
Engineering Activities 

Television Film Equipment 

During 1950, the Society joiiied wit,h the 
1iistitut.e of Radio Engineers and t,he 
Radio-Television Manufacturers AHsocitr- 
t io r i  (RThl A) in a oooperat,ive program of 
staiidsrdiaat,iou and exchange of technical 
dat,a. One result was the combining of two 
Society Committees, the Films From 
Television Committee and the Television 
Film l’rojootors Cominittce, with similar 
ItTMA projects, under a Television Film 
Equipment Committee. This joint group 
under thc? cnthusiastic ChairmanRhip of 
Frank N. Gillette, General Precision Lab- 
orat,ory, met last October during the Con- 
vention a t  Lake Placid and again on 
January 4 in New York City. 

At the rcicctnt meeting, agreement ww 
reached on a Proposed Standard for 16- 
M m  Project,ors for Television Film Chains 
Operatiiig on Full-Storage Basis. To  
bring the proposal into linc with the 
standards policies of RTMA and SMPTE, 
ccrtaiii proprietary references were deleted 
and it hw become largely a detailed 
specificatioii for performance of the equip- 
ment. Tests, methods of Irieaqurement, 
references to specific test films and to par- 
ticular test, equipmcnts are also included. 

The Conimittee received favorably sug- 
gestions for area of scan on 16-mm film 
and for picture area in video recording. 
The dimensions considered with the reason 
for hoing selected will be put into the foriii 
of a Proposed American Standard. After 
balloting of the entire Committee, the 
proposals will doubtless be published in 
the JOURNAL for a short period of trial and 
criticism. 

Substantial agreement was also reached 
on a proposal to  publish recommended 
standard dimensions for slides and 
opaques. The 2 x 2 in. transparent slide 
and the 4 x 5 in. opaque were considered 
most desirable, so the Committee will 
shortly vote upon them. 

16-Mm and 8-Mm 
The 1 6 M m  and 8-Mni Motion Pictures 

Committee, under the chairmanship of 
Henry Hood, has bcen exceptionally ac- 
tive. Several of t,he projects will soon 
appear in the JOIJHNAL, notahly the pro- 
posals on 16-rriiii and 8-inm film spliccs 
and on 16-mm projection reels. One 
project, “Recommendations for 16-Mm 
Review Rooms and Reproducing E q u i p  
ment,” developed by a subcommittee 
under the Chairmanship of E. W. D’Arcy, 
appears elsewhere in this isme of the 
JOURNAL. It is being published as an 
interim committer report in the hope that 
sufficient comment8 will bo received during 
the ensuing year to enable the committee 
to  formulate proposals for standardization. 

Sound 
At the Lake Placid Convention, the 

Sound Committee, undor Acting Chair- 
man, John Frayne, way faced with the 
urgent problem of reaching agreenicnt on 
proposcd standarch for magnetic sound 
tfracks on film. Protracted delay would 
result in incompatibility with the first 
equipments appearing on t tw market. 
Even more serious is the probnl)ility that 
the first manufacturer to produce a mag- 
iictic sound projector comrnerc:ially would 
set the standard. With this understand- 
ing, the Committee hsmmercd out, Pro- 
posed American Standards for Magnctic 
Sound Track on 35- and 17x-Mm Film, 
1&Mm Film, and 8-Mrn Film and sub- 
mittcd them to the Standards Committech 
for ita recommendations on publication for 
a 9O-day trial. They will probably bib 
published within the next few months. 

The status of the Proposed American 
Standards for Sound Transmission of 
Theater Projection Screens published for 
t,rial in the July, 1950, JOURNAL, WBS re- 
viewed. Inasmuch BN no adverse criticism 
had been received, it was agreed to submit, 
it to the Standards Committee for recom- 
mendations on final approval as an Ameri- 
can Standard. 

In addition, plans were inade for in- 
creasing activity on lead sulfide phototubes 
and standards for 16-mm magnetic film, 
coated full width. 
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