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Hollywood, January 23,1991 - The Jan- 
uary meeting was held at  the Jet Propul- 
sion Laboratory (JPL) in Pasadena. 
Michacl Garcia opened with an overview 
of the various programs that JPL is cur- 
rently involved in and gave an updated 
visual prcsentation o f  “Wclcomc to Out- 
c r  Space,” which highlights both histori- 
cal and futurc spacc cxploration probcs 
and projects from 19.58 to 2020. Fol- 
lowing the opcning talk, Grcgg Han- 
chett, Stevc Bridgcs, and Gary Savona 
discussed the studio and television oper- 
ations for prcss bricfings, tclcconfcrcnc- 
ing, and internal uses. 

Thc 80 mcmbcrs and gucsts wcrc giv- 
en a tour of the JPI, facilities via a bus 
ridc that first stoppcd at thc Dccp Spacc 
Network, which houses mission control 
currcntly tracking 14 spacccrafts in 
space. The tour then continued to the 
spacccraft asscnibly facility. The group 
viewed the assembly of the camera and 
rclatcd packagc dcsigncd to rcplacc thc 
present unit aboard the Hubble tele- 
scope. Thc unit is tcntativcly schcdulcd 
to be launchcd in 1993. Additional fu- 
turc projccts wcrc discusscd from both 
f inancial  a n d  e n g i n e e r i n g  vantage  
points. - Ronald Jcromc Littlc (Sccrc- 
tarymreasurer), Consolidated Film In- 
dustries. 

Houston, January 16, 1991 - Thc Hi8 
vidco format was the topic o f  discussion 
at  a meeting hcld at Industrial AudioWi- 
dco. Michacl Wccms, Sony Professional 
Vidco, dcscribcd thc advantagcs of the 
Hi8 format’s technical specifications. He 

said that placing thc vidco bctwccn 5.7 
arid 7.7 MHz improved the bandwidth to 
2 MHz, lowcrcd thc vidco SNR, and 
maintained upward compatibility. The 
tapc Icavcs two unuscd longitudinal 
tracks, a s  well as two PCM audio chan- 
nels and its own I li8 time code. Thc time 
code is diffcrent from SMPTE timc code 
but can be uscd in conjunction with 
SMPTE. Wccms dcscribcd a varicty of 
machines, some of which were on display 
at Industrial AudioWidco’s cquipmcnt 
show. After the presentation, the 3.5 
mcnibcrs and gucsts tourcd thc cquip- 
ment display. - Robert Musburgcr (Sc- 
c r c t a r y / T r  c a s u r c r ) , U n i v c r s i t y o f  
Houston. 

MontreaVQuebec, November 20,1990 - 
At a mccting hcld at Sony of Canada, 68 
SMPTE members and guests heard pre- 
scntations on rcccnt tcchnical dcvclop- 
ments in television production in both 
the ficld and thc studio. Stcvcn Stirc of 
Sony USA discussed the recently intro- 
duccd metal particle (MP) tapes and 
outlined the benefits of MP formula- 
tions, spccifically for small format appli- 
cations. 

Sylvain Marcottc, SM Tcchnologies, 
then gave an elaborate demonstration of 
the TCS-1, a timc codc transmitter that 
is used for field applications. This com- 
pact clip-on accessory transmits on U H F  
frequencies and has a range of approxi- 
mately 30 to 50 ft. The product transmits 
thc vidco output of the camcra along 
with thc timc code information. Any por- 
table television rcccivcr can pick up the 

Michael Weems (left), Sony Professional Video, showing the Hi8 camcorder to Houston Section 
Chairman Marty Kirkland, Pearlman Productions, during the January meeting. 
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picture where the timc codc appears as 
burned-in characters. In addition, the 
time code sender can display additional 
information, such as safe title areas, 
cross hairs, etc. 

The meeting cndcd following a pre- 
scntation on CCD technology. John 
Quanz, Sony, gavc claborate details on 
thc dcvclopments and techniques of thc 
BVW 400 and BVP 370 CCD cameras, 
which permit highcr scnsitivity, better 
SNR, and improved resolution over prc- 
vious CC13 cameras. Stcvcn Ticc, Robert 
Giuristantc, and Luc Lachapelle, all of 
Sony, also contributed to this cducation- 
al program. - Paul Bcllcrose (Chair- 
man), National Film Board of Canada. 

New York, February 7,1991 - Two pcr- 
spcctivcs on the currcnt state of HDTV 
production were offered by Mark Schu- 
bin, a consultant who does work for the 
Metropolitan Opera, and David Niles, 
Captain Ncw York. Schubin described 
the formidable technological problems 
encountered in a multicamcra HDTV 
production of the opera “Semiramide.” 
He also reviewed the history of thc Mct- 
ropolitan Opera’s televised productions, 
noting the use of image-intensificd cam- 
eras for available light origination. Niles 
showed an HDTV multicamcra musical 
piece, pointing out that HDTV origina- 
tion is beyond the experimental stage 
and is vcry much a part of thc production 
landscape. 

Thc mceting, hcld at thc Ed Sullivan 
Theater, closed with a presentation by 
Jim Gaspar, technical coordinator of the 
FCC Ad Hoc Group on Production Plan- 
ning, who spoke on the upcoming source 
material creation needed to evaluate 
ATV proponcnt systcms. Thc attcndccs, 
who numbered approximately 150, were 
ablc to view high-definition picturcs in 
1125 interlaced, 1050 interlaced, 525 
progressive, and 787.5 progressive line 
standards. -Jay H. Ballard (Chairman), 
NBC Television Network. 

