Section Meetings

Baylor University Student Chapter, No-
vember 6, 1990 — Pcter Kramcer, Pana-
sonic, conducted a tutorial on the
principles of MII and S-VHS recording.
He specifically discussed chrominance
time-compression multiplexing, tape
transport systems, and head arrange-
ments of recorders. Via vidco examples,
the performance of a variety of recording
formats were analyzed and compared.
He also discussed CCD imaging technol-
ogy, highlighting comparisons to camera
tube technology. To demonstrate these
comparisons Kramer used an on-site
Panasonic-cquipped television mobile
remote truck with signals routed to a vid-
co projection display within the Baylor
Telecommunications Division audito-
rium. Following the formal presentation,
the 30 students and guests toured the
mobile truck and viewed the equipment.
— Corey Carbonara (Faculty Advisor),
Baylor University, Tclecommunications
Division.

Hollywood, November 28, 1990 — Two
hundred and fifty SMPTE members and
gucsts gathered at CBS TV City for a
mceting cntitled “Computer Graphics:
Small Computer Innovations Applicd to
Film and Television Production.” Host
Paul Carcy, Component Vidcographics,

and a panel of spcakers cxplained how
today’s powerful desktop computers arce
capable tools for image generation and
manipulation for film and tclevision pro-
duction. Byron Wagnor, 4C Technology,
discussed real-time video applications
and the issuc of worldwidc still and mo-
tion-video compression standards. Carl
Calbria, Trucvision, provided insight
into high-rcsolution applications. He
talked about clements that will enable
small computer systems to dynamically
process images for film and print appli-
cations, such as frame buffer and graph-
ics accelerator technology. — John L.
Mason (Secrctary/Treasurer), Eastman
Kodak Co.

Hollywood, December 18, 1990 — Disncy
Studios hosted a holiday screcning of
Lady and the Tramp in its original Cinc-
maScope format with stercographic
sound. As an opencr, the 400 SMPTE
members and guests were treated to
Toot, Whistle, Plunk and Boom, the first
CinemaScope cartoon and the winner of
an Academy Award. — Ron Little (Se-
cretary/Treasurer), CFLL

Houston, December 12, 1990 — At a
mecting focusing on nonlincar videotape
cditing, the technical operation of the

EMC(? system was demonstrated and cx-
plained by Bill Moore, POV Editorial
Scrvices. The system is based on a rewri-
table magneto-optical disc coupled with
an IBM computer. All usable shots are
dubbed in real time to the optical disc.
The video is rccorded in the optical disc
and the audio is recorded onto a sepa-
ratc Winchester disc, but kept in abso-
lute sync. The material may be sampled
by individual framc, by every other
frame, or cven by cvery third frame,
while being able to edit to the frame.

The system can rcach any point on the
disc in a fraction of a second, creating a
continous view of the cdited material.
The computer compiles an EDL that can
be dubbed to a floppy disk in any format
requircd. Four miniature picturcs ap-
pear on the monitor, showing the first
and last frames of each shot as they are
cdited. The edit frame may be magnified
to check for continuity or details. —
Robert Musburger (Secretary/Trea-
surer), University of Houston.

New England, December 12, 1990 — The
Dccember mecting provided attendecs
with an overview of /-in. digital compos-
ite recording. Philip Livingston, Pana-
sonic Broadcast Systems, gave a lively
presentation detailing the background

Bill Moore, POV Editorial Services, demonstrating the operation of the EMC? nonlinear videotape editing system during the Houston Section’s

December meeting.

192

SMPTE Journal, March 1991



behind the NHK 7-in. digital format
VTR. He also described the major fea-
tures and bencefits of his company’s V-in.
digital scrics.

During his prescntation Livingston
delivered technical explanations of new
developments in  clectronic and me-
chanical technology. The key point, he
said, is that there is no carrier in the new
format, He also gave a precise descrip-
tion of the construction of the super
structurcd Nitride alloy head. The tech-
nical fcatures of the new format were
compared to D-1 and D-2 rccording.
Discussion was dcvoted to the new 8-14
channel coding as opposcd to the S-NRZ
and Miller squarcd mcthods. Descrip-
tions of error correction, error conceal-
ment, and data shuffling recording
techniques were also provided. Living-
ston was assisted by Charles Gaydos and
Raymond Blumenthal, also of Pana-
sonic. — Edward Dextraze (Sccretary/
Treasurer), Raythecon Co.

Pacific/Northwest, November 14, 1990 —
The November meceting was held in con-
junction with the Scattle Chapter of the
Society of Broadcast Engincers (SBE) at
their annual Electronic Media Expo,
held in the Tacoma Dome Exhibition
Center. The subject of the meeting was
automated audio testing, fcaturing dem-
onstrations of the Tcektronix VM-700A
audio option and the Audio Precision
System 1, a personal computer-based
system.

