Obituaries

Joseph E. Aiken

Joseph E. Aiken, a Fellow and a Life Mem-
ber of the Society, died July 16, 1969, at
the age of 69. He was a resident of Arling-
ton, Va.

He was graduated from the University
of Illinois in 1922 with the degree of
Bachelor of Science in Electrical Engineer-
ing. Following graduation he joined West-
inghouse Electric and Manufacturing Co.
in Pittsburgh as Radio Engineer, specializ-
ing in audio-frequency equipment and
operational techniques for radio broad-
casting. In 1928 he left Westinghouse to
join 20th Century-Fox Film Corp. in
Beverly Hills, CA, as production sound

mixer, Between 1928 and 1943 his name
was on the screen credits for some 80 pro-
ductions. He joined the U.S. Navy in 1943
and he attained the rank of Lieutenant
Commander. He was assigned to the
Photographic Science Laboratory at the
U.S. Naval Air Station at Anacostia, DC,
as assistant to the head of the Sound Re-
cording Division. The following year he
was made Sound Recording Division
Officer in charge of all re-recording and
original recording at the activity.

His first association with the Society was
in 1943 when he attended its technical
conferences as a representative of the U.S.
Navy. He became a member in 1945 and
was made a Fellow of the Society in 1949.
His activities in behalf of the Society in-
cluded service on several committees,
among them the Film Dimensions Com-
mittee, the Samuel L. Warner Award Com-
mittee, the Progress Committee and the
Eastern Membership Committee. He also
served as Eastern Vice-Chairman of the
Papers Committee and, in that capacity,
helped to assemble the papers program for
the Society’s 64th (1948) Conference in
Washington, DC.

For the 72nd (1952) Conference he filled
two full-sized jobs, those of Program Chair-
man and of Local Arrangements Chairman.
He was Program Chairman for the two
succeeding Washington, DC, Conferences —
the 75th and the 81st.

His dedication to the aims and purposes
of the Society was especially apparent in
his skillful handling of these assignments,
and particularly in the long hours of work
resulting in the history-making 72nd Con-
ference. That included arrangement for
the presentation of 44 papers in seven ses-
sions of an International Symposium on
High-Speed Photography assembled by
John H. Waldell. Those papers were sub-
sequently published and became known as
the Proceedings of the First International
Congress on High-Speed Photography.

The traditional Monday Get-Together
Luncheon at the 72nd Conference was
unusual in that Mr. Aiken arranged for
three speakers, each representing a branch
of the U.S. Department of Defense — Major
General George I. Back representing the
Army, Brigadier General Brooke E. Allen
representing the Air Force and Captain
A. D. Fraser representing the Navy.

The 75th Conference, with Mr. Aiken
acting as Program Chairman, also was a
memorable Conference which was high-
lighted by the historic Pioneer Dinner held
May 4, 1954, in honor of 26 members of
the Society who were members in 1924 and
earlier. Other highlights of the Conference
arranged by Mr. Aiken included an even-
ing at the National Archives and a Theater
Session held in Loew’s Capitol Theater.

Mr. Aiken, together with others at the
Navy Photo Science Laboratory took part
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ELCOM (NORTHAMPTON) LIMITED

WEEDON ROAD INDUSTRIAL ESTATE

NORTHAMPTON .

ENGLAND

Manufactured entirely to customers speci-
fication, ELCOM sound equipment is now
being incorporated into the major tele-
vision studios of Great Britain. Of fully
flexible design and equally suitable for
music recording, film dubbing, broad-
casting and outside broadcast vehicles,
ELCOM sound equipment features mod-
ular construction based on International

Standard Equipment Practice sizes.

Technical features include extremely low
noise and distortion and a wide dynamic
range.

Other products manufactured by ELCOM
include a complete range of Audio
Filters and Audio Switching Systems.

. Telephone : Northampton 51873
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Elemack’s unique 8-wheel dolly that tracks, turns, twists
and crabs in any direction. Swivels 360° on its own axis.

The Elemack Spyder Dolly is a com-
pact, highly mobile unit that does
everything a dolly should do . . . and
gets around a lot easier. It is small
enough to fit just about anywhere and
was designed expressly to help you
shoot in tight corners and narrow
spaces and to bring you closer to the
action. Now work in areas that are in-
accesslble for more conventional equip-
ment. Ruggedly built, yet lightweight
it is easy to maneuver and can be
steered and locked into dozens of dif-
ferent positions (see diagrams.)

Write for llterature,

“Elemack Goes Where Other Dollies
Fear to Tread”. Why not Investigate
how Elemack can help you get better
results.
Features:

Smooth action hydraulic lift. Swivel seats
for operator and assistant. Adjustable snap-
in position for operating through doors.
Rubber wheels convert to track operation
in minutes. Collapses to 26%2" x 522"
x 242", Weight: 221 Ibs. Max height:
502" Fully opened: Diameter 38%2".

