
Engineering Committees 
Magnetic Recording 

under thc chairmanship of Glenn 
Dimniick ha.7 drawn up arid circulatcd proposed dimcnsional standards for mag- 
netic sound t.racks on 35, 17?,+, and 16- and 8-mm motion picture film. Thcsc 
propmals are the result of a three-ycar attempt to develop standards that will 
meet with universal approval. While isoltLt.cd opinions hold that some furthcr 
modifications may be necessary, it is t.he majority opinion that publication and 
wide circulation of the currcnt proposds will help crystalliac thinking and lend to  
ear ier agreement,. 

Of particular int,crcst, in the aniai.cur ficld is t,lic proposed standard for &mm 
magnetic tracks which will permit the addit,ion of sound to &mm mot.ion pict,urc 
films. Several manufacturers arc now preparing to announcc &mm projectors 
with magnetic sound rcproduccrs. If t,hcsc standards, possibly wilh some modifi- 
cation, can hc acccptcd soon, a trcmcndous saving for the manufacturers and t h o  
ultimatc users will he rcaliacd. Early ngrcctnent will also provcni, great, confusion 
which will rcsult, if 8-mm sound films arc not, int,cri:liangeal~lc among l,lio projcc1,ors 
of various manufacturers. 

Theso proposals cannot tie scheduled 1.0 itppenr i n  1,hc JOURNAL in leas h n  sixi,y 
days, but draft copies arc avsildde from Roaict.y hcwtquartcw. If you wish to re- 
view them prior to publication, writ.(: Hi l l  Ihacy ILI. Iieadqutwl crs, ant1 hi, will 1 ) t ~  

glad to supply you. 

New Release Print Leader 
Charles Townsend’s Su~)c:otniiiit.tcc of t,Iw Vilms for l’c4ivision Commit.tcv is 

working on a proposed first, version of a rcviscd typc o f  rcli!ase print, leader. Wic 
project was undertaken several months ago when t,hc 11-lcvision t)roadcrtst,r.rs 811- 

nounccd that thc Academy leader 222.55 docs not mix% llicir nccds in at. Ira.st 
three import.ant respects. Precise timing of films, ncccssary in television broad- 
casting, is not possible. The long series of black frames immediately preceding the 
pict,ure cause cxccssivc flarc under convcnt,ional t,clcvision switching procedures 
and also prevent bhe control cnginrer from ant,icipat,ing ibc normal picture gain 
setting for the picture coming up. Mechanical alignment of projectors and t,&- 
vision camcrav is part.icularly critical and should be chcckid, at, lcrtrt approsi- 
mately, before every picturc goes on the air. 

From thc out&, it was agrccd that any new lct~tlcr must fill the needs of both 
television and thcat,er int,crcsts and should work well on both 35- and 16-mm re- 
lease prints if it  were to  he unanimously accepted. Othcrwisc, serious confusion 
would he causcd in film laboratories and cschangcs by t w o  types of leadcrs. 

A 35-mm negat.ive of the new proposal will bc availahlc vcry shortly. If you 
dcsirc a trial print,, Socicty headquart,crs will be glad to supply one in cithcr 16- or 
35-mm width. 

The Magnetic Recording Subcornmi 

Society Announcements 
New Sustaining Member 

The Society is pleased to  wclcome Ncumadc Products Corp. a.9 the most, recent 
addition to the rolls of our Sustaining Members. Tho tot,al now st.ands at, 73, wit11 
several more now negotiating. The financial support provided furnishcv t,angik)lc 
evidcncc of faith in the Socicty’s enginccring commitl.ce work, and makes it possi- 
ble for more projects to  be undcrtaken and a higher percentage to  hc complctrd 
each year. The ambitious publications program, which includes not only the 
JOURNAL but also reports and symposia, also benefits all members. 
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