Adolpho Rodriguez, Tektronix, Inc.,
described the Audio Option 40 which,
when used with a VM-700A, can conduct
automated testing. A one-second fre-
quency-shift keying signal identifics the
source of the test signals and indicates
which mcasurement sequence to usc.
Bob Metzler, Audio Prccision Systems,
demonstrated the System 1, which is de-
signed to be used as a transmission link
test system and can also provide gencral
audio testing, multitrack alignment and
performancc mcasurements, acoustical
testing, and more. The system uses real-
time fast Fourier transform to gencrate
graphics that can be displayed on a moni-
tor, saved to a disk, and sent to a low-cost
printer. — Clifford E. Anderson (Sccre-
tary/Treasurcr), KCTS-TV.,

Pacific/Northwest, December 7, 1990 —
At a meeting held at KOIN-TV, Rick
Swiers, Sony Broadcast Systems, ex-
plained the company’s library manage-
mcent system (LMS) and its interface to
tralfic systems. In 1986 the company is-
sucd a standard gatcway protocol to casi-
ly accommodate various log formats.
Ultilizing this protocol, a confirmed log
can be translated into a playlist and an
as-run log can be returned in standard
format. Thesc operations can be accom-
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plished using floppy disks or an LAN to
transfer information. According to
Swicrs, the ideal process would be to tic
the traffic computer, mobile control
room (MCR) computer, and LMS sys-
tem together using an LAN. Jim Lcigh-
ton, also of Sony Broadcast, assisted with
the presentation.

Jim Ochler, Columbine Traffic Sys-
tems, discussed combining his company’s
traffic management system and the ICA
Systems Group’s automation system with
MCR cquipment to obtain an automated
system. He cited two reasons to auto-
mate: to maximize personnel cfficiency
and to simplify log rcconciliation.
WNEP-TV in Scranton, Pa., and
WRAG-TV in Memphis, Tenn., are cur-
rently using automated systems. WNEP
uscs traffic-gencrated floppy disks in the
MCR computer, which is connccted via
RS-422 to a Beta Cart, router, MCR
switcher, character gencerator, and tape
machines. At the conclusion of the pre-
sentation, the 43 attendees toured the
KOIN master control room. — Clifford
E. Anderson (Sccretary/Treasurer),
KCTS-TV.

Pasadena City College, November 13,
1990 — The mecting featured Mickey
Rodriguez, a colorist who received his
training at Pasadena City College. He
described the job of a colorist, or telecine
operator, as being a mediator between
production and post-production. He
stressed that the colorist must be person-
able, well-rounded, and willing to work
long hours. He noted that during the pre-
vious 48-hour weekend, he had worked
36 hours.

He explained videotape formats that
arc uscd, how time code is burned-in on
some of the tapes, and the concept of the
letter box. He pointed out that because
of aspect ratio differentials, it is ncces-
sary to pan and scan the film. He also
emphasized the importance of being
proud of your work, doing your best, and
not doing a job strictly for financial re-
ward. — Anthony Lacy (Student Co-
Chairman), Pasadena City College.

Pasadena City College, November 27,
1990 — Former Pasadena City College
student Mark Cheer, Keystone Commu-
nications, discussed the role of satellites
in broadcasting. Hc told the 27-member
audience that there arc 30 satellites over
the U.S. to handle programming scr-
vices. Each satellite has 24 channcls. A
single hop is used to go from coast to
coast, but two hops are required to get to
London.

Topics covered during his presenta-
tion included simple closed circuit feeds,
composite nciwork feeds, sports back-
hauls, news round robins, and interna-

tional satcllite fceds. He used a
vidcotape presentation that detailed dif-
ferent types of feeds. One example con-
sisted of a person in a studio in Los
Angeles who was being interviewed by a
program host in London. The audio feed
that was being received in Los Angeles
from London was included on the tape.

Of note, during the 131st SMPTE
Technical Conference in Los Angeles,
Cheer was on hand as Keystone played a
key role in the first transmission of a live
all-digital HDTYV signal sent by satellite
from Japan to the U.S. — Ailcen Braun
(Student Co-Chairman), Pasadcna City
College.

Rochester, December 12, 1990 — The
meceting, entitled “Tour and Concert of
the Wurlitzer Theater Organ,” was held
at the Riviera Theatre, which opened in
1926 with live stage shows as well as
state-of-the-art motion pictures. Neil
Lang, Niagra Fronticr Theater Organ
Socicty, gave the group a tour of the
basecment dressing rooms and relay
rooms through the pipe towers to the
projection booths where the 35mm pro-
jectors have been modificd 1o accommo-
date everything from the classic silent
movices to today’s feature films, including
3-D presentations.

The group also lcarned that the Riv-
icra’s Wurlitzer organ was designed to be
an orchestra under the direction of one
player to provide accompaniment for si-
lent movies. This organ has becn updat-
¢d through the years to its current stage
of 3 Manual, 21 Rank. The tour was fol-
lowed by a theater organ concert. — Paul
G. Kanerva (Sccretary/Treasurer), East-
man Kodak Co.

Soviet Union, December 12, 1990 — The
mecting took place at the Cincma and
Photo Rescarch Institute (NIKFI). Dr. 1.
Preobrazhensky, R. Kuliev, and 1. Ru-
dinsky, all of Film Presentation Tech-
nique and Technology Laboratory, gave
reports on the results of their research
on winding processes for large rolls of
film. The group had created a model of
the deformed film statc inside a roll and
offcred new theories for film safety whilc
winding and unwinding large roles of
film.

The results of this research has been
experimentally confirmed on a special
testing stand that makes it possible to
imitate the nccessary movement condi-
tions for film of all formats. The reports
were accompanied by slides and calcula-
tion schemes as well as pictures of the
testing stand. The reports were of great
intercst to thc 24-person audicnce and
inspired informal post-mecting discus-
sions about the development of theorceti-
cal rescarch works. — Elcanora L.
Vinogradova (Chairman), NIKFI.
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