
Constitution and Bylaws of the 
Society of Motion Picture Engineers 

CONSTITUTION 

Article I 
NAME 

Tbc namc of this association shall bc 
SOCIETY OF MOTION PICTURE 
ENGINEERS. 

Article II 
OBJECTS 

'Its objects shall be: Advanccmcnt 
in tho theory and practice of motion 
picturc cnginccring and tho allied arts 
and sciences, thc standardization of tho 
cquipmcnt, mechanisms, and practiccs 
cmployed thcrcin, tho maintenance of a 
high profcssional standing among its 
mombcrs, and tho dissomination of 
scientific knowlcdgc by publication. 

Article III 
ELIQIBILITY 

Any pcrson of good charscter may bc 
a mcmber in any gradc for which he is 
eligible. 

Article N 
OFFICERS 

Thc officcrs of tho Socicty shall be a 
Prcsidcnt, a Past-Prcsidcnt, an Exccu- 
tivc Vicc-Prcsidcnt, an Enginccring 
Vicc-President, an Editorial Vicc- 
Prcsident, a Financial Vicc-President, 
a Convention Vice-Prcsidcnt, a Sccrc- 
tary, and a Treasurer. 

The tcrm of office of all clcctod 
oficcm shall be for a pcriod of two 
ycars. Of thc Engineering, Editorial, 
Financial, and Convention Vico- 
Presidents, the Secrctary, and the 
Trcasurcr, three shall bo clccted al- 

ternately cach ycar, or until their suc- 
ccssors arc choson. Tho Prcsidcnt 
shall not bc immediately cligiblc to 
succeed himsclf in officc. Undcr such 
conditions as sot forth in the  bylaw^, 
thc officc of Executivc Vicc-Prcsidcnt 
may bc vacatcd bcforc thc cxpirntion 
of his tcrm. 

Article V 

BOARD OF GOVERNORS 
Tho Board of Govcrnors shall con- 

sist of thc Prcsidcnt, thc PastPrcsi- 
dcnt, tho five Vice-Presidents, thc 
Sccrctary, the Treasurer, tho Section. 
Chairmen, and ton clcctcd govcrnors. 
Fivc of thcsc govcrnors shall be rcsidont 
in the arca opcrating undcr Pacific 
and Mountain timc, and,  five of tho 
govcrnors shall be residcnt in tho arca 
operating under Central and Eastern 
time. Two of tho govcrnors from the 
Pacific nrcn and thrcc of the govcrnors 
from thc Eastern arca shall bc clccted 
in thc odd-numbcrcd years, and three 
of thc governors in tho Pacific arca and 
two of tho govcrnors in tho Eastern 
arcn shall bc clcctcd in the evcn- 
numbcrcd ycars. The tcrm of offico of 
all clcctcd govcrnors shall bo for a 
pcriod of two ycars. 

Article VI 

M~ETINQS 
There shall bc an annual meeting, 

and such othcr mectings as stated in 
the Bylaws. 
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Article W 
AMENDMENTS 

This Constitution may be amended 
as follows: Amendments shall be ap- 
proved by the Board of Governors, and 
shall be submitted for discussion at any 
regular mcmbcrs’ meeting. The pro- 
posed amendment and complete dis- 
cussion then shall be submitted to the 
entire Active, Fcllow, and Honorary 
membcrship, together with letter ballot, 
as soon as possiblc aftcr the meeting. 
Two thirds of the vote cast within 
sixty days aftcr mailing shall be rc- 
quired to  carry the amendment. 

BYLAWS 
Bylaw I 

MEMBERSIIIP , 

SEC. 1-The rncmbership of tho 
Society shall consist of Honorary mem- 
bcis, FeUows, Active members, Asso- 
ciate membcrs, Studcnt membcis, and 
Sustaining members. 

An Honorary member is onc who has 
performod eminent services in the ad- 
vancement of motion picturc cngineer- 
ing or in the allied arts. An Honorary 
member shall be cntitlcd to vote and 
to hold any office in the Society. 

A Fellow is onc who shall not be loss 
than thirty ycars of age and who shall 
comply with the requirements of cithcr 
(a) or (b) for Active mcmbers and, in 
addition, shall by his proficiency and 
contributions havc attained to  an out- 
standing rank among cngineers or ex- 
ecutives of the motion picture industry. 
A Fellow shall bc cntitlcd to  vote and 
to hold any office in the Society. 

