The SMPTE Journal and Other Publications:
SMPTE’s Continuing Commitment to Information

Dissemination

By Jeffrey Friedman

Since the Society was founded, it
has always had a means of publishing
technical information. The Society’s
publishing program began as soon as
the organization was founded with the
publication of Transactions No. 1. This
volume contained the certificate of
incorporation, the constitution and
bylaws, and an address on standard-
ization by Henry D. Hubbard, Sec-
retary of the U.S. National Bureau of
Standards, who had spoken before the
Society at its first meeting in Washing-
ton, D.C., on July 24, 1916.

From then on, the SMPE, as it was
known prior to 1950, regularly pub-
lished technical material. The Soci-
ety’s first publication was Transactions
of the SMPE, in which were published
the technical presentations given at
the Society’s meetings and conven-
tions. In 1930 the Transactions be-
came the Journal of the Society of
Motion Picture Engineers. When the
Society added television to its name in
1951, the magazine became the Jour-
nal of the Society of Motion Picture and
Television Engineers. In 1976, the title
was changed to the SMPTE Journal.

The Transactions was changed to
the Journal in 1930 because it was
thought that to publish only material
from the Society’s meetings in a quar-
terly periodical was too limiting, With
the transition to a monthly journal,
the Society could publish papers fast-
er and could also include material that
came from other sources, such as for-
eign journals.

The decision to change from a
quarterly Transactions to the monthly
Journal was not a casual one. Among
the most important considerations
was financial support. At the time, the
Society did not have a professional
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editor, so the Chairman of the Journal
Committee acted as editor pro fem un-
til an editor was hired in October
1930. To help meet the increasing fi-
nancial obligations incurred by the
new journal, the Society created threc
classes of sustaining members, the
subscriptions for which were $1000,
$500, and $100. Thus sustaining mem-
bership got its start.

The Journal has always been a pub-
lication whose function is to docu-
ment current significant technical
developments and thus become the
repository of engineering information
for future engineers and rescarchers.
Though that notion remains a con-
stant, the focus of the Journal has
shifted since its early days.

The evolution of motion-picture
and television technology is followed
in the pages of the SMPTE Journal.
When sound was first introduced, the
Journal documented many of the sig-
nificant developments. When color
film emerged, the Society document-
ed it. When the Society included tele-
vision in 1950, the technology was past
its infancy, but substantial future de-
velopments were still ahead. The So-
ciety had always published relevant
information of interest to its constitu-
ency, including material about televi-
sion long before the word became part
of its name.

The Journal has been a mirror that
reflects the significant issues of the
technologies it serves. There is a cor-
relation between the number of arti-
cles published on a specific subject at
a given time and the amount of inter-
est among Journal readers in that sub-
ject.

Each year’s volume of Journals, in-
cluding the Progress Report, is a snap-
shot of the moving-image industry.
What has been published in the Jour-
nal represents the leading edge of
technology in both motion pictures
and television.

In 1928, for example, one year after
the commercial introduction of mo-
tion-picture sound, the Society had, at
its convention in Lake Placid, N.Y., a
program devoted entirely to sound.
When published in the Transactions
that year, the papers filled almost 300
pages. It was, at that time, one of the
most complete collections of informa-
tion on motion-picture sound avail-
able.

Now there are many articles on
such new subjects as signal processing,
digital television, and HDTV. On the
motion-picture side, there are new de-
velopments still being documented,
such as new bar-code technology;
most of it, however, has an electronic
spin. Many articles published today
arc on subjects similar to those of days
past, giving historians an opportunity
to trace the advancement of such im-
portant technologies as sound, light-
ing, optics, and film.

Subjects that were very important
at a certain time in the SMPTE’s his-
tory no longer appear in the pages of
the Journal. Instrumentation and
high-speed photography used to be
one of the Society’s major areas of
interest, but as the number of mem-
bers in the field decreased and the
interest of other organizations in-
creased the Society dropped the sub-
ject from Journal coverage.

Atrticles on other subjects that once
were of primary interest to the Society
gradually disappeared from the Jour-
nal pages because there were fewer
people in these ficlds to write the arti-
cles. The Society had many standards
for film projection and dozens of arti-
cles on the subject. In fact, the defini-
tive book on projection practices had
been published by the Society. Yet
few articles on projection and theater
practices have been published in re-
cent years, not because of willful nc-
glect, but because there were fewer
people submitting such papers.

495



JANUARY, 1930

FUNLIMMED MONTHLY, AT RAATOM. FA..
MOCIETY OF MOTION FICTULE .Rallllll

Transactions/Journal Covers

‘Desr‘gn of digest-size Transactions begin-
ning with No. 2, Oct. 1916.

In 1920, the Transactions published the table ’
of contents on the front cover.

‘ First issue of the newly-named Journal of the
Society of Motion Picture Engineers.

Later version of the Journal, still digest size. >

‘wnen the Society embraced lelevision in

1950, the title of the Journal was changed to
Journal of the Society of Motion Picture and
Television Engineers.

