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Letter to the Editor 
With reference t,o Mr. Cummings’ lctt,er in l b e  June  JOURNAL (p. 766), it, is 

not.cd t h a t  t he  words “t.he soda lurh residue tha t  remains. . .” ignore m y  previoi1.c 
st,atement “. . . t ha t  this film wm clean and free of any extraneous matter whcn it. 
iguit,cd.” 

There is absolut,ely no sodium hydroxide, or soda nah ttll some call it, present on 
t.hc washed and dricid film becausr the material receives a vcry thorough cleaning, 
I)ot,h mechanically and  by washing, and  it is wc4l known tha t  sodium hydroxitle is 
vcry soliit)lc*. I~’urt.hrrmore, any minute trace tha t  might, lie present, would ci:a.sr to 
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cxist aa sodium hydroxide and would be converted into the products of reaction 
hetwecri it and lhc gclatin, and any that might still then be left would be changed 
into sodium carhonat,c, also very soluble. 

The chancw of accidental r.oriI.amitist,ion wit.h sodium hydroxitic. is quitc rcmotc 
tic~!:tusc of the inelhod of t.hc washing of the film. 

Mr. Cummings describes tlic conlrol i n  nitration as xo  accurut c that, there would 
tic very 1it.t I c  chance o f  overnitration. 

Wit.hout. going into t,oo involved a clicniicsl explanation, it is rcdily conceivable 
that, cotton, being w. natural product, does not always produce cellulose in  exactly 
the same way; tlifirrcnccs due to soil, weathor, accitlontal injury to the plant, and 
other factors would tend more or less to alt.cr the cellulosc, arid it is yuit,e possible 
that under thew varying conditions some cellulosc of the cot.ton might. lie susccy)t,i- 
Me to furlher nitration. 

The writer hw sccn a blowout occur right at. lhc nitrating spot in a chemic-rrl 
plant. Thc operators thought nothing of it, saying that it wag a thing to bc cx- 
pcct,cd. The nitration kcpt right on regardless of the l)lowout. 1)ccaLLsc Lhe plant 
wm constructed in such a way that it could take care of it. Why did the t)lowout, 
occur if the control is 80 pcrfmt? 

I t  is rcaliecd that spontaneous coml)ust,ion due to high riitrat.ion is fortunat,nly 
raw, but, who knows exactly how rare? The point to stress is that wit,h such a 
substance It? cclluloso nitrate, the storage conditions should be Huch a.s to insulate 
tho fire when it (toe8 occur, a general point on which 1~0th thc writer and Mr. 
Cummings agrcc. 
Ju~ ie  22, 1950 JOSEPH H. SPRAY 

Book Review 
Handbook of Basic Motion-Picture Techniques, by Emil E. Brodbeck 

Publishcd (1950) by Whittlcsey House (McGraw-Hill), 330 West 42d St., 
New York 18. Profusely illuu. 0 X 9 in. 
Price $5.95. 

“Right a t  the outact of this book,” says lhe author right a t  the outact of his 
preface, “there are a few vital truths which you should know. First is the fact 
that the technique of making motion pictures and tho mechanics of making them 
are two different, things. The 
mechanics of movie making are such things Its learning to focus, to expom your 
film correclly, to load and wind your camera.” 

To members of SMF’TE and renders of the JOURNAL, the mechanics of movie 
muking should be an old story. Mr. Brodbeck’s first 48 pp:, therefore, may well 
not hold for them anything helpful or revealing. Thc bulk of his book, however, 
in which in ten major chaptors he discusses the “techniques” of movie making 
should be of interest, (and perhaps aid) to the practicing technician, cspecially if he 
rriakcs movies on the side as a persoid hohby. 

Mr. Brodbcck’s ten chaptcm t,ako up such suhjccta as panning, using the tripod, 
shot breakdown, scrccn direction, matching action, newsrccl technique, build-up, 
composition, indoor light.ing and applied t,echniqur+l. Each chapter prcscnta the 
subject in thc form of w. lcssori-with text, practice migtiments and rules to re- 
nicmbcr. Mr. Hrodbcck’s approach to his subjcct is vigorous and forthright, 
his illustrut.ions practicul :ind informative. On the whole, however, the picturoe 
suffc-r throughoul. Ibis volume from nii~ildini!ss of reproduction. 

JAMES W. MOORE 
Home Movieo 

New York, N.Y. 

i-xiii + 307 pp. text + 3 pp. indcx. 

Tcchniquc is tho ‘art’ and ‘skill’ of movie making. 
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