An Active member is one who shall 
be not.less than 25 years of age, and 
shall be (a) a motion picture cngineor 
by profession. He shall have been en- 
gaged in the practico of his profession 
for a period of at least three yews, and 
shall have takon rosponsibility for the 

dcsign, installation, or opcration of 
systems or apparatus pcrtaining to  the I 

motion picture industry; (b) a pcrson 
rcgularly employed in motion picture 
or closcly allicd work, who, by his in. 
ventions or proficicncy in motion pic- 
turc science or as an executive of a 
motion picture cntorprise of large 
scopc, has attained to  a recognized 
standing in tho motion picture in- 
dustry. In  case of such an executive, 
the applicant must bo qualificd to  takc 
full charge of the broader fcatures of 
motion picturc cnginecring involved in 
the work under his direction. 

An Active mcmbcr is privileged io 
vote and to  hold any office in the 
Society. 

An Associate member is one who 
shall be not loss than 18 years of age, 
and shall be a person who is intorested 
in or conncctcd withthe study of motion 
picture technical problems or tho ap- 
plication of them. An Associate mem- 
ber is not privileged to  vote, to  hold 
office, or to  act as chairman of any 
committee, although he may scrvc 
upon any committce to  which he may 
be appointed; and, when so appointed, 
shall be cntitlcd to tho full voting privi- 
leges of a committee member. 

A Student member is any pcrson 
rcgistored m a student, graduate, or 
undergraduate, in a collcgc, univcrsity, 
or cducational institution, pursuing a 
course of studies in scicnce or cngineer- 
ing that evidences interest in motion 
picture tcchnology. Membership in 
this grade shall not cxtcnd more than 
ono year boyond tho tormination of the 
student status described above. A 
Studcnt mcmbcr shall have the samc 
privileges as an Associatc mombcr of 
the Society. 

A Sustaining member is a n  individ- 
ual, a 6rm, or corporation contribut- 
ing substantially to  the financial s u p  
port of the Society. 
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SEC. 2-All applications for mcmber- 
ship or transfer, cxccpt for I-Ionorary 
or Fcllow mcmbcrship, shall be made 
on blank forms providcd for tho pur- 
poso, and shall givc a complete record 
of the applicant’s education and cx- 
periencc. Honorary and Fcllow mem- 
bership may not be applied for. 

SEC. &(a) Honorary membership 
may be granted upon recomrncndation 
of thc Board of Govcrnors whcn con- 
firmed by a four-fifths majority vote of 
the Honorary members, Fcllows, and 
Activo members present a t  any regu- 
lar meeting of the Society. An Hon- 
orary mcmber shall be exempt from all 
dues. 

(b) Fcllow membership may bc 
grantcd upon rccommcndation of tho 
Fcllow Award Committee, whcn con- 
firmed by a thrcc-fourths majority vote 
of tho Board of Govcrnors. Nomina- 
tions for Fellow shall bo madc from the 
Activo membemhip. 

(c) Applicants for Active member- 
ship shall givc as references at least ono 
member of Activc or of highcr gradc in 
good. standing. Applicants shall bc 
clected to mcmbcrship by tho unani- 
mous approval of the entire mcmbor- 
ship of tho appropriate Admissions 
Committee. In the event of a singlo 
dissenting voto or failurc of any mem- 
ber of the Admissions Committco to 
votc, this application shall bc referred 
to tho Board of Governors, in which 
case approval of a t  least thrcc fourths 
of the Board of Governors shall bo rc- 
quired. 

(d) Applicants for Associate mem- 
bership shall givc as rcfcronccs one 
mcmber of the Society in good stand- 
ing, or two pcrsons not members of the 
Socicty who are associated with tho in- 
dustry. Applicants shall be elected to 
membership by approval of a majority 
of tho appropriate Admissions Com- 
mittee. 

(e) Applicants for Student member- 
ship shall give as refercnce the hcad of 
the department of tho institution hc is 
ttttcnding, this faculty member not 
necessarily being a mcmbcr of the 
Soaiaty. 

Bylaw 11 
OFFICERS 

SEC. 1-An officer or governor shall 
be an Honorary, a Fcllow, or an Activo 
mcmbcr. 

SEC. 2-Vacancics in thc Board of 
Govcrnors shall be filled by the Board 
of Governors until tho annual m e c h g  
of tho Socicty. 

Bylaw 111 
BOARD OF GOVERNORS 

SEC. 1-The Board of Governors 
shall transact tho business of the 
Socicty botwccn members’ meetings, 
and shall mebt at tho call of tho Prcsi- 
dcnt, with the proviso that no meeting 
shall bo callod without a t  least seven 
(7) days’ prior notice, stating the pur- 
pose of the meeting, to all mcmbcrs of 
tho Board by letter or by telegram. 

SEC. 2-Ninc mombcrs of tho Board 
of Govcrnors shall constitute a quorum 
a t  all mcotings. 

SEC. 3-When voting by lottor 
ballot, a majority affirmativo votc of 
the total membcrship of the Board of 
Govcrnors shall carry approval, cx- 
ccpt as othcrwisc provided. 

