standards and recommended practices

Draft American National Standards

Three Draft American National Standards are published
here for a trial period and public review.

PH22.10, Specifications for Projector Usage of 16 mm
Motion-Picture Film, is a revision of the 1964 issue which has
been expanded to include the information originally specified
in PH22.16-1965, Specifications for Projector Usage of 16 mm
Motion-Picture Film Perforated One Edge. The combined
document does not reflect a technical change but has been
written to facilitate its use.

PH22.183, Method of Measuring Modulation Factor of
Photographic-Type Sound Level Motion-Picture Test Films,
specifies a new and simple procedure for calibrating photo-
graphic sound records. The procedure is based upon the use of
a scanning-beam chopper to produce the output voltage signal
required for level calibration which is then compared to the
signal produced by the sample under test.

PH22.184, Motion-Picture Raw Stock Identification and
Labeling, was developed by the Society’s Film Dimensions
Committee in an effort to standardize the information which
should be included by the manufacturer of motion-picture raw
stock to cover the physical specifications and packaging char-
acteristics.

Comments on these proposals should be addressed to Alex E.
Alden, Staff Engineer, at Society Headquarters before Decem-
ber 1, 1972. The proposals have been submitted to American
National Standards Committee PH22. Consequently, all
comments received through Journal publication will be re-
viewed prior to conclusion of action by the Committee.

Proposed SMPTE Recommended Practice

A Proposed SMPTE Recommended Practice is published
here for a trial period and public review. RP 49, Leaders for
Preprint Material Used in the Manufacture of 8 mm Prints
Intended Solely for 8 mm Type R or S Cassettes and Cartridges
for Nontelevision Use, was developed by the Society’s 16 & 8
mm Committee to specify a modification of the Universal
Leader by providing additional black frames for use in projector
cartridges.

Comments on the proposal should be addressed to Alex E.
Alden, Staff Engineer, at Society Headquarters prior to
December 1, 1972. If no adverse criticism is received by that
date, the Proposed SMPTE Recommended Practice will be
submitted to the Board of Governors for final approval.

Proposed Withdrawal of SMPTE Recommended
Practice

Inasmuch as the data specified in the practice are now
duplicated in SMPTE Recommended Practice RP 27.3-1972,
Specifications for Safe Action and Safe Title Areas Test Pattern
for Television Systems, the Standards and Television Commit-
tees have agreed to withdraw SMPTE Recommended Practice
RP 8-1968, Safe Action and Safe Title Areas for Television
Transmission.

If no adverse criticism of this proposed action is received by
December 1, 1972, the recommendation for withdrawal will be
submitted to the Board of Governors for final approval.

Approved International Recommendation

IEC Publication 347 is the newly published International
Electro Technical Commission (IEC) standard for transverse

track (quadruplex) video tape recorders. It has been prepared
by IEC Subcommittee 60B-Video Recording, a subcommittee
of Technical Committee 60-Recording. Preparation of the
document began at the first meeting of SC 60B, held in Paris
in March, 1969. Further contributions and refinements were
made at meetings of SC 60B held in Baden Baden, Germany
(1970) and Oslo, Norway (1971). Representatives of the USA
have participated in each of the meetings of SC 60B, including
the 1972 gathering held in Florence, Italy, in March, 1972.
The main USA input to the work of SC 60B has been through
SMPTE. More specifically, Alex Alden, SMPTE Staff Engi-
neer, is Technical Advisor to the USA National Committee
for IEC SC 60B. Mr. Alden has appointed an ad hoc group to
advise him on video recording matters, made up of members of
the American National Standards Institute (ANSI) C98 Com-
mittee, the SMPTE Engincering Committee on Video Tape
Recording, and the SMPTE Vice President for Engineering.

As is well known, the ANSI C98 standards sponsored by
SMPTE for the 525 line television system were the first stan-
dards prepared anywhere in the world for quadruplex video
tape recording systems. The engineering work necessary for
preparation of the C98 documents has been the responsibility
of the SMPTE VTR Committec since 1958. The content of
existing and proposed C98 American National Standards is
contained in IEC Publication 347. No conflicts are known to
exist between the IEC publication and the C98 documents.
On the contrary, both the work of preparing updated revisions
of the existing body of C98 documentation within the SMPTE
VTR Committee, and the preparation of IEC Pub. 347 have
progressed together in tandem for the past 4 years.

With regard to the standards for 625 line television systems
specified in Publication 347, the primary basis for the IEC work
was the 1968 EBU specification for recording systems to be used
with 625 line systems. The EBU specification, in turn, was
largely derived from the original SMPTE work as reflected in
C98 documentation.

Publication 347 represents the best thinking of experts from
many parts of the world and is a milestone in the international
standardization of video tape recording systems.

The Chairman of SC 60B is J. Roizen (USA) and the Sec-
retary is Chas. Akrich (France). USA representatives to the
various meetings of SC 60B have included C. E. Anderson
(Ampex Corp.), F. Faist (ABC Television Network), A. Luther
(RCA Corp.) and F. Remley (University of Michigan).

Copies of the document and other IEC and ISO standards
are available from the American National Standards Institute,
1430 Broadway, New York, NY 10018.

Approved Generic Terms for 8 mm Films

The recent development of the super 8 system initiated a
need to standardize specific generic terms to positively differen-
tiate between the two formats of films 8 millimeters in width.
The Society, taking the recommendation of the 16 & 8 mm
Committee, has standardized the terms super 8 and regular 8
for use in American National Standards and SMPTE Recom-
mended Practices. For clarity in titles of standards and for
optional use in the text, the ISO designators, 8 mm Type S and 8
mm Type R are equally applicable. The term 8 mm without a
modifier should be used only when there is a deliberate intent
to include all films 8 millimeters in width, regardless of format.
—A.EA.
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