
correcting distortions in the prototype models. These improve- 
ments owe much to the computer program devised by Newton 
of University College, London, which produces ray traces 
rapidly making design study possible and reducing the number 
of built in variables considerably. 

After a break for tea, the Association held its Annual General 
Meeting. The Chairman, R. J. North, presented the Com- 
mittee’s report including the unfortunate cancellation of this 
year’s Spring Conference due to various external events. The 
secretary, .J. A. Nunn, is temporarily inactive for private 
reasons and has been deputized for by C. W. Husbands of the 
same department a t  RAE, Farnborough. N. Dombrowski has 
retired from active Association duties as his interests are now 
elsewhere and K. R. Coleman is temporarily indisposed follow- 

High-speed Photography 
Appointments 

President Wilton K. Holm has an- 
nounced the resignation of D. Max Beard , 
Silver Spring, Md., as United States 
Delegate to the International Committee 
on High-speed Congresses, due to his re- 
tirement from government service. He has 
been replaced in this assignment by Carlos 
H. Elmer, Scottsdale, Ariz., formerly 
SMPTE Vice-president for Photo-In- 
strumentation Mairs. 

ing a serious operation from which he is now recovering. The 
Chairman told members that the International Conference of 
1972 will be held in Nice, France, from September 25 to 30, 
1972 and that it has been proposed to invite the Conference to 
London in September 1974. The election for committee mem- 
bers followed when three retiring members, D. A. Barnsley, 
D. H. Pimley and M. B. Prudence were re-elected and C. W. 
Husbands, the acting secretary was elected.4eorgc H. Lunn , 
57 Whitedown Rd., Tadley, Basingstoke, Hants., England 

References 
1. I. D. Chalmen and H. Duffy, “Observations of the arc forming stages 

of spark breakdown using an image intensifier and converter,” British 
Jour. of Physics D, 4: 1302-05,1971. 

2. I. D. Chalmers, “The transient glow discharge in nitrogen and dry air,” 
British Jour. of PliysicsD,4: 1147-51, 1971. 

developed a widely-used technique for the 
measurement of this function. 

Max Beard and Carlos Elmer served as 
Chairmen of the last two International 
Congresses on High-speed Photography 
held in the United States - Mr. Beard the 
5th Congress at Washington, D.C., in 1960, 
and Mr. Elmer the 9th Congress at Denver 
in 1970. Both have served as Chairman of 
the Society’s Engineering Committee on 
High-speed Photography and Instrumen- 
tation, a post currently held by Mr. Quinn, 
and both have been active in applications of 
photographic instrumentation in weapons 

To permit concentration on plans for A. ~~~l ~ ~ i ~ ~ ,  photo-Instrumenta- research for the Urns. Navy. 
U.S. participation in the loth International tion Affairs Vice-president, and Carlos The loth Congress be at Nice* 

France, during the period September Congress on High-speed PhotofPPhY, H. Elmer, new United States Delegate to 25-30, 1972. Prospective authors are 
to notify the SMPTE at its New York Mr. Elmer has asked to be relieved from the International Committee on High- 

his duties as Vice-president, and A. Earl Speed Photography Congresses. Headquarters so that their names may be 
Quinn, Rochester, N.Y., has been elected added to the list of those to receive an- 
to replace him in this post. speed photography since 1942. His work nouncement forms and registration blanks 

Mr. Quinn has coordinated activities of has included significant studies of steadiness as they are supplied by the French organiz- 
Eastman Kodak Co. in the field of high- in rotating-prism cameras, and he has ingcommittee. 

-I I_- 1 1 standards and recommended practices 1 
I 

SMPTE Recommended Practice Approved 
On July 22,1971 , the Society’s Board of Governors approved 

SMPTE Recommended Practice R P  36-1 971 , Specifications 
for Positioning Tape Neutral Plane and Adjacent Tape Guides 
for Quadruplcx Video Tape Recorders Operating a t  15 in/s 
and 7.5 in/s. The practice specifies the video recording head 
geometry necessary to minimize velocity error which has be- 
come associated with hue error in video tape recording. 

Specifications for Safe Action and Safe Title Areas Test Pat- 
tern for Television Systems; RP 27.4, Specifications for Opera- 
tional Test Pattern for Checking Jitter, Weave and Travel 
Ghost in Television Projectors; and R P  27.5, Specifications 
for Mid-Frequency Response Test Pattern for Television. 

They were developed by the Television Committee as part 
of a series of precision patterns. A subcommittee report de- 
scribing this work was published in the December 1967 
Journal. 

Comments should be addressed to Alex E. Alden, Staff 

Proposed SMPTE Recommended Practices Engineer, a t  Society Headquarters prior to January 15, 1972. 
If no adverse criticism is received bv that date, the ProDosed 

Three Proposed SMPTE Recommended Practices are 
published here for a trial period and public review: R P  27.3, 

9 80 December 1971 Journal of the SMPTE Volume 80 

Recommended Practices will be sibmitted to the SMPTE 
Board of Governors for final approval. - A.E.A. 
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