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SMPTE Executive Vice-president Irwin 
Young, Du Art Film Laboratorics, Inc., 
rcccived the Independent Feature Pro- 
jcct’s (IFP) first Lifetime Achievement 
Gotham Award on Scptcmbcr 30, 1991, 
in New York City. He was honored for 
his widcly known work in fostering fledg- 
ling filmmakers; he has givcn assistance 
to such dircctors a s  Spike Lee, Susan 
Seidelman, and Michael Moore when 
thcy wcrc struggling with their first pro- 
jects. 

“He was our unanimous first choice,” 
said Cathcrinc Tait, cxccutivc director of 
IFP. “His commitmcnt to indcpcndcnt 
filmmaking scrvcs as an outstanding ex- 
ample to everyone in this busincss and 
has been critical to the survival and 
growth of independent voices in film.” 

Thc IFP, which is bascd in New York 
City, is one o f  the country’s largcst asso- 
ciations of independent filmmakcrs and 
distributors. Thc Gotham Awards were 
created to underscorc New York’s role 
as a vital filmmaking center and to honor 
thosc individuals who have excelled 
within the industry and dcmonstratcd a 
commitmcnt to the spirit and indcpcn- 
dence particular to filmmaking in New 
York. 

Several SMPTE Fellows rcccivcd honors 
and awards from the BKSTS on July 8, at 
a lunchcon held at the Royal Garden 
Hotcl in London. Charles Peter Sand- 
bank, BBC, was prcscntcd with a fcllow- 
s h i p  f o r  his  c o n t r i b u t i o n  t o  t h c  
devclopmcnt of tclcvision technology. 
H e  joined BBC in 1978 as hcad of rc- 
scarch and was particularly involved in 
digital technology, clcctronic graphics, 
and high-definition television. H e  bc- 
camc dcputy director o f  engineering in 
1983, and rcccntly assumed special rc- 
sponsibilities for representing BBC’s in- 
tcrcsts in EBU, EUREKA, and RACE. 

Tomlinson Holman, 1.ucasfilm Ltd., 
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was namcd a fellow for his contribution t o  
the recording and reproduction of motion- 
picturc sound. Holman, who is a consul- 
tant  t o  Lucasfilm and  a n  assistant 
profcssor at the University of Southern 
California, is the developcr of the THX 
sound system and a theater alignment pro- 
gram that provides high-fidelity sound and 
better prescntation in cinemas. He is a 
mcmbcr of the US.  dclcgation to the IS0 
cinematography committee, has presented 
many papers worldwide, and was thc rc- 
cipicnt o f  the Samucl L. Warner Mc- 
morial Mcdal of the SMPTE in 1987 
and its Eastman Kodak Gold Mcdal in 
1990. 

William Shaw, Imax Corp., was prc- 
scntcd with a fellowship for his contribu- 
t ion  t o  t h c  d e v e l o p m e n t  a n d  
improvement of largc-screen film prc- 
sentation. H e  joined Imax in 1968 and 
devclopcd a rolling-loop systcm of pro- 
jcctor transportation for 70mm film with 
15 pcrf/frame, in the horizontal axis, at 
24 ft/sec. This arrangement, togcthcr 
with a high-power xcnon lamp, providcd 
magnificcnt images on some of thc larg- 
est screens imaginablc, which in turn led 
to the worldwide success of the Imax sys- 
tem. More recently thc technique has 
bccn extended into the Omnimax for- 
mat, and 3-D dual-projector Imax and 
Omnimax systems installed in Vancou- 
ver and Japan. He was the rccipicnt of 
the SMPTE’s John Grierson International 
Gold Medal in 1985. 

SMPTE Financial Vice-president 
Richard K. Schafer, Eastman Kodak 
Co., received an honorary fellowship for 
his participation in thc dcvclopment o f  
the machine-readable edge codc, a high- 
definition telecinc, and a high-resolution 
intcrmcdiate film systcm. H e  is currently 
the company’s manager of motion-pic- 
ture products and lcads the teams rc- 
sponsible for development and intro- 
d u c t i o n  of al l  new a n d  m o d i f i e d  
motion-picture products. 

Thc Dcnis Wratten Journal Award, 
which is awardcd annually for the best 
article publishcd in the BKSTS publica- 
tion, Image Technology, during the prc- 
vious ycar, was prescntcd to Ronald E. 
Uhlig, Eastman Kodak Co. His article, 
“Keykode‘“ Numbers on 35 and 16mm 
Film,” appeared in the June 1990 issuc of 
thc publication. He described very clear- 
ly and succinctly the specifications and 
applications of this important ncw sys- 
tem of film bar coding, which was intro- 
duced by Eastman Kodak. 

In addition, the Phil Bcrkclcy Award, 
which goes to thc pcrson or persons who, 
during thc preceding ycar, made an out- 
standing Contribution to the linking of 

SMPTE President Blaine Baker with BKSTS 
President Brian Rhodes. 

film and television technologies or to- 
wards progress in this ficld, was prcscnt- 
ed to Eastman Kodak’s Motion Picture 
and Television Division. The award rec- 
ognizes the company’s contribution in 
dcvcloping Keykode, the machine-read- 
able cdgc codc for motion-picture film. 

SMPTE President Blaine Baker, MPL 
Film & Video, Inc., was the guest speak- 
er at the lunchcon. 

Studer Revox AG has announced the ac- 
quisition of a majority intcrcst in Iligitec 
S.A. T h e  Digitcc organizat ion has  
changcd its name to Studer Digitec S.A. 
and operates as a full family member un- 
dcr the Studer division of SRAG. The 
move will allow the distribution of Digi- 
tcc products worldwide through Studer’s 
salcs and service network. In addition t o  
continuing his responsibilitics a s  prcsi- 
dent of Studcr France S.A.K.L., Oldrich 
Mikoska will assume thc prcsidcncy of 
the newly formcd Studer Digitec S.A. 

New facilities for the film, video, and 
broadcasting programs of Ncw York 
University’s School of Continuing Edu- 
cation (SCE) wcrc inaugurated on Sep- 
tember 19. L. Jay Oliva, thc university’s 
chancellor and president-clcct, formally 
opcned the new facility and announccd 
the launching of a fund-raising campaign 
t o  providc for the upgrading of cquip- 
mcnt and enhancing o f  classroom and 
technical space to accommodate all 
qualified applicants. Each ycar the pro- 
grams enroll approximately 3000 stu- 
dents, with wai t ing lists for  many 
courscs. The SCE has provided one of 
New York City’s most respcctcd profes- 
sional training programs in film for 25 
ycars. 

Robert I. Knudson has been namcd 
prcsidcnt of ALTA Group, Dynatech 
Broadcast Group’s San Josc-bascd man- 
ufacturcr of integrated video production 
systcms and the Calaway Editing line of 
edit controllcrs. Hc prcviously served as 
a vice-prcsidcnt at Ampcx Corp., general 
manager of a West Coast post-produc- 
tion facility, and director of engineering 
at WGN-TV in Chicago. 
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