SEC. 4-Thc Board of Govcrnors, 
whcn making nominations to fill 
vacancics in offices or on tho Board, 
shall endeavor to nominate persons who 
in the aggrcgate are representative of 
tho various branches or organizations 
of the motion picturc industry to the 
ond that therc s h d  be no substantial 
prcdominanco upon the Board, as the 
result of its own action, of representa- 
tivcs of any onc or morc branches or 
organizations of the industry. 
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. Bylaw IV 
C O M M I ~ E S  

SEC. 1-All committccs, except as 
othcnvise specified, shall bc appointed 
by thc Prcsidcnt. 

SEC. 2-All committccs shalI bc 
appointed to act for the term served 
by thc officer who shall appoint tho 
committees, unless thcir appointmcnt 
is sooner terminated by tho appointing 
officer. . 

SEC. 3-Chairmcn'of the committccs 
dial1 not be cligiblc to servo in such ca- 
paciiy for more than two consccutivc 
terms. 

SEC. U t a n d i n g  committccs of tho 
Socicty shttll bc as follows to bc ap- 
pointed as dcsignatcd: 

Appointed by the President and 
wnjinllcd bU the Board of 
Governors- 

I'rogrcss Medal Award Com- 
mittec 

Journal Award Committee 
Honorary Mcmbcrship Com- 

Fellow Award Committcc 
Admissions Committcca 

( a )  

mittee 

(Atlantic Coast Scction) 
(Pacific Coast Section) 

European Advisory Com- 
mittcc 

(b) Appointed by the Engineering 
Vice-l'resident- 

Sound Committco 
Standards Committee 
Studio Lighting Committcc 
Color Committee 
Theater Engincoring Com- 

Exchange Practicc Com- 

Nontheatrical Equipment 

Television Committee 
Test Film Quality Com- 

mittee 

mittec 

Committee 

mitten 

Laboratory Practicc Com- 

Cincrnatography Committec 
Process Photography Com- 

Preservation of Film Com- 

(c) Appointed by the Editorial Vice- 

mittee 

mittee 

mittce 

President- 
Board of Editors 
Papcrs Committeo 
Progress Committec 
IIistorical Committee 
Museum Committec 

( d )  Appointed by the Convention 
Vice-president- 

Publicity Committec 
Convention Arrangcmcnts 

Committcc 
Apparatus Exhibit Com- 

mittco 
(e) Appointed by the Financial 

Vice-president- 
Membership and Subscrip- 

tion Committee 

S E ~ .  &Two Admissions Commit- 
tees, onc for the Atlantic Coast Section 
and one for the Pacific Coast Scction, 
shall be appointed. The former Com- 
mittee shall consist of a Chairman and 
six Fcllow or Active mcmbcrs of the 
Socioty residing in the mctropolitan 
arca of New York, of whom at least 
four shall bc mcmbcrs of tho Board of 
Governors. 

Thc latter Committee shall consist of 
a Chairman and four Fclfow or Active 
mcmbcrs of the Society residing in the 
Pacific Coast area, of whom at least 
three shall Bc mcmbcrs of the Board of 
Govcrnors. 

Bylaw V 
MEETINQS 

SEC. 1-The location of each mect- 
in@; of the Society shall be detormincd 
by the Board of Govornors. 
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SEC. 2-Only Honorary mcmbcrs, 
Fcllows, and Activc mcmbcrs shall bc 

,entitled to  vote. 
SEC. 3-A quorum of the Society 

shall consist in numbcr of ono fifteenth 
of thc total numbcr of Honorary mem- 
bcrs, Fcllows, and Activc rncmbcrs 
as listed in thc Socicty’s rccords at thc 
closc of thc last fiscal ycar. 

. SEC. &The fall convcntion shall bc 
thc annual mccting. 
SEC. 6 S p c c i a l  mcctings may bc 

called by the Prcsidcnt and upon tho 
rcqucst of any three membcrs of tho 
Board of Govcrnors not including tho 
Prcsidcnt. 

SEC. 6-A11 mcmbcrs of tho Socicty 
i n  any gradc shall havc thc privilegc of 
discussing tcclinicd material prcscntcd 
bcforc tho Socicty or i t s  Scctions. 

Bylaw VI 
DUTIES OF OIWICEXW 

SEC. 1-The President shall prcsidc 
at all business mcctings of thc Socicty 
and shall perform thc dutics pertaining 
to  that ofiico. As such hc shall be the 
chicf cxccutivc of thc Socicty, to whom 
all othcr ofliccrs shall rcport. 

