
Section Meeting 

Cleveland Meeting 
The ,June 18, 1048, meeting of tlie Midwest Section was held in Cloveland, Ohio, 

st the General Elcclric Lighting Institute at Nela Park. Scvcnly-five guests and 
members attended this all-day affair and about twenty-five ladies attended thc 
dinner and a special evening program. 

The doors wcre open at 9:30 A.M. and coffce was scrycd during the registration 
pcriod. 

At 1O:OO A x .  the group was divided into smaller sections to visit the Suxideck 
Gallcry, Hori!on Housd, store, oflice, and school. Expertly handled demon- 
strations illustrated the mcthods used in creating lighting combinations which 
were truly dramatic and functional as well. 

At 11:30 A.M., R. T. Van Niman, chairman, called the meeting to  order in the 
Auditorium. F. T. Bowditch gave a rhumb of the Report of the Standards com- 
initice as prcscnlcd in Santa Monica. Frank Carlson was called upon as the 
rcprcsentalive of our host, the General Electric Lighting Institute, and welcomed 
1111 to Nela Park. 

Gordon Chambers rcported on the Santa Monica convention. He bcgw with a 
series of Kodachromc slides which were projected on a large screen showing the 
Dcl Mar Beach Club, the surrounding territory, and some prominent members of 
thc Society of Motion Picturc Engineers. Mr. Chambers then summarized a few 
of the papers presented at the 63rd Semiannual Convention. Also he rcportcd 
tlie high spots in the group of color papers which werc prcscntcd on the coast. 

“The Engineering Aspects of Drive-In Theaters,” by George M. Petcrson, 
Cloveland, Ohio, was next prcscntcd by the author. It was revealed in this p a p r  
‘that thcrc are approximately 800 drive-in theaters in this country with avcragc 
capacity for 500 cars each. Mr. Petcrson stated that  many operators “build 
t,heir theaters without any cngiwering assistance,” a fact which he greatly dc- 
plorcd. Subjects covered in this paper wcrc: traffic problems, grading, ramps, 
sound circuits, surfacing, and screen building. 

At 1 :QO o’clock one half of the group visited the Automotive Ligliling Labora- 
lory, and tlie other half visited the Optical and Photographic Laborntorics. After 
luncheon, which waa served in the Cafeteria, the groups were reversed for visits 
to the Optical and Photographic Laboratories and the Automotive Lighting 
Laboratory. 

The meeting was resumed in the Auditorium, wilh R. T. Van Niman presiding, 

“Practical Applications of New Photographic Techniques,” by John Campbell, 
vice-president, Jam Handy Organization, was supplemerited by an 800-foot red 
of 16-mm picturcs showing samples of the various techniques described in the 
paper. “Light Sources for Television Sludio Lighting,” was given by Richard 
Blount of the Gcneral Electric Company. M. D. Temple of tho Brush Dcvclop- 
ment Company presented his talk, “Some Applications of Magnctic Recording 
in the Motion Picture Fiold,” from a rcel of tape which was recorded a few days 
proviously in his living room and edited t o  match the series of slides which were 
simultaneously projected. Boyce Ncmec, executive secretary of tho SMPE, gave 
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R.T. Van Niman, 
chief sound cngi- 
nccr for Motio: 
graph, chairman of 
thc Midwest Sec- 
tion, and in chargc 
of tho program, and 
Frank E. Carlson, 
Gcncral Electric: 
Lamp Dcpartmcr!t 
ilruminatin cngi- 
ncer and %ost to 
tho group. 

Typical scenes at tho General Electric Ligliling Instilutc Nela Park, whcrc 
the Midwest Scction of tho Socicty of Motion Picturo E n g i k x s  held its June 
niccting at Cleveland. Nearly sevcnty mcmbcrs were in attendance for the 
diiy portion of the program. 

Frank Id. CarIson 
li hta a tiny gmin- 
o!whcat lam with 
n hugo 50-kirowatt 
lamp for It. T. Van 
Niman and G. W. 
Colburn, prcsidcnt 
of the G. W. Col- 
burn Laboratories 
and secrctary-trcm- 
urcr of the Mid- 
west Scction. 
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a ratlicr coniplotc rcporl on “Flicker in Motion Piclurcs; Further Sludics,” by 
L. D. Griguon, Twentieth Ceiitury-Fox Film Corporation. This papcr was prc- 
sentcd tit, Santa Monica in May aiid was considcrctl nn importnnt contribution to 
the ar t  for desig? of futuro cquipmcnt. 

At 5: 15 r.nr. tho mccting adjourned for rcfridinicnts 1st the Coffcc Bar for 
members, gucsts, :tnd thcir la$ics. This WILH followed by dinner, which wtts scrvcd 
in tlic hfitnagcrs’ dining rooiii. The only spccch was by Mr. Van Nimnn loading 
a rising vote of tliunks to  our Iios(s, I,hc Gcneriil ISlectric Iliglit8iiig Institutc. 

Ab 7:OO P.M. a popular.lecture by Alston Rodgcrs of the Gcncral Electric 
Company callcd, “New Horizons in Lamp Rcscarcli,” wit9 givcn. This wm a 
combination magic and vuudcvillc show with itmazing stage props which was 
highly cntcrtaining and enlightening to  cnginccr and layman alike. 

“A Gearlcss, Sprocketless 8-Mm Projector,” by Otto R. Ncmctli, includcd a 
dcmonstration of this new 8-mni projeclor following a discussion of engineering 
rcestures. This projector without gcars or sprockcts is drivcn directly from motor 
to shuttcr and cam shaft with a belt. Tlie lamp is 750 watts, lensf/l.G, one inch, 
coated, and the incchanism is built into a self-contained carrying ease yitli total 
wcight 121/2 pounds. 

Mr. Nemctli then gavo a brief description of “A Profcssioniil Wire Itccordcr 
for Studio Usc.” The complete papcr was prcsented at the Santa Monica Con- 
vcntion. This machinc fcaturcs n magazine for handling the wire and automatic 
threading. 

“Tlie Optimum Pcrformncc of Higli-Briglitncss Carbon Arcs,” was next pre- 
sentcd by F. T. Bowditch and M. T. Joncs of the National Carbon Company. 
The arc trim described is applicable to studio lighting. Tho 16-mm positive and 
1 l-mm ncgativo carbon holdcrs are watcr-coolcd jaws. Current at the cratcr is 
about 450 amperes. The light output is in exccss of 40,000 lumens. 

“Tungstcn-Filament Sourccs for Picture Projcction,” by D. A. Pritchard, of 
the General Electric Company, dcalt wilh photomotric mcusurcmonts of various 
places in tlic optical systcm of a group of competitive projectors. The measured 
results indicate output pcrformiince as a pcrccntagc of light output. The report 
clearly indicatcd that pcak pcrformancc may be obtnincd from standard equip- 
ment if there is propcr alignment ol thc tungstcn filament. 

“A Photomotrie Analysis of Picture-Projcction Systems,” by Edwitrd E. Bicltcl 
of thc Simpson Oplical Manufacturing Company, was compriscd of a mathemati- 
cal and geometrical analysis of factors limiting Lhc light output of motion picture 
projection systcms. Bmcd on matlicmatical values, pcrformance results wcrc 
computed that compared with actual laboratory tcst rcsults. The formulas givcn 
establish limits beyond which it is physically impossible to  go. 

Wliilc the foregoing papers were presented, tho ladics attended special dcmon- 
strations at “Horizon I-Iouse” by Ailccn Pagc and “Color and Indoor Sunshine” 
by Alston Rodgers. 


