SMPTE Approves New
Engineering Procedures

A reviscd set of procedures for the
work of the SMPTE cngincering com-
mittees has been approved by the Soci-
ety’s Board of Governors. These new
procedures are expected to reduce the
minimum processing time for SMPTE
Standards, Rccommended Practices,
and Enginecring Guidclines by approxi-
mately onc-half, to just undcr onc year.

Key changes in the new procedures in-
clude the elimination of one redundant
approval stage, reducing the requirc-
ment for consensus from two committee
stages 10 one¢ while maintaining due
process at both levels, cnlarging the role
and authority of the Engineering Dircc-
tors and the Steering Committees which
they chair, and enlarging the authority of
the Standards Committce.

In addition to consolidating and clari-
tying the old procedurcs, the new proce-
dures officially recognize what has long
been perceived by the industries that usc
SMPTE engincering documents, which
is that SMPTE documents arc final, ap-
proved documents in their own right.
SMPTE Standards will continue to be
forwarded to other standardization orga-
nizations for adoption under their own
procedures.

Some Technology Committces have
been restructured to better organize the
work currently under way and scen for
the future, and a ncw Committee on Hy-
brid Technology has been formed to
work on film/electronic and advanced
moving image technologics. The Com-
mittee on New Technology has becen
climinated, with new and devcloping
technologies to be considered within the
appropriate Technology Committces.

The ncw administrative procedurcs
will be implemented immediately with
the changes in Technology Committee
structure to take cffect January 1, 1992,
All of the work currently under way in
the Society’s engineering committees
will continuc, with some of the sub-
groups reporting to different Technology
Committees after the first of the ycar.

SMPTE Monthly Engineering
Meeting Schedule

The adjacent calendar shows the dates
and times of upcoming mcetings and the
citics where they will be held. Specific
locations may not yet be determined. In-
formation on participation in thesc
meetings is available from the Engincer-
ing Decpt. at SMPTE Hcadquarters,
(914) 761-1100.
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