SEC. 2-In thc abscncc of tho Prcsi- 
dcnt, tho oficcr ncxt in ordcr I L ~  listed. 
in Articlu IV of tho Constitution shall 
prcsidc at mcctings and perform thc 
dutics of tho Prcsidcnt. 
. SEC. 3-Thc fivo Vicc-Prcsidcnts 
shall perform tho dutics separatcly cnu- 
merated below for cach oficc, or as dc- 
fincd by tho Prcsidcnt: 

(a) The Executive Vice-president 
shall rcprcscnt thc Prcsident in such 
geographical arcas of tho Unitcd States 
as shall be determined by tho Board of 
Govcrnors and shall bc responsible for 
the supervision of the gcncral affairs of 
tho Socioty in such arcas, as dircctcd 
by the l’rcsidcnt of tho Socicty. 
Should tho Prcsidcnt or Exccutivc 
Vicc-Prcsidcnt rcmovc his rcsitlcncc 

from tho gcographical arca (Atlantic 
Coast or Pacific Coast) of thc United 
States in which ho rcsidcd at tho timc 
of his election, thc office of Executivc 
Vicc-Prcsidcnt shall immcdiatcly bc- 
come vacant and a ncw Executivc 
Vicc-Prcsidcnt clccted by thc Board of 
Govcrnors for the uncxpircd portion of 
the tcrm, tho ncw Exccutivc Vicc- 
Prcsidcnt to  bc a rcsidcnt of that part 
of thc Unite? States from which tho 
Prcsidcnt or Ex’ccutivc Vicc-President. 
has just movcd. 

(b) Thc Engineering Vice-President 
shall appoint all technical committecs. 
Hc shall bc rcsponsiblc for the gcncral 
initiation, supcrvision, and co-ordina- 
tion of tho work in and among thcsc 
committecs. 110 may act as Chairman 
of any committec or otherwisc bc a 
mcmbcr cx-oficio. 

(c) Thc Editorial Vice-president 
shall bc rcsponsiblc for tho publication 
of thc Society’s JOUI~NAL and all othcr 
tcchnical publications. Hc shall pass 
upon the suitability of thc material for 
publication, and shall causc material 
suitablc for publication to be solicited 
I L ~  may bc nccdctl. Hc Rhall appoint a 
P R ~ C ~ S  Committcc and an Editorial 
Committcc. IIc may act as Chairman 
of any committcc or otherwisc bc a 
mcmbcr ox-oflicio. 

(d) Tho Financial Vice-president 
shall bo rcsponsiblc for thc financial 
operations of thc Socicty, and shall 
conduct thcm in accordancc with bud- 
gets approvcd by thc Board of Govcr- 
nors. Hc shall study tlic costs of 
opcration and thc incomc possibilities 
to tho cnd that tho grcatcst scrvicc may 
bc rcndcrcd to thc mcmbcrs of thc 
Socioty within tho nvailablc funds. 
140 shall submit proposed budgets to  
tho Board. I4c shall appoint at his 
discrction a Ways and Means Com- 
mittec, a Mcmboiship Committcc, a 
Commcrcial Advcrtising Committec, 
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and such othcr committees within tho 
scope of his work as may bo needed. 
Hc may act as Chairman of any of 
these committees or othcnviso bo a 
momber ex-oflicio. 

(e) The Convention Vice-president 
shall be responsible for the natioqal 
conventions of tho Socioty. He shall 
appoint a Convention Arrangcments 
Committec, an Apparatus Exhibit 
Committee, and a Publicity Com- 
mitteo. Ho may act as Chairman of 
any committee, or othenviso bo a 
momber ex-officio. 
Snc. &The Secretary shall kcop a 

rocord of all meetings; he shall conduct 
the correspondence relating to  his 
office, and shall havo the car0 and cus- 
tody of records, and tho scal of tho 
Socioty. 

SEC. &The Treasurer shall havo 
chargo of tho funds of the Society and 
disburse them as and when authorizod 
by tho Financial Vice-president. He 
shall make an annual report, duly 
audited, to the Society, and a report 
at suchother times asmay borcqucsted. 
He shall be bonded in an amount to be 
determined by tho Board of Govornors 
and his bond filed with the Secrctary. 

SEC. &Each officcr of tho Socioty, 
upon the expiration of his term of office, 
shall transmit to his successor a mcmo- 
randum outlining the duties and poli- 
tics of his officc. 

Bylaw VII  
ELECTIONS 

SEC. 1-All ofliccrs and governors 
shall be elected to  their respective 
ofliccs by a majority of ballots cast by 
the Active, Fellow, and Honorary 
mcmbors in tho following manncr: 

Not less than throe months prior to 
the annual fall convcntion, tho Board of 
Governors shall nominate for each 
vacancy sovcral suitablc candidatcs. 

