Obituaries

Max C. Batsel

Max C. Batsel, a lL.ife Fellow of the So-
ciety, died in February 1968 at the age of
74. lle was born in Fulton, KY, and at-
tended the University of Kentucky. From
1916 until 1918, when he joined the Signal
Corps of the U.S. Army, he was with the
Bureau of Standards. In 1920 he joined
Westinghouse Electric & Manufacturing
Co. in East Pittsburgh, PA, where he was
the engineer in charge of design and de-
velopment of radio recciving apparatus
and related developments. In 1929 he
joined Radio Corp. of America where he
remained in various capacities until he
retired in 1959. At the time of his retire-

ment he was Chicf Technical Administra-
tor of the RCA Defense Electronics Prod-
ucts in Camden, NJ.

He joined the Society in 1928 and be-
came a Fellow in 1945, Through the years
he contributed a great deal of time and
cffort to the Society. From 1929 through
1933 he was a Manager of the New York
Scction and he was a Manager of the
Atlantic Coast Section for the 1936-37
term. e served as a member of a number
of committees, including the Standards,
Sound, Television Projection Practice,
Journal Award and Progress Award Com-
mittees. From 1931 to 1933 he was Chair-
man of the Standards Committee (then
known as the Standards and Nomenclature
Jommittee). He was a Governor of the
Society for the 1935-36 term and was
again clected in 1938. He then served as
Governor through 1940. He also served
on various subcommittees and Convention
Committees.

He was the author of a number of tech-
nical papers. Among those appcaring in
the Journal are: ‘“Recording Music for
Motion Pictures” (Aug. 1935); “Improved
Noise Reduction System for High-Fidelity
Recording,” with J. O. Baker and H. J.
Hasbrouck (Sept. 1937); “Reproducing
Equipment for Motion-Picture Theaters,”
with C. M. Reifsteck (June 1937) and
“RCA Sound Recording System,” with
E. W. Kcllogg (May 1937).

Note: Upon a request to John I. Crab-
tree the following tribute has been re-
ceived by the Editor of the Journal.

With the death of Max Batsel, the
Society lost one of its most able and de-
voted mecmbers. Formerly in charge of
sound motion-picture engineering  re-
scarch for RCA, various phases of his work
were described in his contributions to the
Journal, and also in papers contributed by
his associates.

During the period of evolution of sound
recording on motion-picture film, he
played a major role in the contest between
variable-density and variable-area meth-
ods of recording.

He had a kindly and unassuming de-
meanor that gained him a host of friends
and he was ever ready to devote time and
cffort to the many problems of the Society.
During the early ycars when the Society
had neither a central office nor paid em-
ployees, Max was always ready to provide
projection equipment during Conferences
at out-of-the-way places (Lake Placid,
Swampscott, etc.) for the education and
entertaininent of the members.

Robert F. Blair

Robert F. Blair dicd November 28, 1968,
at his home in Cleveland, OH. He was
born January 5, 1897. He attended Yale
University and was graduated with the
BA degree. Following graduation he be-
came an advertising agency executive and
he cntered the field of film and TV
through selling syndicated film programs
to TV stations. He then founded a film
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The SOS/TAKITA Continuous Contact Printers are designed to meet the
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ALL AURICON EQUIPMENT IS SOLD WITH
A 30 DAY MONEY-BACK GUARANTEE.

“CINE-VOICEII"' 16 mm Optical Sound-On-Film Camera.
4 100 ft. film capacity for 23 minutes of
recording; 6-Volt DC Convertor or 115-Volt AC
operation. ¢ $1180.00 (and up).

“AURICON PRO-600'" 16mm Optical Sound-On-Film Camera.

“SUPER 1200"" 16 mm Optical Sound-On-Film Camera,

¥ 600 ft. film capacity for 16%2 minutes of ¥ 1200 ft. film capacity for 33 minutes of
recording. ¥ $6425.00 (and up) complete for
“High-Fidelity" Talking Pictures.

recording. 4  $1820.00 (and up) with 30 day
money-back guarantee.

i

“PR0O-600 SPECIAL" 16mm Light-Weight Camera.

¥ 400 ft. film capacity for 11 minutes of
recording. $1620.00 (and up).

* W

TRIPOD — Models FT-10 and FT-10S12...
Pan-Tilt Head Professional Tripod for
velvet-smooth action. Perfectly counter-balanced

to prevent Camera “dumping.”9¢ $406.25 (and up).

4 Auricon Equipment is sold with a 30.day Money -Back Guarantee. You must be satisfie

PORTABLE POWER SUPPLY UNIT — Model PS-21...Silent
in operation, furnishes 115-Volt AC power to drive
“Single System" or “Double System" Auricon
Equipment from 12 Volt Storage Battery, for
remote “location” filming. ¥ $337.00

Strictly for Profit
CHOOSE AURICON

If it's profit you're after in the production of
16 mm Sound-On Film Talking Pictures, Auricon
Cameras provide ideal working tools for shooting
profitable Television Newsreels, film commercials,
inserts, and local candid-camera programming.
Now you can get Lip-Synchronized Optical or
Magnetic Sound WITH your picture using Auricon
16 mm Sound-On-Film Cameras. Precision designed
and built to “take it.”

