Obituaries

Hugh C. Oppenheimer

Hugh C. Oppenheimer, Professor of Com-
munications at LaGuardia Community Col-
lege, died 3 June 1974 at his home in Malba,
N.Y. He was 53 ycars old. He began his mili-
tary career as a staff sergeant in the Horse
Cavalry. After graduating from West Point in
1945 he joined the Army Pictorial Service and
later became head of TV and motion-picture
production at the Army Pictorial Center in
Long Island City. He retired in 1965 with the
rank of Colonel. He also attended the Univer-
sity of Southern California where he was
granted the M.A. degree in Cinema and the
Ph.D. degree in Communication.

After retiring from the Army, he produced
Encyclopedia Britannica films in Chicago and
later became Vice-President of Public Media,
Inc., in New York City.

Col. Oppenheimer, who became a member
of the Society in 1960, was one of the first to
recognize the value of television to military
operation. The October 1954 issue of the
Journal contains a report by (then) Capt. Op-
penheimer on *“Applications of Television to
Military Operations,” in which he discussed a
scries of studies then being conducted in the
fields of tactical and training uses of televi-
sion. He also reported (with Lt. Col. Edward
L. Scheiber) the first public demonstration of
combat television at Fort George G. Meade
(“Combat Television,” Journal, March
1955).

Aside from his work for the Army which
included adapting television equipment for
Army field maneuvers, he was also executive
producer of the The Big Picture, a public ser-
vice television program.

A LaGuardia Community College spokes-
man said, *Dr. Oppenheimer was a respected
member of the LaGuardia faculty who
worked diligently on developing the College’s
communications programs. He was also in-
volved in planning for the utilization of the
Army Pictorial Center which was acquired by
the College in 1972. A popular faculty mem-
ber among the student body, Dr. Oppenheim-
er's untimely death deeply saddened all seg-
ments of the LaGuardia College community.”

Henry M. Lester

Henry M. Lester died 29 June in University
Hospital in New York City. He was 75 years
of age.

A pioneer in the use of high-speed photog-
raphy for nature studies, especially the behav-
ior of birds, insects and reptiles, one of his

early motion pictures, made at 3000 exposures
a second, showed how a housefly flies — and
that it beats its wings some 300 times a sec-
ond. Later he made high-speed color films
showing the flight of a hummingbird and the
strike of a rattlesnake. Problems involved in
making a high-speed motion picture of a rat-
tlesnake’s strike were described by Mr. Lester
(with Sam Dunton of the New York Zoologi-
cal Society) in “Time-Magnification Study of
a Rattlesnake Strike” in the February 1958
issue of the Journal. ““A captive rattlesnake is
not easily provoked to strike,” Mr. Lester ex-
plained. He said that 26 rattlesnakes had been
flown in from Texas before they found a 6-
foot-long specimen that would strike at any-
thing in sight. The snake was promptly isolat-
ed to protect it from all possible disturbances
while producing a motion picture of immense
value to herpetologists.

Among many other activities he was a
member of the firm of Morgan & Lester, pub-
lishers of photographic books, for many years.
In the 1950s, Mr Lester, who spoke and read
fluently Russian, Polish, French and German,
organized a project to evaluate foreign scien-
tific and technical literature ordered from the
McGraw-Hill Book Co. by the Department of
Defense.

In 1962 he founded and edited Abstracts of
Photographic Science and Engineering Liter-
ature at Columbia University. In 1964 he re-
signed as editor for reasons of health. A joint
announcement from Columbia University and
the Society of Photographic Scientists and
Engineers expressed deep regret for his resig-
nation and noted that “Mr. Lester’s vision,
enthusiasm and energy were essential to this
venture and its literary success is a tribute to
his all-out effort.”

Oscar Burritt

Oscar Burritt died suddenly 27 May 1974
in Toronto at the age of 65. Formerly Super-
visor of Distribution and Supervisor of Film
Evaluation for Canadian Broadcasting Corp.,
he had retired in June 1973.

Born in Vancouver, B.C., he became inter-
ested in filmmaking at a very early age (at the
age of four, according to an informal inter-
view at the time of his retirement); a few
years later, his father gave him 300 feet of ni-
trate film to use in a German-made magic
lantern equipped with a coal-oil lamp as a
light source. This primitive toy apparently

represented the starting point of a life-long in-
terest in films. At the time of his death he was
a Director in the Toronto Film Society, a non-
profit organization for the study and appre-
ciation of film as an art which he had helped
found in 1950.

