory use in calibrating a secondary reference
recording for standardization of operating audio level.

The Primary Audio Reference Level Recording is designed
solely to be used in the calibration of audio level and multifre-
quency test tapes for use with quadruplex video magnetic tape
recorders. Since neither the selected tape sample specified, nor
the measurement conditions for the specified distortion can be
readily duplicated in the field, no attempt should be made to
generate a Primary Audio Reference Level Recording for field
use.

C98.8, Draft USA Standard Specifications for an Audio
Level and Multifrequency Test Tape for Quadruplex Video
Magnetic Tape Recorders Operating at 15 IPS, and C98.11,
Draft USA Standard Specifications for Audio Level and Multi-
frequency Test Tape for Quadruplex Video Magnetic Tape
Recorders Operating at 7.5 IPS specify the audio multifre-
quency test tape for operational use.

Proposed Recommended Practices

Three Proposed Recommended Practices are published here
for a trial period and public review: RP29, Video Test Tape for
Quadruplex Video Frequency Magnetic Tape Recorders
Operating at 15 in./s and Practice LPM of SMPTE Recom-
mended Practice RP 6; RP30, Video Test Tape for Quadruplex
Video Frequency Magnetic Tape Recorders Operating at 7.5
in./s and Practice LBM of SMPTE Recommended Practice RP
6; and RP31, Video Test Tape for Quadruplex Video Fre-
quency Magnetic Tape Recorders Operating at 15 in./s and
Practice LBC of SMPTE Recommended Practice RP 6.

These Proposed Recommended Practices specify three Video
Frequency Test Tapes made in accordance with SMPTE Rec-
ommended Practice RP 6-1967, Reference Carrier Frequencies
and De-Emphasis Characteristics of 2-in. Quadruplex Video
Magnetic Tape Recording. RP 6 was published in the July 1967
SMPTE Journal and is available through the Society Head-
quarters.

Commients should be addressed to Alex E. Alden, Staff Engi-
neer, at Society Headquarters prior to May 20, 1968. If no ad-
verse criticism is received by this date, the Proposed Recom-
mended Practices will be submitted to the SMPTE Board of
Governors for final approval.—A4. E. 4.
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