Strictly for Profit—Choose Auricon!

EACEH A URICON, Inc.

8948 Romaine Street, Hollywood 38, Calif] Write fnr YUUT ’

HOLLywoon 2-0831

FILMAGNETIC —Finger points to Magnetic pre-stripe
on unexposed film for recording lip-synchronized
magnetic sound with your picture. Can be used
with all Auricon Cameras. $$1325.00 (and up).

free copy of
this 74-page
Auricon Catalog

MANUFACTURERS OF PROFESSIOINAL 186MM CAMERAS SINCE 19231
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production company in Cleveland called
Productions on Film. The firm produced
films for industry and also supplied live
sound ends for “open end” animated
spots. In order to expedite newsreel cover-
age in the northern Ohio area and to
meet tight delivery schedules of TV spots,
the firm installed laboratory equipment
for film processing and printing. The firm
then moved to larger quarters at 4019
Prospect Avenue in Cleveland and in
1954 the name of the firm was changed to
Labcraft International Corp. It was the
first laboratory of its kind in the north-
ern Ohio area.

Mr. Blair retired in 1967 after selling
Labcraft to Holland-Wegman Produc-
tions. He had been a member of the
Society since 1958,

Robert W. Byloff

The new
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16mm Projector

that...

BRINGS BIG-THEATRE PERFORMANCE to /
your auditorium. This remarkably rugged i
projector is engineered to the same high f )
standards demanded by professional mo-

tion picture theatres.

PACKS A 2% HOUR FILM ON ONE REEL. \
No rewinding or reel changing interrupts
the show. Runs forward or reverse. Adapts
to automatic operation and remote control.

THROWS A BRIGHTER, CLEARER,
STEADIER PICTURE across the largest
auditorium. Doesn’t require total darkness.
Nine different Norelco lenses, including a
new 200m lens, available to fit your needs.
Uses Xenon or carbon arc light source—or
can be purchased with built-in 500 watt
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BRINGS FILM SOUND INTO PERFECT
BALANCE with room acoustics. Optical

and magnetic sound.

REMARKABLE VALUE! Send coupon for

prices and facts.
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Column-pedestal
Model FP-16

for auditoriums,
screening rooms,
1,' and theatres.

Portable self-contained
Model EL 5100

for outdoor showings,
exhibits, social halls,
etc. Uses incandescent
or GE's Marc 300

light source.

Robert W. Byloff, President of the Reeves
Video Division of Reeves Broadcasting
Corp., New York, died January 18, 1969, at
the age of 47. He was born in Scarsdale,
NY, and was graduated from the Massachu-
setts Institute of Technology in 1943 with
the degree of Bachelor of Science in Elec-
trical Engineering. During World War 11
he served as a captain in the U.S. Marine
Corps. He joined National Broadcasting
Co. in 1946 and he was a member of the
joint RCA-NBC systems engineering team
that began the first successful broadcast-
ing of color television for NBC. As
Manager of Advance Planning, he rede-
signed NBC's studio facilities in New
York, Washington and Burbank for com-
patibility with color. He joined Reeves
Broadcasting Corp. in 1959 to build a
video facility. Techniques developed by
Mr. Byloff while at Reeves have influ-
enced procedures throughout the entire
television industry.

Mr. Byloff joined the Society in 1959.
He was active in Society affairs and for
many years he served as a member of the
Vidco-Tape Recording Committee. He
was also a member of the Television
Academy of Arts and Scicnces.

Y. Frank Freeman

Y. Frank Freeman, a Vice-President of
Paramount Pictures for 30 years until his
retirement on January 1, 1967, died Feb-
ruary 5, 1969, in Los Angeles. He was 78
years old, He was born in Greenville, GA,
and attended Georgia Institute of Technol-
ogy. He joined S. A. Lynch Theatrical En-
terprises, which later became a division of
Paramount Pictures. In 1936 he became a
Vice-President and a Director of Para-
mount Pictures in charge of the organiza-
tion’s thcater intercsts throughout the
world.

In 19388, Mr. Freeman moved to the
West Coast as Vice-President and head of
Paramount Studios, a post he held until
1959, Active in industry causes, he was
the recipient of the first annual Jean
Hersholt Award for Humanitarian Ser-
vices, presented by the Academy of Motion
Picture Arts and Sciences in 1957.

Over the ycars Mr. Freeman had
expressed a warm intcrest in the Society.
He had appcared at various Conferences
and had many friends among the Society
members.

