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Obituaries

Willis R. Warren, a Life Fellow of the
Society, is dead. He joined the SMPTE
in 1960 and was elected a Fellow in 1966,
at which time he held the position of
chief, supply and equipment branch,
U.S. Information Agency (U.S.LA.). A
veteran of WWII, Warren had worked in
the motion-picture division of the Office
of the Coordinator of Inter-American
Affairs, It was there that he established a
reputation for being able to obtain maxi-
mum results with a minimun expenditure
of government funds. After the war he
helped to develop the motion-picture
section to provide a real peacetime serv-
ice in many foreign countries. He was
responsible for the development of Sev-
en-O-Rama and its operation at the
Moscow Fair in 1959. He had been twice
honored by the U.S.ILA,, receiving the
Meritorious Service Award in 1959 and
the Superior Service Award in 1962.

Stuart N, Wilson, an Active Member of
the Society, died on January 6, 1991. He
joined the Society as an Associate Mem-
ber in 1957, while he was employed by
Harry S. Goodman Productions. He lat-
er worked as production supervisor for
WNDT-Channel 13 in New York, senior
instructor at the RCA Institute, and
dean of the Sylvania TV School. He up-
graded his status to Active Member in
1987, at which time he was director
emeritus of the Center for Media Arts.

Robert L. Shoemaker, an Active Mem-
ber, died on January 27 at the age of 83.
A longtime audio equipment sales repre-
sentative in Winnetka, Ill., he is believed
to be the first A/V manufacturer’s repre-
sentative to initiate a completely mobile
operation. In 1969, while working as
president of Avaco-LaBelle Courier, he
incorporated his office, showroom, and
living quarters in a mobile van, complete
with radio/telephone communications.
He used the vehicle to cover his four-
state territory.

Frank L. Kormash, an Associate Mem-
ber, died on July 25. He joined the Soci-
ety in 1957 and, until his retirement, was
employed by Wilding Picture Produc-
tions, Inc.

Marjorie A. Sirkin, a Student Member,
died of leukemia on January 18, at the
age of 38. A freelance assistant film edi-
tor, she had attended UCLA, Temple
University, University of Delaware, Uni-
versity of Miami, and Sherwood Oaks
Experimental College.
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