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This is the most readable, useful and 
practical book on architectural acoustics 
which we have encountered. Nat,urally, 
most of the information can hc found in 
more complete and complicated form in 
the Acoustical Society Journals, earlier 
hooks and ot,her periodical litcrature. 
Such a collection, we believe, would he far 
too extensive itntl t(echnirit1 for the! iiveragc 
architect and engincer (other than the 
acoustical engineer) to mitintaixi or use to 
his advitntttgc. 

Professor ICnutlscrI’s earlier book, Archi- 
tectural Armstirs, cnitmcing much of his 
original rmrarch, furnishox tit foundation 
for this new itnd excellent, collaboration. 
Comparison o f  tho two in such mst,ters as 
sound absorptive mtrt,orinls shows that 
niany of 1~he mnt,eriitls nicnt,ioned in the 
first book have disappeeared from the 
market., while new ones (they generally 
have coined nmiefl) have been developcd 
by a fastFmoving industry i!wn since the 
publication of the prrsent book. Changes 
such as this can hc expected in materials, 
methods and sound systems, hut certainly, 
the well-presentod Imsic information will 
remain useful. 

The authors have dcsigned this book pri- 
marily for architects and studm1.s of archi- 
tccture, and there is no doubt that if an 
architect will make us(* o f  t,his book in- 
t.clligc~ntly, he will avoid most o f  the glar- 
ing errors which crop up in public huild- 
ings. We sriggeth that. Chapters 9 through 
14 be read before consigning the book to a 
shelf. This prorcdure will probably arouse 
cnough intrrest to niitke thc reader do the 
first cight chapters, a t  least lightly. 
Chapters 1 through 8 dcd largely with the 
physics of sound and with the nature of 
speech and hewing. Chapters 9 through 

I 

14 are concerned with basic design, the 
sclection of a proper site, arrangement of 
rooms, control of noisc hoth air-borne and 
structurally transmtted, and use of sound 
amplification systems. These parts to- 
gether offer a fairly simple and lucid 
explanation of the nature and behavior of 
sound in its relation to architccturc. 
Specific problems in rooms for special uses 
are treated in the remainder of the book. 
Reference may be made to these sections 
as the need requires. 

There is a chapter on each of the follow- 
ing: auditoriums; school buildings; com- 
mercial and public buildings; homes, 
apartments and hotels; church buildings; 
broadcasting, television and sound-record- 
ing studios. 

While this book purports to be a non- 
mathematical treatise, it frequently steps 
out of character with the sudden appoar- 
anec o f  mathematical torrns not commonly 
met with in architecture. These consti- 
tute tlii. common language o f  the acousti- 
(:a1 engineer or physicist but probably 
convey little information t,o the architect. 
However, many of the expressions given 
are intcrproted by grapha which, if studied, 
will supply H fitirly close answrr. 

Undoul)t~lly, coniplicatcd pro lhns  will 
arise wherc thc itrchitect may need the 
Hcrviccs of a specialist in this field, but his 
task will be considerably lightcncd and his 
rcsultirig design better if he has a basic 
understanding of the acoustic principles 
undcrlying the form and structure being 
considcrcd. 

Aside from the use o f  this book by thc 
iirchii,ect t t i id  r c d e r  of general interest, it 
is rc!conimcndcd ILH It good additional refer- 
~ n c e  work for engineers in the sourid field. 
Thc careful listing of design procedure, the 
c*sterisive collation of sound-absorbing 
cwfficicnts of differcnt rnateriitls and data 
on Round transmission of viirious construc- 
tions makc the book very much worth 
while. ---.JAMES Y. DUNBAR, William J. 
Scully Acoustics Ck)rp., 101 Piirk Ave., 
Ncw York 17. 
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