Irving Dooh

Irving Dooh died November 10, 1968,
in Montreal, Canada, at the age of 55. He
attended Yenching University in Peking,
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China, and was graduated in 1937 with
the degree of Bachelor of Science in
Chemical Engineering. He left the Na-
tional Chinese Embassy in Ottawa to join
Crawley Films Ltd. as producer-camera-
man. He was President of Opal Produc-
tions in Ottawa. Later he joined the
National Film Board of Canada where he
engaged in technical research mainly in
the area of still photography. As Supervi-
sor of Visual Aids at the Royal Victoria
Hospital in Montreal he was known as an
expert in the field of medical photogra-
phy and instrumentation. He produced
more than 40 scientific and teaching films.
He became a member of the Society in
1967. He was Session Vice-Chairman for
the session on Motion Pictures and Tecle-
vision in Science and Medicine at the
Socicty’s 98th Conference in Montreal.

William D. Koster

William D. Koster died April 14, 1968,
at the age of 41. He was President and
owner of Koster Film Facilities in Wash-
ington, DC. He attended Gceorge Wash-
ington University for two years and spent
a ycar as film librarian and equipment
Salesman for Paul L. Brand & Sons. His
main interest was in 16mm film and he
became a laboratory technician for Byron,
Inc., where he remained for five years. He
then worked with the Joint House and
Senate Recording Facility for three years.
In 1954 he became owner and manager of
Cooperative Film Facilities. The name of
the irm was changed to Koster Film Fa-

cilities following a move to a new
building at 1017 New Jersey Ave., SE, in
Washington DC. The company continues
under Teresa M. Koster as President and
Kevin Koster as Vice-President.
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A 2-in all-magnetic vidicon designed for
document reading and limited-motion ap-
plications has been announced by Wes-
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2 STAGE $395.00

3 STAGE $460.00

L]
REVOLUTIONARY

ROTARY BUFFER I
SQUEEGEE

NOISELESS
PROCESSING —

]

e 4500 RPM

e Two Year Guarantee

o Bodine Perm Lube Motor

@ Stainless Steel Bearings

e Stainless Steel Construction

® Maintenance Free

® 16/35 MM Combination

e Use Before Sound Application

o Use for Final Squeegee

® Convertible to Right or
Left Hand Operation

o Immediate Delivery

@ cine

IN CANADA:
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]

Alpha Cine Supply Co
1001 Lenora St.
Seattle, Wash. 98121
(206) SU 2-3282

Alphs Cine Service Ltd.
1185 Richards Street

L]

]

Vancouver 2, B.C. Cenada
{604} 688-7757
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tinghouse Electric Corp., Box 2278, Pitts-
burgh, PA 15230. Designated the WX-
5140, the vidicon has an aperture responsc
of 709, at 600 TV lines with standard tele-
vision frame rates. Separate connections

for the #3 and #4 grids provide higher and
more uniform resolution as well as a more
uniform signal output when operated at
high voltages. Both focusing and deflection
are magnetic. It may be operated with a
standard 3-in image-orthicon deflection
system. Overall dimensions of the tube are
23-in diameter and 12}-in length.

A color television system that utilizes
laser beams to produce a screen image 13
ft wide by 10 ft high has been developed
by Hitachi Ltd., of Tokyo, Japan. Three
optical transformers convert the picture
signals into light signals which are then
electronically “‘assigned” to three laser
carricr beams of different primary colors.
The beams used are a 5-W krypton laser
emitting red light and two 5-W argon
lasers which emit blue and green. The
beams with the signal superimposed are
then scanned by vertically and horizontally
revolving scanning mirrors and then simul-
taneously projected onto the large screen
to form the color image. The system is said
to be powerful enough to project images on
the screen that are clearly visible outdoors
in broad daylight.

Nluminant D Reference Source, a new
reference source for color television, has
been developed by Bloctube Controls Ltd.,
Bicester Rd., Aylesbury, Bucks, England,
in cooperation with the British Broadcast-
ing Corp. The instrument is described as
“lightweight, robust and portable.” The
fluorescent tube has a color temperature
of 6500 K. The tube has a rated life of
5,000 h. Features include a necutral density
photographic stepwedge which is com-
patible with the BBC Colour Television
Test Pattern. The reference source is
priced at £10.

A two-piece television camera system
consisting of a low-light-level Secon camera
coupled with a simplified control unit to
permit recording of both transient and
stationary images has been announced by
Westinghouse New Products Div.,, P.O.
Box 8606, Pittsburgh, PA 15221, The sys-
tem is designed especially for viewing low-
contrast images in motion and includes
light level compensation for changing scene
brightness. The camera head is 6}} in
wide, 54 in high and 104} in long. It is
equipped with both conventional optical
focusing and a mechanical adjustment to
calibrate and extend the range of the lens.
The camera head is connected to the con-
trol unit with up to 500 ft of cable. The
control unit is 15 in long, 12} in wide and



