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Peter L. Shamray died May 12,1953, in 

Wadsworth Memorial Hospital, West Los 
Angeles, Calif. He was 59 years old. 
Associated for many years with the motion- 
picture industry, he had worked as a 
laboratory techniciarr and siiperintendcnt 
with D. W. Grifith Co., Fine Arts Film 
Co., Triangle-Krystonc Co. and thc Ma- 
.jcstic Moving Pictiirr Co. 

During World War I lie srrvc~l i n  thc 
Signal Corps as a laboratory tcchnician 
and cinrmatographrr in France. In 1925 
he was studio and production manager for 
H. C. Weaver Studios in Tacoma, Wash. 
He had becn ’I’echnical Representative for 
du Pont Motion Picture Film since 1927. 
He was an active rncrnber of this Socicty 
since 1943 and was an Associate mrmber of 
the American Socicty of Cinematographers. 

Kenneth Shaftan was killed on April 4 
in the crash near Washington, D.C., of a 
small chartered plane in which he was re- 
turning to New York with two business 
associates from a military consulting 
assignment. As a Commander, US. Naval 
I<(-serve, he was buried with full naval 
Iicinors at  the National Crrnetcry, Arling- 
ttin, Va., on April 8. Hr was 33 years old. 

After graduation froin Columbia Uni- 
versity, Mr. Shaftan completed extensive 
postgraduate work at New York tJnivcrsity 
College of Engineering and C:olumbia 
Graduate School of Engineering. 

Commissioned Ensign, LJS. Navy i n  
1942, he became Officer-In-Charge of thc 
Photographic Group of the Bureau of 
Ships. 

At the time of his drath, he was Director 
of Photographic Instrumcntation, J. A. 
Maurcr, Inr., T.on~ Island City, N.Y., a 
departmrnt which he had organizrd and 
dircctcd. At the same time, he was Con- 
sultant to the Office of Naval Research 
and to the Research and Development 
Board, Dcpartrnent of Llcfrnse, Panel on 
Photography and Optics. 

His grratrst intcrest centered around 
photographic instrumentation. He had 
wtablishcd and maintained a voluminous 

filc of facts and data relating to photo- 
graphic instrumentation, technology and 
scientific photographic equipment and 
procedures. Hr had writtcn many tech- 
nical papers, all cxccptionally well docu- 
mented. 

After 1)ccoming a mcinbrr of the Socicty 
of Motion Picturc and Tclcvision Ihgi- 
neers in February 1946, he advocated thc 
use of still and motion-picturc. photography 
as a tool of industrial research and did 
intensive studies of the published literature 
in this field for the Society. His rrports, 
“A Survcy of High-speed Motion Picturc 
Photography” and “Progress in Photo- 
graphic Instrumentation in 1950” wrrr 
published in the May 1950 and the Novern- 
brr  1951 issurs of the Journul. He was 
also Chairman of the Society’s Committee 
on Engincering and Technical Socirty 
1,iaison. 

Hr was Presidcnt of the New York 
Chapter of the Society of Photographic 
Engineers, and was an active nicrnbcr and 
contributing author of The American 
Physical Socicty, American Institute of 
Physics, Optical Socicty of America, Royal 
Photographic Society of Great Britain, 
Biological Photographic Association and 
the Photographic Society of America. 
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