Elemack Spyder Dolly with leveling
head ... from $4695
Lowboy ... $195,

1845 BROADWAY (60th ST.) NEW YORK, N.Y. 10023 O 212.757-6977
SALES 0 SERVICE 0 RENTALS

& me CAMERA MART »c

West Coast Dist.: Gordon Enterprises, Inc.
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THE JONATHON JiIB
ARM ASSEMBLY.

Mounts easily on Ele-
mack Spyder dolly to
convert It into a dolly

crane capable of revolv-
ing 360° and of raising
the camera to a lens height
of 7. e Equipped with
pantograph indicator which
enables the “‘grip” to follow
the shot precisely as di-
rected. e Center lens: Minimum
height 3 feet, Maximum height 7
feet. $2660. Weights and accessories
additional.

FOR SALE OR RENT — LONG TERM LEASING. F.0.B. N.Y.
DEALER INQUIRIES INVITED. IMMEDIATE DELIVERY.
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in the development of a colophon or sym-
bol for SMPTE. The end result came from
Lorin D. Grignon's efforts working with
students at the University of Southern Cali-
fornia. Many tentative designs were sub-
mitted. The one finally chosen was the
work of Melvin L. Stewart ,then a Senior
and commercial design student at USC
(Journal, p. 81, Jan, 1952). It is still in use.
He was the author of an historical paper,
“Technical Notes and Reminiscences on
the Presentation of Tykociner’s Sound Pic-
ture Contributions” in the August 1958
issue of the Journal. The paper is espe-
cially interesting because of Mr. Aiken's
personal association with Prof. Tykociner
during 1921 and 1922 while Mr. Aiken
was attending the University of Illinois,

Joseph Aiken’s technical and professional
achievements are a matter of record. Per-
haps not so well known is that he had
wide interests outside motion-picture en-
gineering. For example, he was an ardent
Civil War buff, and an authority on rifles
from that era. He was an expert gunsmith,
and built his own outstanding collection
of Civil War guns by rebuilding specimens
for other collectors in return for examples
he could restore for his own collection,
which is currently valued at many thou-
sands of dollars. He took along a rifle and
his Civil War regiment uniform to the
Society’s October 1955 convention in Lake
Placid, having heard that the traditional
banquet was to be a costume affair. It was,
and he won first prize for the best costume;
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For further information and for a complete listing of test filins, write to DEPT T
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many old timers will remember how hand-
some and impressive he looked. Now that
we are to seec him no more, it is comforting
to remember what a really fine person he
was—R. T. Van Niman and William E,
Youngs

Joseph Tykocinski Tykociner

Joseph Tykocinski Tykociner, Resident
Professor of Electrical Engineering, Emeri-
tus, at the University of Illinois, died June
11 at Urbana, IL. He came to the Univer-
sity in 1921 as one of its first research pro-
fessors in electrical engineering and, on
June 9, 1922, he presented, at the univer-
sity, one of the first public exhibitions of
sound on motion-picture film. The sound-
on-film demonstration followed about 10
months of developmental work at the
university (with a reported budget of less
than $1,000).

Prof. Tykociner was born in Poland in
1867 (see *“Joseph T. Tykociner: Pioneer
in Sound Recording” by John B. McCul-
lough, Journal, pp. 520-521, Aug. 1958).
He displayed talent in the field of science
and electronics at an early age and, de-
spite the opposition of his father, who was
a grain broker and wanted his son to enter
the family business, the young Tykociner
acquired scientific training and went on to
become one of the pioneers whose work
helped bring about the age of sound in
motion pictures.

Some of his experiments are described
in a paper which appeared in the SMPE
Transactions of May 1923 (pp. 90-119),
“Photographic Recording and Photoelec-
tric Reproduction of Sound” by J. Tyko-
cinski-Tykociner.

Many honors accrued to him during his
life, among them, the Award of Merit of
the National Electronics Conference “in
recognition of his many significant contri-
butions, during a career that spans half a
century, to education and research in elec-
trical and electronics engineering” (Jour-
nal, p. 894, Oct. 1964). This presentation
was the third made by NEC since the
award was established in 1944.

In addition to his work in the develop-
ment of sound motion pictures, Prof.
Tykociner held patents in submarine sig-
naling, photoelectricity, cable testing
piezoelectricity, techniques of radio mea-
surements, antenna models and microwave
development.

Since his official retirement from the
University in 1948, he had worked to de-
velop zetetics, the science of research. He
defined zetetics, a science he founded and
developed, as “the new interdisciplinary
science, wherein the whole of human
knowledge is systematized as a guide to
future investigation and creativity; its goal
is to interrelate all that is known in the
arts and sciences in order to discover the
gaps in knowledge.”

An evaluation of his work by Joseph
Aiken appears in the August 1958 issue of
the Journal (“Technical Notes and Rem-
iniscences on the Presentation of Tyko-
ciner's Sound Picture Contributions” by
Joseph E. Aiken).

Mr. Aiken, whose obituary appears im-
mediately above, was personally associated
with Prof. Tykociner at the University of
Ilinois in 1921 and 1922.
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