Mr. Burritt began his career in film with
the Lean Shelly Film Co. where he produced
documentary films, acting as cameraman, edi-
tor and script writer. He joined CBC in 1950.
Before CBLT Toronto went on the air in
1952, he was given the task of screening all
films that might be available for use on televi-
sion. He found very few films of good techni-
cal quality and program content, whereupon
he set about the establishment of standards
for the acceptability of films for CBC use.
The standards he set have been described as
“the highest in the industry.”

Although during his career, Mr. Burritt
trained some 2,000 people in film work
through the CBC Film Service, he somehow
found time for nonprofessional enthusiasms
including rapid transit systems around the
world, railway systems, automobiles and auto
racing; all land transportation systems for
human beings were of intense interest to him.
Whenever he visited a large city—New York,
Paris and London—he would ride joyfully on
the subway, Metro or Underground. He fol-
lowed subway construction in cities through-
out the world through the New York Times.

He joined the Society in 1956 and kept
abreast of activities through the Journal and
Conferences. His technical knowledge was
recognized internationally. Among other hon-
ors he received the Canadian Film Award in
1949.

Alfred N. Goldsmith

Alfred N. Goldsmith died 1 July 1974 in
St. Petersburg, Fla., where he had resided
since early in the spring of 1973. He was 85
years old. At the time of his death he was an
Honorary Vice-President and Senior Techni-
cal Advisor for RCA Corp. A prolific inven-
tor, he made vital contributions to the devel-
opment of the first color television tube to find
commercial and worldwide use. He proposed
a color television picture tube employing a
screen of color phosphor dots and a perforated
plate. In its simplest terms it was the basic
idea for the shadow-mask color picture tube
now in widespread commercial use through-
out the world.
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How much do you want to know
about BOLEX 16 PRO?

I'd like to know more about:

THE MAGAZINE
[T Coaxial for 400’ reels or cores.
[[] Compact light and inexpensive
M Sprocketless design for quick loading
[[] Footage counters for each chamber
[ Rear-mounted for optimum mobility

FILM THREADING

Fully automatically in 3 seconds
Fully automaltic film take-up in 400
magazine

[ Signal light tells when camera is ready
to shoot

[ Light signals when empty

[ Built-in cutter for removing partially
exposed fitm

MOTOR DRIVE

] Crystal controlled for sync sound
filming

] One electronically controlled motor for
all filming needs

[ Vvariable speeds 16 to 50 fps; 16-100
fps models available

O Forward and reverse
Single frame filming
Instant start and stop—no blank frames
petween scenes

SOUND

[ Double system at 24 or 25 fps

[ Super quiet—no blimp needed

[ Wireless synch sound shooting with
accuracy *1 frame per 1,000 feet
Automatic slating lamp
Single system sound model available

FILMING AUTOMATION

Fully automatic exposure control
Variable speed power zooming
Variable speed power focusing
All controls built into handgrips
Manual over-rides on all controls
Remote control possible for all
functions
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EXPOSURE CONTROL

Automatic, through-the-lens

Manual over-ride

Film speeds of 12 to 1600 ASA

Meter coupled to camera speed control
f-number visible in viewfinder

Audible signal when insufficient light
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LENSES

Wide range of zoom lenses

Extreme wide angle lens

Rugged bayonet mount

Lens controls coupled to servo motor
Silent operation of powered lens
controls

[J Shock-absorbing rubber lens shade
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VIEWFINDER
] Practically flickerless mirror shutter
reflex viewing
[]1 Camera stops without mirror blackout
] Possibility of right or left-eye viewing
[] 20X magnification
[ Instant change from ground glass to
clear glass
[ TV and 16mm frame markings
[} Can be rotated 45, 80, and 180 degrees
[ Indicates f-stops

] Remote viewing possibility

cut along dotted line

FILM TRANSPORT

[l Very low pressure required at pressure
plate

[ High-precision single tip claw
transports and registers film

[ superb picture steadiness better than
0.1%

POWER PACK

12V rechargeable battery

Piug-in electronic modules

Plug-in crystal synch controts

Qutlets for connecting tape recorder,
time lapse units and other accessories
Choice of powerbelt or powerpack
Signal light on camera shows
condition of battery

O Al of the above
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BOLEX16 PRO

If, in addition to information, you'd like a
demanstration of the Bolex 16 PRQO, write Pail-
lard Incorporated, 1900 Lower Road, Linden,
New Jersey 07036. We'll notify you when we'll
be in your neighborhood.

NAME

AFFILIATION

STREET.

cury STATE P

For countries outside the U.S.A., write Bolex
International S.A., 1450 Ste. Croix, Switzerland
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A native of New York City, he began his
career as an instructor at the College of the
City of New York in 1907 — the same year in
which he received the B.S. degree. In 1911 he
received the Ph.D degree from Columbia Uni-
versity and in 1935 he was granted an Honor-
ary Doctor of Science Degree by Lawrence
College. Earlier he was given a lifetime ap-
pointment at CCNY as Associate Professor of
Electrical Engineering.