Nominations shall first be presented by 
a Nominating Committee appointad 
by the President, consisting of nine, 
members, including a Chairman. Tho 
committco shall bo madeupof twoPast- 
Presidents, three members of tho 
Board of Govornors not up  for election, 
and four other Active, Fellow, or Hon- 
orary mombcrs, not currently officers 
or governors of the Society. Nomina- 
tions shall bo made by threequarters 
affirmative voto of the total Nominab 
ing Committee. Such nominations 
shall be final unless any nominee is re- 
jected by a three-quarters vote of the 
Board of Governors prcsent and voting. 

Tho Socretary shall then notify these 
candidates of their nomination. From 
the list of acceptances, not more than 
two names for oach vacancy shall bo 
sclocted by the Board of Governors 
and placed on a lottor ballot. A blank 
spacc shall bo provided on this letter 
ballot under each office, in which spacc 
tho namos of any Activo, Fellow, or 
Honorary members other than thoso 
suggcsted by the Board of Governors 
may be voted for. Tho balloting shall 
thcn take place. 

The ballot shall be enclosed in n 
,blank envclopo which is enclosed in an 
outer envelope bearing the Secretary’s 
addrcss and a spacc for the mcmbor’s 
name and address. One of these shall 
be maflcd to  oach Activo, Fellow, and 
Honorary member of the Society, not 
lcss than forty days in advanco of tho 
annual fall convention. 

The voter shall then indicate on the 
ballot one choico for each oflico, soal 
tho ballot .in the blank onvolope, place 
this in tho cnvelopo addrossod to tho 
Secrctary, sign his namo and address on 
the latter, and mail it in accordanco 
with tho instructions printed on the 
ballot. No marks of any kindaoxccpt 
those above prescribed shall bo placod 
upon tho ballots or onvclopcs. Voting 
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shall close seven days beforc the opcn- 
ing scssion of tho annual fall conven- 
tion. 

Tho sealed cnvelope shall be de- 
livered by the Secrotary to a Com- 
mitteo of Tcllcrs appointed by tho Pres- 
idcnt at tho annual fall ‘convention. 
This committce shall then oxamine tho 
return onvelopes, opcn and count tho 
ballots, and announce the rcsults of tho 
clection. 

The newly clccted officcrs and govcr- 
nors of the general Society shall take 
ofice on January 1st following thoir 
election. 

Bylaw VIIl 
DUES AND INDEBTBDNESS 

SIX. 1-Tho annual ducs shall bc 
fifteen dollars ($15) for Fellows and 
Active members, ten dollars ($10) for 
Associate membcrs, and fivc dollars 
($5) for Studcnt membcrs, payable on 
or bcforc January 1st of each year. 
Current or first ycar’s dues for new 
members in any calendar year shall be 
at tho full annual rate for those noti- 
fied of accoptance in the Society on or 
bcforc June 30th; one half the annual 
ratc for those notificd of acceptancc in 
thc Society on or after July 1st. 

SEC. 2-(a) Transfcr of membcrship 
to a higher grade may bc made a t  any 
time. If the transfcr is madc on or 
beforc June 30th the annual dues of 
the higher gradc are requircd. If tho 
transfer is made on or after July 1st 
and tho member’s ducs for tho full year 
havo been paid, one half of the annual 
ducs of tho higher gradc is payable less 
one half tho annual ducs of the lowcr 
grade. 

(b) No credit shall bc givcn for an-. 
nual dues in a mombership transfcr 
from a higher to a lower gradc, and such 
transfers shall tako placo on January 
1st of each ycar. 

(c) The Board of Govcrnors upon 
thcir own initiativc and without a 
transfer application may elect, by tho 
approval of a t  lcast threc fourths of 
the Board, any Associate or Activo 
member for transfcr to any higher 
grade of mombership. 

SEC. +Annual dues shall bc paid 
in advance. A new mcmber who has 
not paid ducs in advance shall be noti- 
fied of adrnittanco but shall not rccoive 
the JOURNAL and is not in good stand- 
ing until initial ducs are paid. All 
Honorary mcmbers, Fellows, and Ac- 
tive members in good standing, as de- 
fined in SECTION 6, may vote or othcr- 
wise participato in the meetings, 

SEC. &Members shall be considcrcd 
delinquent whose annual ducs for the 
year rcmain unpaid on February 1st. 
Thc first notico of delinquency shall be 
mailed February 1st. The second 
notice of dclinquency shall bo mailed, 
if ncccssary, on March lst, and shall 
include a statement that the member’s 
name will be removod from the mailing 
list for the JOURNAL and other publica- 
tions of the Society bofore the mailing 
of the April issue of tho JOURNAL. 
Mombcrs who aro in arrears of duos on 
June lst, after two notices of such de- 
linquoncy havo bccn mailed to their 
last addrcss of record, shall be notificd 
thcir names havc been removed from 
the mailing list and shall be warned 
unlcss remittanco is received on or be- 
fore August lst, thcir names shall be 
submitted to tho Board of Governors 
for action a t  the next meeting. Back 
issucs of the JOUI~NAL shall bo sent, if 
availablc, to members whose dues havc 
bcon paid prior to August 1st. 

