
Obituaries 

Frederick G .  Albin 

Frederick G. Albiii died May 3, 1968, ;it the 
age of 64. At the tiirie of his driith tic was 
Devchpment Eiigiriccr in the Sound De- 
partrncrit of 20th C:cntury-l:ox Studios in 
I-lollywood. 

1 lc was born in Springlieltl, Ohio, 
Decrrnber 11, 1903. IHr rercivrd his rdura- 
tion as clcctrical engineer from the Univrr- 
sity of California a t  Berkeley and California 
School of’l’cchnology a t  Pasadena. I n  1930, 
he bccanir associated with Uiiitrd Artists 
and Samuel Goldwyn Studios in I Iollywood 
as rcsrarch enginccr of sound rccording, en,- 
bracing the fields of acoustics, audio frr- 
quency, arid photography. During thr next 
10 years hr  gairicd renown for ndvancr- 
inents in variable-drnsity sound recording. 
In  1940, hr  joined RCA as Devclopmrnt 
Engirirrr. During World War I t  he was in- 
strurneiital in developing film sync1ironiz;i- 
tion equipment, largc-scrcrn trlcvisiori 
projectors, kinescope recording systrins and 
high-powered radio-frequency generators 
for military and indiistrial applications. 

From 1956 to 1959 he wits Director of 
‘l’rchnicnl 0pc-r;ition.s for P;ir:iiiiouiit Sun- 
srt Studios in Hollywood and froiii 1959 to 
1961 hr  was Chirf Eriginrrr for l iytler 
Sourid Service, 1 Iollywood, whcrr hr dc- 
signrd soiltiti rrcording and rrprotlririiig 
eqni pnirnt . 

His dcsigii of an ;iutoin;itic speed roiitrol 
for the ciiiiirrii ;IS drivrn froill a dc to ;in nc 
converter is still widrly iisr-d today. A t  thc 
time of his death he had rrcrntly coinplrted 
resrarch and drvrlopiiiriit on a speriaiizrd 
miniature tape rcrordrr for N.4SA for use in 
spacr exploration. 

Me was a iiieiiibcr of thc. Society for iiiorc 

than 30 yrnrs arid was ni;iclc i i  Fellow in 
1948. FIc was a meinbc*r of thr Sound Com- 
inittce for inany y r x s  and bcr;~~iir (:hair- 
iiiiin in 1966. I Ir was also i i  inriiihrr of thv 
Standards Coiiiiiiittw. H e  rcrcivrd thr 
Journal Award in 1949 for “Scnsitoiiietrir 
Aspect of ‘I’rlcvision Monitor-Tiibc Photog- 
raphy’’ whirh appr;irrd in t l i r  Drcciiibcr 
1948 issw o f  the Jourtrol. : \ I I I O I ~ ~  iiiany 
othcr honors, tic was :iw;irdcd i i ~ i  1Honor;iblc 
Mrntiori by the Acadciny of Motion Pictiirr 
Arts arid Sciences in 1940 for the origina- 
tion, drvelopinrnt and applic;ition of thc 
Delta dB tests to photographic sound rr- 
cording for niotion pictiircs. 

Over thr years lie contributed ii nuinbrr 
of outstanding papers to thc Jourrml, includ- 
ing “A Dynainic Check on thr Processing of 
Fiiiii for Sourid Records” (Auqist 1935), 
“The Silent Wind Machine” (.4pril 1939), 

I SMPTE test films for  television 
I ~ NETWORK, LOCAL, CCTV... 

a test film library for 
engineering and telecine 

1 I VIDEO TEST FILMS 
~ TEST FUNCTIONS: 

alignment 0 resolution 

low and medium frequency response 

qualitatlve picture analysis 

l focus 0 linearity 

i storage and transfer characteristics 
1 automatic brightness control 

FOR COLOR TELEVISION 

comparative and qualitative test of system’s 
ability to reproduce color 

PROJECTOR PERFORMANCE 
lest and Adjust: 

picture steadiness 0 jump and weave 

shutter timing (travel ghost) 
framing 0 focusing 

aperture alignment 

1 SOUND REPRODUCTION optical / magnetic 
Test, Adjust and Calibrate Projector 

scanning beam slit position 
multi-frequency response 
azimuth and focus of sound optical train 
signal level and balancing, output 
flutter 
scanning beam illumination 

I FOR THE SCREENING ROOM 
~ Jiffy Test Film: a time saving quick evaluation of 16mm sound projector system , performance 

for Jurlter injormalion 
and for a cornplele listing of lest filmis, write lo lhpfrrlriiertl ?‘F 

~ Society of Motion Picture and Television Engineers 
9 EAST 41st ST., NEW YORK, N.Y. 10017 
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10 inches 
at 24feet 
That’s the l ight measurement 
selectivity you get with the Spotron 
Professional spot meter. I t s  2’ 
acceptance angle lets you zero in 
on small areas, even at a distance. 
Gives you precise readings for 
accurate control of exposure as 
well as scene contrast. 
You see the subject upright and 
unreversed, the measured area 
represented by a circular target. 
The finder needle gives direct LV 
readings. Independent hi- and lo- 
level transistor circuits cover ex- 
treme range of light conditions. 
Price is under $100. 

Accessories include: closeup 
lenses (20”, 12” and 4”), incident 
light attachment, LV/foot-candle 
scale, hand grip, and case. Also 
see the lower-priced Spotron Pen- 
taview at your dealer, or write: 
Spotron division/Ehrenreich 
Photo-Optical Industries, Inc., 
Garden City, New York 11530 
(Canada: Anglophoto Ltd., Montreal 9, P.Q.) 