A member of the Society since 1928, he
was made an Honorary Member in 1961. He
served as President of the Society from 1932
through 1934. In 1956 he was presented with
the Progress Metal “for his many contribu-
tions ... particularly his early recognition of
the importance of a tri-color kinescope and his
concept of the means for its accomplishment.”

Membership in professional associations
other than the Society included the Institute
of Radio Engineers of which he was co-found-
er in 1912. The IRE later merged with the
American Institute of Electrical Engineers to
become the Institute of Electrical and Elec-
tronics Engineers, of which Dr. Goldsmith
was a Fellow, a Director and Editor Emeritus.

A Biographical Note setting forth details of
Dr. Goldsmith’s career and achievements ap-
pears on pages 869-870 of the November
1972 issue of the Journal.

Sadashiv J. Row Kavi

Sadashiv J. Row Kavi, President of the In-
dian Motion Picture Distributors Association
and an active member of the Society of Mo-
tion Picture and Television Engineers, died in
Bombay on 7 April 1974 after a severe heart
attack.,

Born at Mangalore in South India on 2)
March 1921, Sadashiv J. Row Kavi hailed
from a family with a literary background.
When he had to cut short his higher studies
because of a monetary crisis in the family, he
came to Bombay in 1938 and joined the Ex-
celsior Film Exchange (a distribution con-
cern) as a stenotypist.

In the early fifties he turned his attention to
film making and produced and directed many
Marathi and Hindi films. Several of his films
were widely acclaimed and won awards.

During all these years, Kavi also kept him-
sclf in the forefront in film trade circles. An
active member of the Film Producers Guild of
India and the Indian Motion Picture Distribu-
tors Association, he had also served for some
time on the executive committee of the Film
Federation of India. He will be missed espe-
cially by small up-country distributors and ex-
hibitors, whose cause he willingly espoused in
the film capital.

Kavi was actively associated with several
projects of the film industry as well as of the
Government, including the Maharashtra
State Government’s Film City project.

Under the auspices of the Indian Motion
Picture Distributors Association a condolence
meeting was held at the office in Bombay.
The offices of all film distribution concerns in
the city remained closed for a day as a mark
of respect to the departed trade leader. — H.
Krishnan

Edward H. Rechberger

Edward H. Rechberger died 12 August
1974 in the John F. Kennedy Memorial Hos-
pital in Edison, N.J., after the antique car he
was driving was crushed by a tractor-trailor
on the New Jersey Turnpike. At the time of
his death he was a resident of Watchung,
N.J., where he had lived for the last 12 years.

Born 14 August 1920 in Easton, Pa., he at-
tended Carnegie Institute of Technology in
Pittsburgh and Syracuse University. During
World War Il he served with the Army Air
Force. He was stationed at Eglin Field, Fla.,
where, in 1945, he was Movie Lab Chief in
the Photographic Section.

Later he joined the Ansco Division of Gen-
cral Aniline and Film Corp. where he served
as Laboratory Manager. He had recently re-
tired from the Ansco Laboratory in Union,
N.J.

He had been a member of the Society since
1945.

C. B. Neblette

C. B. Neblette, Dean Emeritus of the Col-
lege of Graphic Arts and Photography and
Director Emeritus of the School of Photo-
graphic Arts and Sciences of Rochester Insti-
tute of Technology, died 18 May 1974 in Sun
City, Ariz., at the age of 72.

An outstanding educator in the field of
photography, Mr. Neblette began his profes-
sional career at Penn State University in
1921. In 1925 he became Head of the Techni-
cal Photographic Laboratory at Texas A&M
University. In 1930 he joined Eastman Kodak
Co. in Rochester, N.Y., where he remained
until 1935. During that time he also served as
an Instructor at Rochester Athenaeum and
Mechanics Institute (Rochester Institute of
Technology as of 1946). In 1936 he became
Head of the Department of Technology and in
1960 hc became Director of the Schoo! of
Photographic Arts and Sciences and Dean of
the College of Graphic Arts and Photography.
He retired in 1967. Among other accomplish-
ments in behalf of RIT he supervised the de-
sign of the photographic facilities of the new
(1968) RIT campus accommodating some
1000 photography students.

Hc was Assistant Editor of Camera from
1923 to 1924. He is the author of Photogra-
phy: Its Materials and Processes, an authori-
tative work still in print having gone through
several editions since it was first published in
1927. Other books of which he is author or co-
author include Elementary Photography
(1936); Careers in Photography (1946); Ele-
mentary Photographic Sensitometry (1950);
Photography: An Introduction (1950); and
Photographic Lenses (1950).
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