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A Message From SMPTE’s President 

The Motion Picture & Television Research Center 

T H E  ESTAULISI-lMENT 01: TrIcMotion Picture 8r Tclcvision 
Research Ccnter has great significancc and vital impor- 
tancc to  the niciiibcrs of tlic Socicty of Motion Picturc and 
Tclcvision En&‘ rineers. 

Wilton R. Holm, our Sections Vicc-President, 
bcttcr known to most of us as Bill, has bccn appointcd the 
Exccritivc Dircctor of tlic Ccnter, which was authorized 
and is sponsorcd by the Association of Motion Picture 8r 

Wilton R. Holm, 
Executive Director 
of the Center 

Tclcvision Produccrs. Two othcr SMPTE mcmbers, Dr. 
Herbcrt Mcycr and l’etro Vlahos, will work with Bill 
Holni, each with the titlc of Chief Scicntist but spccializ- 
ing in different arcas. Herbcrt Meyer will bc responsiblc 
for film, photo-clieinistry, and inatcrials in the nonpho- 
tographic area. Pete Vlahos will spccializc i n  thc 
clcctrical, clcctronics and optical areas. 

In niy opinion, the selection of thcsc mcn, conibincd 
with the AMPTP leadcrship and support, gives thc new 
research organization a great hcad start. I am grateful for 
the foresight and decisiveness shown by Jack Valenti, 
Presidcnt of thc Association of Motion Picture Sr. Tele- 
vision Producers, for rccognizing the need for such 
research Icadcrship and taking prompt action. 

The film industry has had no ccntralized, authorita- 
tive industry-widc research leadership since tlic dis- 
banding of the Motion Picture Rcscarch Council i n  

1360. Since then all rcscarch and developnicnt work has 
been pcrformcd by individual eqiiipnicnt, laboratory and 
studio organizations. And yct, through thcsc same years 
our nation has Ixcn cngagcd in  thc niost costly, cxtcnsive 
and outward rcacliing technological program of rcscarch 
and acconiplishnient that tlic world has cvcr seen. But, 
rather than putting our industry in the ccntcr of this 
activity, we were on thc sidelines. 

Creativity in  cntertainincnt and in information is 
an activity of tlic mind, supportcd by personal cx- 
pericncc - brit creativity is strcngthened and its obvious 
resiilts grcatly cxpandcd by tcclinological dcvelopnicnt 
and the new tcchniques that conic out of inspircd and 
organizcd technical rcscarcli and dcvclopnicnt. In  
today’s world no onc - person or industry - can stand 
still, or rcly on ycstcrday’s methods. Wc are not only com- 
peting with cach othcr, in our own backyard - we arc 
also competing with other, newcr system and materials. 

We cannot afford a narrow, parochial point of 
vicw. We mist  kccp up with all areas of rcsearch 
that deal with image rccording and reproduction, 
whcthcr on film, on tape, or sonic new and non-con- 
ventional material. Motion picturcs havc bccn synony- 
mous with convcntional motion-picturc film and, to a 
considcrable degrcc, tclevision broadcasting relies heavily 
on motion-picture film as we know it today. This is also 
truc of our othcr special intcrcst arcas - instriiincnta- 
tion and high-speed photography, photo-scicncc, and 
education. I-Iowcver, evcn though the motion-picture 
film manufacturcrs have compiled a rcmarkable and suc- 
cessful rccord of improving film through thcir own re- 
search and dcvclopnient work, we must evaluate filni 
together with any and all new matcrials and systcnis as 
thcy arc introduccd. 

The ncw Motion Pictiirc 8r Tclcvision Rcscarch 
Ccntcr’s responsibilities will include the evaluation of 
existing rcscarch and achievemcnts, the dctcrinining of 
arcas which rcquire new rcscarch projccts, the initiating, 
encouraging and coordinating of new rescarch projects 
and, finally, disscininating newly available inforination 
to thc broad motion-picture industry. 

The Cciitcr will function through a small highly 
capable group of rcsearch scicntists and enginccrs. 
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Thcsc men will vitalize tlie activitics just mentioned ; 
they will evaluate results bcforc disseminating the rcsult- 
ing information but they will not themselves be tied down 
as a working research facility. The Center, as an integral 
part of the Association of Motion Picture & Tclc- 
vision Producers, reports to AMPTP Board of Dircctors 
through Charles S. Borcn, tlie Executive Vicc-Prcsident. 
Thus, the Ccntcr will have an cffcctivc governing body 
rcprcscnting top managcmcnt and capable of making 
necessary dccisions, but the Center will bc autonomous 
in opcration. 

The Rescarcli Ccntcr was announccd in Dcceiiiber of 
1967, and was formally instituted on Monday, January 
15, 1968. The Executive Dircctor and his staff arc now 
cngaged in filling out the staff, establishing working re- 
sponsibilitics and routines, and will then begin the vital 
work of evaluating and initiating rescarch projects. 

As President of the Society of Motion Picture and 
Television Engineers I pledge the Socicty’s full coopcra- 
tion with the new Research Ccntcr; and I am confident 
that the individual membcrs, and organization incmbers, 
will also providc the Center coriiplctc coopcration. 

In  a very real sense, the Motion Picture & Televi- 
sion Rcsearch Center is working for all of us. 
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