PROFESSIONAL 

“Indrpendent Camera Drive for the A(: 
Interlock Motor System” (April 1939), 
“1.inrar Decibel-Scale Volume Indicator” 
(November 1937), “Sensitometric Aspect of 
Television Monitor-Tube Photography” 
(the award-winning paper), “Interrnodula- 
tion Distortion of Low Frequencies in 
Sound Film Rrcording” (January 1946). 
“C:aiiiera Drive Power” (November 1962), 
“St<mdardization of Sound Ncg‘ttivcs and 
Prints, Pt. I (Noveiiibcr 1962) and Pt. I 1  
(February 196.5). 

OrK.iriizations of which he was membrr, 
other than the Society, include thc Insti- 
tutr  of Electrical and Electronic Engineers 
and the Acndrmy of Motion Picture Arts 
and Scirnces. 

Ed{ / .  nok:  The Society is indebted to 
J.uiic.s P. Corcornn for supplying much in- 
foriiintion for this obituary. 

Millard W. Baldwin, Jr. 
Millard W. Baldwin, Jr., died July 1, 1968, 
a t  his su~iinirr holm in East Sebago, Maine, 
at  the age of 6.5. He had retirrd from Bell 
Telephone Labor;itorirs, Murray Hill, 
N.J. ,on July 1 ,  1967. 

He rrccivctl a drgrcr i n  Electrical Dngi- 
nerring from <:ornell University in 192.5 
and the M A .  drgrcc froni Columbia Uni- 
versity in 1928. Following graduation, he 
c-ntcrrd the Rrsrarch Dcpartiuent of Rrll 
Trkphonr  Laboratories to work with 1 I .  E. 
I v r s  on the various cvirly tclcphotograph 
and trlcvisioti projrrts that wrrr then bring 
devrloprd. Iluring the 42 ycars that hr was 
to sprnd in the Laboratories he would be 
working largely on one or another of the 
I I I ; I . ~ O ~  television research problems on the 
Bell Systrin. H r  workrd on the rxprri- 
iiicntal two-way trlevision systrin of 1930, 
which rcappe;irrd in inodernized form as the 
vidrophonc rxhihit which he set up a t  thr 
1939 New York World’s Fair. I n  the i i i c a i i -  

time, he studied, with 11. E. Ivcs, thr per- 
forniance of trlevision signal transmission, 
from the light of the original sihject to thc. 
light of thr final virwcd itnagr and the 
effects of color eoitiponrnt supcrpositions in 
th;it iiiiagc. His exprricnce with television 
signals led hirn to iiiake contributions to 
radar i n  World War 11. At the time of his 
retirc-inrrit lie was ;issociatcd with devclop- 
mrnt of telrphotojiraphy, trlevision over 
co;ixi;il ciiblc. studirs of transmission of 

rcrlor tclrvision ; i d  engineering of Picturc- 
phonr sc*rvirc station sets and loops. 

Mr. Baldwin also made ii distinguished 
naiiir for himself on the various standard- 
ization and standards coordinating coitrinit- 
tees of the former IRE and AIEE (the pres- 
ent IEEE), as well as the EIA, ASA, 
C:C:IR, IEC and of this Society. He was re- 
niarkeblc in this work for an  insistence on 
clear and logical wording to describe 
realistic and workable criteria for the terms, 
concepts and qualities defined. He was 
made a Fellow of the IRE in 1948 and of 
this Society in 1962. 

M r  also found time to be ii mernbcr of the 
Borough Council in his winter home of Glen 
Ridge, N.J. 

‘I’hose of us who have worked in image 
transmission pursuits and indeed in many 
other fields, will greatly miss our friend 
“Raldy,” as he was faniiliarly known ; and 
will regret that he was not to enjoy a long 
life in retireincnt: -Pierre Mrr t r  
Edit. note: This obituary was requested of 

Dr. Mertz because of his long friendship 
with Mr. Baldwin and their close associa- 
tion a t  Bell Telephone Laboratories. 

Robert *J. Harrington 
Robert J. Harrington, General Manager of 
Anclre Ikb r i r  of Ncw York, died suddenly 
on Wrdncsday, Junr  26, in Boston, where 
tic Iiiid hrrn for 21 short time in hospital. 
Known to rii;iny nieiiibcrs of thr Socirty 
through his busiric~.ss xtivitirs arid his fre- 
quent attcnd;tncr at  SMP‘I‘E Conferrnccs, 
Bob will br greatly niissed. 

After gratlirating from Newark C:ollrgc of 
Engineering in 1940 Bob was with IT1 
Electronics Inc., and subsequently with 
Rclock Instru~nrnt Corp. (now Applied 
Devices Corp.), whcrc he took charge of the 
Andre Debric of Nrw York Division, con- 
crrncd with marketing the film processing 
and printing cquipinrnt nianufactured by 
the Etnblisseinrnts Andre Dcbrie of Paris. 
I n  recent years Bob was active i n  SMP‘I’E 
affairs i n  spitr of soiiie sevrre bouts of ill 
hralth. He helped with thc organization of 
the Equipinrnt Lxhihit a t  the l0 l s t  
SMPTE Corifrrrnce in New York and took 
ii leading part in the affairs of the New 
York Srction, of which tic. was a Managrr at  
the tiirie of his dcxth. 
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