Pacific Northwest, January 18, 1991 - 
Thc meeting, held at American Produc- 
tion Scrviccs, was attended by 18 mem- 
bcrs and gucsts from Washington and 
Orcgon. Ray Pashley, Sony Broadcast, 
prcscnted an overview of CCD technol- 
ogy, explaining various “buzz” words and 
terminology as they apply to  camcra 
specifications. Included in his presenta- 
tion was a description of Sony’s newest 
dcvclopment in the CCD field, the 
Hyper-Hole-Accumulation-Diodc, also 
called I Iyper HAD, which uses lcnscs on 
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individual sensors to incrcasc rcsolution 
and sensitivity. l le then distributed 
copies of a five-part article on CCDs, 
written hy Larry J. Thorpe, Sony Ad- 
vanccd Systems, for W 72chohgy A 
tour o f  the facility was given at the end of 
thc niccting. - Clifford E. Anderson 
(Sccretary/Trcasurcr), KC‘TS-TV. 

Pasadena City College, December 1 1 ,  
1990 - Former Pasadena City Collcgc 
student David Sargent, BTS, Inc., dis- 
cussed the use of CCDs in studio cam- 
eras. He dcscribcd the various methods 
that are used for thc transfer of informa- 
tion from the CCD by different nianufac- 
turcrs and discussed the advantages o f  
CCDs ovcr pickup tubes. l lc cxplaincd 
that CCD camcriis cxpcricncc low fail- 
ure ratcs, but urged their users to  avoid 
extrcmc hcat. H e  noted that thc college’s 
local television station, KTIA,  recently 
purchascd the last tubc cameras that 
BTS manufacturcd. Hc added that when 
it hccomcs ncccssary, the cost of rctuh- 
ing thosc cameras will be $8000. 

H e  closed the mccting by giving the 28 
members and gucsts a demonstration o f  
thc BTS Model LDK-00. H e  also ;in- 
nounccd that thcre was a position open 
at  BTS and described the job duties and 
the qualifications rcquired by applicants. 
As a rcsult, Student Mcnibcr Stephen 
Lucas was later hircd for the position. - 
Anthony Lacy (Studcnt Co-Chairman), 
Pasadcna City Collcgc. 

Pasadena City College, January 8, 1991 
- Stcvc deSatnick, MTC Production 
Center, discussed coniputcr graphics. I Ic 
prefaced his talk with ;in explanation of 
thc facilities o f  MTC. He then explained 
the differcnccs bctweeri 2-D and 3-D cf- 
fccts, describing thc diffcrcnt units that 
are used and thcir respectivc costs. He 
statcd that computcr graphics is an ad- 
junct of an edit facility, and i n  somc in- 

From left: Jacques Lachapelle, Sylvain Marcotte, Luc Lachapelle, Paul Bellerose, and John 
Quanz at the MontreaIlQuebec Section‘s November meeting. 

stances it is a scparatc profit ccntcr for 
post-production. I Ic dcscribcd many cx- 
amples of computcr graphic techniques 
for the audience and gavc insight on how 
they  arc accomplished. 

A mcmher o f  the board of thc Intcrna- 
tiorial Tcleproduction Society (ITS), dc- 
Satnick informed the 22 attendees that 
ITS is planning to sponsor a scholarship 
for students who want a carccr in com- 
putcr graphics. Also at the meeting, it  
was made known that thc job openings 
that had been announced by Roy Bru- 
baker, Foto-Tronics, had hccn fillcd hy 
Past Student Ch;iirnian Ronnie Hordcy 
and John Chrmona, a student at thc col- 
lege. - Anthony I ~ c y  (Studcnt C h -  
Chairman), I’asadcna City College. 

Rochester, January 15, 1991 - Thc Jan- 
uary mccting was devotcd to thc theme, 
“The Use of Vidco in Athletic Training.” 
Gcnc Spcncer, Syracusc Univcrsity, gavc 

Twenty-eight SMPTE Student Members and guests attended the December meeting at Pasade- 
na City College to hear a presentation by David Sargent, BTS, lnc. 
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an overview of thc Lxxicon computerized 
tapc logging system. He cxplaincd how 
thc play log and timc code were sepa- 
rately gcncrated and brought together in 
the computcr, which is the heart of the 
systcm. Once the logged edit list is put 
together, the systcm has the capability to 
opcratc multiple source and rccord ma- 
chines. This allows the editor to crcate 
training tapcs that are specific to individ- 
ua l  players on the field, thus assisting the 
a th le tes  in improving their  pcrfor-  
manccs. 

The prcscntation included a dcmon- 
stration of the “clicker,” which is a push- 
button cable rcmotc control that allows 
the traincr to stand hack from the moni- 
tor and view the tapc with the players. 
The buttons on the clicker are positioned 
to make it easy to do fast forward, rc- 
wind, frcczc, and slow motion. The ath- 
lctcs can view the plays in detail, study 
their mistakes, and correct thcm while 
thcy are still on thc practice field.- Paul 
G. Kanerva (Sccretary/Treasurcr), East- 
man Kodak Co. 

San Francisco, January 17,1991 -Over 
600 members and guests assemblcd at 
the lmax Thcater at Grcat America 
Thcmc Park to hear William C. Shaw, 
Imax, and Ben Burtt, Lucasfilm, discuss 
lmax technology and its application to 
filmmaking. 

Shaw reportcd that since lY88, Imax 
has opened 11 permanent and 13 exposi- 
tion theaters, as wcll as four in Osaka, 
Japan. l i e  said that the company utilizes 
ii 15-perf-width film frame on h5mm film 
in the camcra and 70mm prints in the 
projcctor. Presently Imax is especially 
keen on 3-D tcchnology, an intcrest that 
datcs hack to  1972. Thc first step in mak- 
ing good 3-D films is to set up thc system 
precisely and carry the whole system of 
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