Book Reviews

The Architects Manual of Engineered Sound Systems

Published (1947) by the Radio Corporation of America, Camden, N, J. 284
pages plus 4-page index. Profusely illustrated. 9!/, X 11 inches. Price, $5.00.

Intended for the use of architects and others interested in the design of sound-
distribution systems, the Manual is divided into two principal parts. The first
section deals with Definitions, Graphical Symbols, The Microphone, The Ampli-
fier, The Loudspeaker, Controls, Studios and Control Rooms, Acoustics, The
Sound Film Projector (16-mm and 35-mm), and Antenna Systems. This section
is not intended as an engineering text and the subject matter conscquently is
treated in an elementary fashion. It is obvious that the viewpoint of the architect
and the layout designer is kept in mind. Architectural and engineering specifica-
tions for each equipment subject are included. The treatment is, generally, ex-
cellent though essentially nontechnical. A possible oversight, perhaps intentional,
is noted in the failure to include definite recommendations for available amplifier
power requirements in enclosures.

The second section covers Typical Layouts and Specifications. Suggested lay-
outs are included for one or more of the following: Schools, Hospitals, Churches,
Auditoriums, Stores, Industrials, and Hotels. Some treatments are very de-
tailed in breakdown of departments. Specifications are set up around RCA
equipment.

The Manusal does not give the architect every element of information that
might be required such as, for example, the correction of acoustic difficulties,
although the treatment of the subject conforms to the more-or-less standard
method of the elementary text. Neither the acoustic engineer nor the communi-
cations engineer is completely by-passed even assuming the architect to be letter-
perfeot in his agquaintance with the Manual’s contents. C. S. PerkINs

Altec Service Corporation
New York 19, N. Y

Television—Volume III (1938-1941)
Television—Volume IV (1942-1946)

Edited by Alfred N. Goldsmith, Arthur F. Van Dyck, Robert S. Burnap, Ed-
ward T. Dickey, and George M. K. Baker. Published by RCA Review, RCA
Laboratories, Princeton, N. J. Volume III (1938-1941). 486 pages + «xii
pages. 288 figures. 6 X 9 inches. Price, $2.50. Volume IV (1942-1946)
498 pages + 12-page Appendix 4 xiv pages. 301 figures. 6 X 9inches. Price,
$2.50.

These two books continue the series established in 1936, which reprint the most
significant papers published in the field of television by the RCA organization,
with the addition of a few original articles.

Perusal of these volumes brings out strikingly the breadth of the field which
must be explored and developed to build up the art of television, and the variety
of effort expended upon it by one organization. It is handy to have this diversity
of material brought together compactly in such a manner. This is especially
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