SEC. &(a) Membcrs whose dues rc- 
main unpaid on Octobcr 1st may be 
dropped from the rolls of the Socioty by 
majority vote and action of tho Board, 
or the Board may tnkc such action as it 
SCCS fit. 
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(b) Anyone who hns bccn dropped 
from tho rolls of tho Socicty for non- 
payment of duos shall, in tho cvcnt of 
his application for reinstatement, bc 
considcrcd a8 a now member. 

(c) Any mcmbcr may bc suspended 
or expcllcd for cause by a majority voto 
of thc entirc Board of GovcrnorN; 
providcd hc shall bc given notice and a 
copy in writing of the chargcs pre- 
fcrrcd against him, and shall bc af- 
forded opportunity to bc hcard ten 
days prior to such action. 

SEC. +The provisions of SECTIONS 
1 to 4, inclusive, of this Bylaw VIII 
given above may bc modificd or rc- 
scinded by action of tho Board of 
Govcrnors. 

Bylaw IX 
EMLILEM 

SEC. 1-Tho emblcm of the Society 
shall bc R facsimilc of a four-hole film 
rccl with thc letter S in thc upper ccn- 
tcr opening, and thc lettcrs M, P, and 
E, in the thrcc lowcr openings, rc- 
spectivcly. The Socicty’s cmblcm 
miiy be worn by mcmbcw only. 

Bylaw X 
1’WLICATIONS 

SEC. I-Papcrs rcad at meeting8 or 
submittcd at othcr timcs, and all mu- 
tcrial of gcncral intcrcst shall bc sub- 
mitted to thc Editorial Board, and 
thosc dccmcd worthy of pcrmnnent 
rccord shall bc printcd in thc JOURNAL. 
A copy of aacli issue shall bc mnilcd to 
cach mcmber in good standing to his 
last address of record. Extra copics 
of tho JOURNAL shall be printed for 
gcncral distribution and may be ob- 
tained from thc Gcncral Oflicc on pay- 
mcnt of a fcc fixcd by the Board of 
Governors. 

Bylaw kI 
LOCAL SECTIONS 

SEC. l-scctions of thc Society may 

bc authorizud in any statc or locality 
wherc tho Activc, FcUow, and Honor- 
ary mcmbcrship excccds 20. The gco- 
graphic boundaries of each Section 
shall be detcrmined by tho Board of 
Governors. 

Upon written petition, signed by 20 
or morc Activc mcmbcrs, Fellows, and 
IIonorary mcmbcrw, for tho authoriza- 
tion of a Section of thc Society, tho 
Bbard of Govcrnors may grant such 
authorization. 

SECTION MEMBERSHIP 
SEC. 2-All mcmbcrs of thc Socicty 

of Motion Picturc Enginecrs in good 
standing residing in that portion of 
any country set apart by tho Board of 
Govcrnors tributary to m y  local Scc- 
tion shall bo cligiblc for membcrship 
in that Section, and whcn so enrollcd 
thcy shall be entitled to  all privileges 
that such local Section may, under thc 
General Society’s Constitution and 
Bylaws, provide. 

Any member of the Socicty in good 
standing shall bc eligible for nonresi- 
dent afliliatcd membership of any Scc- 
tion under conditions and obligations 
prcscribcd for thc Section. An affili- 
ated mcmbcr shall rcccivc 1111 noticcs 
and publications of the Section but hc 
shall not bc cntitlcd to votc at scctional 
mcctings. 

SEC. 3-Should tliu onrolled Activc, 
Fcllow, and 1Ionorary mcmbcnhip of a 
Scction full below 20, or should the 

. technical quality of .the prcscntcd 
papcrs fall bclow an acceptable levcl. 
or tho average attcndancc at mcctings 
not warrant tho cxpcnsd of maintaining 
thc organization, the Board of Govcr- 
nors may canccl its authorization. 

SECTION OFFICEnS 

SEC. &Tho oficcrs of cach Section 
shall bc a Chairman and IL Sccrctary- 
Trcusurcr. Thu Section chairmcn 
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shall automatically become membcis 
of the Board of Govcrnors of the 
General Society, and continuo in such 
positions for tho duration of their terms 
as chairmen of tho local Scctions. 
Each Section officer shall hold office for 
onc year, or until his succcssor is 
choscn. 

SECTION Bonnn OF MANAaEltS . 
SEC. 5-ThC Board of Managers 

shall consist of tlic Section Chairman, 
thc Section Past-Chairman, the Scction 
Sccrctai.y-Treasurer, and six Active, 
Fcllow, or Honorary membcrs. Each 
manager of a Section shall hold office 
for two years, or until his successor is 
choscn. 

