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Enlarging-Technique of the Positive, by C. I. Jacobson 
Published (1948) by the Focal Press, Inc., 381 k’ourth Avo., New Yorlc 16, N. Y. 
307 pages + xx pages + 9-page index. 5 1 / 4  X 7”s inches. 
Price, $3.50.. 

Involved in ils 
preparation is a whole series of events including mntcrials, techniques, and 
equipment. Thosc! arc! tlu negative, tho print,ing mediit, the onlargcr, the proc- 
essing tcchniquo, and the aftcrtmatment. Involved also arc psychophysical 
and physiological mpocts such as perspective and other distorhns, dchition, 
and visual acuity. All of thcsc topics arc tmated in a chatty rnanncr which makes 
for casy rcading. As with the companion volurnc (see tho review on “l)evelop- 
ing,” by the saint: aut#hor, puhlishcd in  11it: .July, 1948, issue of THIG JOURNAL, 
ptqc  105), thc emphasis has bcen litid on tlescription without, the US(: of t,ctchni- 
cal language, m d  without, the prcsumption of a technical background. And 
y e l  an adcquat,c panorama of tho fiold is given. 

The book will be valuable to $111 who dnsiro to learn what is involved behind the 
sccncs, when a camera record is converted into a final print. After n discussion 
o f  the negative matxrial and its characteristics, as examplified by the negativc 
to be printed, it gocs on to treat in detail the printing media upon which the 
negalivc is to be copied. The first quarter of the book is thcrofore concerned 
with the materials used. n u t  equipment and t,cchniques are also involved in the 
cycle of cvcnt,s. Tho discussion of these incidentals is the subject matter of thc! 
remainder of the hook. One obt,sins a working lcnowlcdge of the intricacies of 
enlarging cquipmcnt, of tshc various printing techniques, of tonc septtration 
proccssos, montages, and other matters. All in all it is a darlcroom mm’s clc- 
mentary handbook on printling, and it will scrvc him as an excellcnt guide to help 
him solvc old problems, or indicatc to him new ones. 

JOSEPII S. FRIEDMAN 
Ansco 

Johnson City, New York 

77 illustrat,ions. 

The culmination of t,hc photographer’s work is tlic print,. 

Camera and Lens, by Ansel Adams 
Published (1948) by Morgtm and Lester, 101 Park Ave., New York 17, N. Y. 

117 pages + 3-page indm + viii pages. 61/4 X 9l/p inches. 
Price, $3.00. 

This book is the first in t~ series of sis voluincs on basic photography to  be 
written by Ansel Adanig. 11, is intt:ndod lo acquaint the tispiring still photographer 
with those fundamentals of cimierit operation which the author considers essential 
in cretitivc photography. TTowc!ver, there arc six short, chapters pertaining to 
tlarlcroom layout and constmction, ditrlrrooin equipment, the finishing room, 
riegut,ivc! sloragc, print, sLoragc, and print-display dcviees, none of which has 
much relat,ion to the cttniera and lens. 

Mr. Adtiins is a pholographcr of rcpule. Some of his pictures rank uniong 
lhc bcsl that have CV(Y bcen produced, which attests his ability as a competent, 
judge of aesthetic arid photographic quality. It is unfortunate that he did not 
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choose to  write a book in these fields, for he docs not appear to be sufficiently 
versed in tho technical aspects of photography to discuss them authentically. 

For a beginner’s book too many terms arc used before they are defined, and in  
some instances the terms are nowhcrc properly defincd. For example, on page 5 
the term “parallax” is used without being defined, and not until page 15 is it stated 
that lens spced is expressed as f/8, f/3.5, etc., although this designation is used 
freely on previous pages. And in the chapter beginning on page 88, f number is 
improperly defined. 

Mr. Adam’s discussion on coniposition is considcrably better than one finds 
usually in the photographic literature. 

LLOYD E. VARDEN 
Pavelle Color 

New York 19, N. Y. 

Informational Film Year Book 1947 

Publishod (1947) by the Albyn Prcss, 42 Frederick St., Edinburgh 2, Scotland. 
174 pages. 25 illuslrations. 51/2 X 83/4 inchos. Price, 10s. 0d. net. 

The rapid growth of the nontheatrical film in rccent ycars is indicated clearly 
in several of tho articles in this Film Year Book. Twelve short articles by well- 
known writers such as Paul Rotha, John Gricrson, Andrew Buchanan, Forsythc 
Hardy, and Basil Wright comprise about one half of tho book. Subjects discussed 
include docuinontary films, the conditions in nontheatrical film industry in 
America, the serviccs rcndercd by the film in industry, the classroom film and 
films for childron, and the use of films by the United Nations Educational, Scien- 
tific, and Cultural Organization (UNESCO). Summarizing the place of the non- 
theatrical film in tho world today, Norman Wilson statcs, “It should be the aim of 
everyonc who believes in democracy to rnaltc thc rrcedom of the screen as much a 
reality as the frecdoin of thc prcss.J’ 

The lattcr half of this interesting volume contains a “Buyers’ Guide” on new 
substandard apparatus; a group of stills from documentary films of the year; a 
list of thc inforniationsl films of the year; a!so lists of film-producing organiza- 
tions, cine societies, studios, laboratories, libraries, manufacturers of cine appa- 
ratus, spccialist cinemas, and film pcriodicals. 

GLENN E. MhTTIIEWS 
Iiodak Research Laboratories 

Kodak Park, Rochester 4, New York 