SECTION ELECTIONS 
SEC. 6-Thc officers and managcis 

of a Section shall be Activc, Fcllow, or 
IIonorary members of the General 
Society. All officcis and managcis 
shall bo clcctcd to their rcspcctivc 
ofiiccs by IL majority of ballots cnst by 
the Active, l?cllow, and Ilonoriiry 
members residing in the gcographirnl 
nrca covcrcd by the Scction. 

Not less than thrcc months prior to 
the annual fall convention of the So- 
ciety, nominations shall bc presented to 
thc Board of Managers of the Scction 
hy a Nominating Committee ap- 

’pointed by thc Chairman of the Scc- 
tion, consisting of scvcn mcmbers, in- 
cluding a chairman. Tho Committec 
shall bc composed of tho prcsent Chair- 
man, the Past-Chairman, two othcr 
mcmbcrs of thc Board of Managers not 
up for election, and thrcc other Active, 
Fcllow, or IIonorary mcmbcrs of tho 
Section not currcntly officers or man- 
agers of the Section. Nominations 
shall be madc by a three-quartcrs af- 
firmativc vote of the total Nominating 
Committee. Such nominations shall 
be final, unlcss any nominccis rejrcted 

by a tlircc-quarters vote of tlic Board of 
Managers, and in tho cvcnt of such re- 
jection the Board of Managers will 
make its own nomination. 

The Chairman of tlic Section shall 
thcn notify tlicsc cimlidatcs of their 
nominution. From the list of acccpt- 
anccs, not morc than two names for 
each vacslicy shall be sclcctcd by tho 
Board of Managers and pliLccd on a 
letter ballot. A blank spacc shall bc 
provided on this lettcr ballot under 
each office, in which splice the names 
of any Activc, Fcllow, or Honorary 
members othcr than tliosc suggested 
by the 13oard of M a i i i ~ p s  mny be 
voted for. The balloting shnll thcn 
take plim. 

The ballot shall be enclosed in a 
blank cnvclope wliicli is enclosed in an 
outer envclopo bcaring tho local Sccre- 
tary-Treasurer’s address and a space 
for thc member’s namc and address. 
Onc of thcsc shall be mailed to each 
Active, Fcllow, and IIonorary member 
of tho Society residing in thcgcographi- 
ciil area covcrcd by the Scction, not 
less tlicin forty days in advance of tlic 
annual fnll convcntion. 

The voter shall thcn indicatc on the 
ballot one choicc for each office, seal 
the ballot in the blank cnvclopc, placc 
this in the cnvclopc addressed to tho 
Secrctury-Treasurer, sign his namc and 
address on tho latter, and mail it  in 
accordance with the instructions 
printed on tho ballot. NO marks of 
any kind except those abovo prc- 
scribed shall be placed upon the ballots 
or envelopes. Voting shall closc scvcn 
days bcforo the opening session of the 
annual fall convcntion. 

Thc scaled cnvclopcs shall be de- 
livered by the Secretary-Treasurer to 
his Board of Managers at a duly callcd 
meeting. Tho Board of Managers 
shall thcn examinc the return cnve- 
lopes, open and count tho ballots, and 
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announce the results of tho election. 
The nowly elected officers and man- 

agers shall take office on January 1st 
following their election. 

SECTION BUSINESS 
SEC. 7-The business of a Section 

shall be conducted by tho Board of 
Managers. 

SECTION EXPENSES 
SEC. 8-(a)As early as possible in 

the fiscal year, the Secretary-Treasurcr 
of each Section shall submit to the 
Board of Governors of the Society a 
budget of expenses for tho yoar. 

(b)Tho Treasurer of the Gencral 
Society may deposit with each Section 
Secretary-Treasurer a sum of money, 
the amount to bc fixcd by the Board of 
Governors, for current expenses. 

(c) The Sccrctary-Treasurer of each 
Section shall send to the Treasurer of 
tho General Society, quartarly or on 
demand, an itcmized account of all 
expcnditures incurred during tho pre- 
ceding intcrval. 

(d) Expenses othcr than thosc enu- 
merated in tho budget, as approved by 
the Board of Governors of the Gonoral 
Society, shall not bo payable from the 
genoral funds of the Society without 
express permission from tho Board of 
Governors. 

(e)A Section Board of Managers 
shall defray all expenscs of tho Section 
not providod for by the Board of 
Govcrnors, from funds raiscd locally by 
donation, or fixcd annual ducs, or by 
both. 

(f)Thc Sccrctary of the Gcncral 
Society shnll, unless othenvise ar- 
ranged; supply to each Section all 
stationery and printing necessary for 
the conduct of its business. 

SECTION MEETINGS 
SEC. &The regular mectings of a 

Scction shall bo hcld in such places and 
I 
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a t  such hours as the Board of Managers 
may designate. 

The Secretary-Treasurer of each 
Section shall forward to the Secretary 
of the Genoral Society, not later than 
five days after a meeting of a Section, 
a statement of tho attendance and of 
the business transacted. 

SECTION PAPBRS 
SEC. 10-Papors shall be approved 

by tho Section’s Papors Cornmittcc 
previously to thcir being presented be- 
foro a Soction. Manuscripts of papcrs 
presented bcforo a Section, together 
with a report of the discussions and the 
proceedings of the Section meetings, 
shall be forwarded promptly by tho 
Section Sccretary-Treasurer to tho 
Secretary of tho General Society. 
Such material may, at the discrotion of 
tho Board of Editors of the General 
Society, be printed in the Socicty’s 
publications. 

CONSTITUTION AND BYLAWS 
SEC. l lSec t ions  shall abide by the 

Constitution and Bylaws of the Socioty 
and conform to the regulations of the 
Board of Govcrnors. Tho conduct of 
Sections shall always be in conformity 
with the general policy of the Society 
rci fixed by the Board of Governors. 

Bylaw XI1 
AMENDMENTS 

SEC. 1-Theso Bylaws may be 
amended a t  any regular meeting of tho 
Socioty by the affirmativo vota of two 
thirds of tho members present a t  n 
mccting who aro cligible to vote therc- 
on, a quorum being prescnt, cithcr on 
the recommendation of the Board of 
Govornors or by a recornmendation to 
the Board of Governors signed by any 
ten mcmbors of Active or higher grade, 
provided that the proposed amend- 
wont or amendments shall have been 
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published in the JOURNAL of the So- 
ciety, in the issue next preceding the 
date of the stated business meeting 
of the Society a t  which the amendment 
or amendments are to be acted upon. 

SEC. 2-In the event that no quorum 
of the voting members is present at the 
time of the meeting referred to in 
SECTION 1, the amendment or amend- 
ments shall be referred for action to the 
Board of Governors. The proposed 
amendment or amendments then bc- 
come a part of the Bylaws upon re- 
ceiving the affirmative vote of three 
quarters of the Board of Governors. 

’ Bylaw XI11 
STUDENT CI~APTERS 

SEC. 1-Student Chapters of the 
Society may be authorized in any col- 
lege, university, or technical institute 
of collegiate standing. 

Upon written petition, signed by 
twelve or more Society members, or 
applicants for Society membcrship, 
and the Faculty Adviscr, for the au- 
thorization of a Student Chapter, the 
Board of Governors may grant such 
nuthorimtion. 

CIIAPTER MEMBERSHIP 
SEC. 2-All members of the Society 

of Motion Picture Engineers in good 
standing who are attending the dcsig- 
natcd educational institution shall 
be eligible for membcrship in the 
Studcnt Chapter, and when so enrolled 
they shall be cntitlcd to all privileges 
that such Student Chapter may, under 
the General Society’s Constitution nnd 
Bylaws, provide. 

SEC. a-shodd the membcrship of 
the Student Chapter fall below ten, or 
should the technical qdality of the prc- 
sentcd papers fall below an acceptable 
level, or the average attendance at 
meetings not warrant the expense of 

maintaining the organization, the 
Board of Governors may cancel its 
authorization. 

CHAPWR OFFIC~RS 
SEC. &The ofiicers of each Student 

Chapter shall be a Chairman and a 
Secretary-Treasurer. Each Chapter 
officer shall hold oflice for one year, or 
until his successor is chosen. Officers 
shall be choscn in May to take office a t  
the beginning of the following school 
year. The procedure for holding elec- 
tions shall be prescribed in Adminis- 
trative Practices. 

FACULTY ADVISDR 
SEC. 5-A member of the faculty of 

the same educational institution shall 
be designated by the Board of Gover- 
nors as Faculty Adviser. It shall bo 
his duty to advise the officers on the 
conduct of the Chapter and to approve 
all reports to the Socrctary and the 
Trcmurer of the Society. 

CHAPTER EXPENSES 

SEC. 6-The Treasurer of the 
General Society may deposit with each 
Chapter Secretary-Treasurer a sum of 
moncy, the amount to be fixod by the 
Board of Governors. The Sccretary- 
Trcasurcr shall send to the Treasurer 
of the General Society a t  the end of 
cach school year an itemized account 
of all cxpcnditurcs incurred during 
that period. 

CIIAPTER MEETINGS 
SEC. 7-The Chapter shall hold a t  

lcast four meetings pcr ycar. The 
Secretary-Treasurer shall forward to 
the Secretary of the Gcneral Society a t  
the end of each school year a report of 
the mcctings for that year, giving the 
subject, speaker, and approximate 
sttendance for each meeting. 