In 1954 the Journal went full size, to accom- ’
modate standard advertising dimensions.
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from 1916 to the Present

SMPTE Journal, July 1991

‘A redesign of the front cover in 1955. Note
absence of the letters SMPTE in the logo.

An enhancement of the previous year's cover
design change, returning the name Journal
of the Society of Motion Picture and Televi-
sion Engineers. This design continued for
almost 20 years.

,‘W:‘rh the official change in name to SMPTE
Journal, the publication was again rede-
signed in 1976.

The first issue with an illustration on the front
cover.

‘fn the 80s, illustrations graced the Journal's
covers, often in full color. Here is a new de-
sign of the Journal headpiece.

The Journal today, again with the contents
on the front cover, but with a contemporary
look.
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Journal Quality

Quality has always been the trade-
mark of the Journal. Writing in the
first issue of the Journal in January
1930, Loyd A. Jones, the editor pro
tem, said, “The [Journal] Committee
and the Board of Governors are
unanimous in agreeing that every ef-
fort must be made to keep the Journal
on the highest technical plane. The
Society of Motion Picture Engineers
has, during the past years, earned the
respect and esteem of the motion pic-
ture industry largely through the high
quality of its Transactions and its free-
dom from any taint of commercialism.
Our new Journal must be in harmony
with this reputation, for this reputa-
tion is one of our most valuable assets
and must be safeguarded at all
costs.”™*

The SMPTE Journal is a peer-re-
viewed publication. All papers sub-
mitted to the SMPTE go through a
thorough review process, which in-
sures that only the best papers are
published. Papers are first read by the
Chairman of the Board of Editors,
Fred Remley, University of Michigan.
He assigns each paper to four mem-
bers of the Board of Editors, based on
the subject of the paper. Thus, each
paper is evaluated by four experts.

Once the review process is com-
plete, papers are selected for the Jour-
nal based on the reviewer evaluations.
More than 50% of the papers re-
viewed are not published in the Jour-
nal because they fail to meet the high
standards that a peer-review system
provides.

The peer-review system also pro-
vides another advantage. Reviewers
often give advice on how to improve
the papers, so that the authors have
the added benefit of additional exper-
tise. This review process insures edito-
rial excellence, something the
SMPTE has always had reason to be
proud of.

The SMPTE is fortunate to have
the top people in their fields as mem-
bers of the Board of Editors. Their
knowledge and expertise guarantees
that the Journal will continue as a
high-quality publication bringing its
members accurate and reliable infor-
mation.

Aside from its technical content
and minor cosmetic changes, the Jour-
nal has been remarkably constant in

*“Our Monthly Journal,”J. SMPE, Jan. 1930, pp. 9-10.
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its look and general focus. It has re-
mained fundamentally a serious, no-
nonsense publication aimed at
documenting significant technical de-
velopments with a minimum of com-
mercialism. The Journal has evolved
into a useful, readable publication
with a standardized format, amply
sized graphics, and large type. It is
edited for a diverse readership, in-
cluding many individuals who may not
understand specific articles without
the special treatment that is given to
make each article comprehensible to
as many readers as possible. Though it
is impossible to be all things to all
members, the Journal is published
with an eye toward serving a reader-
ship that is changing and diversifying.

Journal publication is the responsi-
bility of the Editorial Vice-President,

" a position now held by Frank Haney,

Fox Television Stations. The Journal is
published by the headquarters edito-
rial staff under the supervision of the
Editor.

Except for the ten-year period from
1981 to 1990, the Journal cover has
tended toward a scholarly, academic
appearance. Early covers displayed
the name and logo, and in later years
included the list of papers. It wasn’t
until late 1981 that illustrations began
to appear on the cover, and from then
through December 1990, there were
graphics or photographs from Journal
articles on the cover. Often full-color
photographs appeared. It was decid-
ed, however, for the January 1991 is-
sue, to return to a cover with only the
table of contents, for both financial
and aesthetic reasons.

Features

Though the publication of technical
articles has always been the main pur-
pose of the Journal, other features
have appeared in the Journal from
time to time. Standards have ap-
peared since the beginning, but not
monthly as they do now.

News has been a part of the Jour-
nal’s editorial content for years. At the
beginning, it appeared as Society an-
nouncements. It later went under the
name of “News and Notes,” then
“Education,” “Industry News,” and
most recently just “News.” Now News
& Notes is the name of the Society’s
monthly newsletter.

In October 1947, it was decided
that news about members, as well as
new product information, would be
published. The announcement point-

ed out that new product news should
be about items of outstanding interest
to engineers and that the scientific
value, not the commercial aspects,
should be stressed. This policy contin-
ues,

Biographies of prominent members
have appeared in the Journal from
time to time in different forms. In the
1940s they went under the name of
“Purely Personal.” More recently, the
term “Biographical Notes” was used.
Also on a personal level, the Society
has published obituaries since 1927
During World War II, lists of mem-
bers of the Society lost in the service
of their country were published.

In February 1951, it was announced
that abstracts of technical articles,
published elsewhere but not generally
available to members, would be pub-
lished. Also, reports on section meet-
ings would be included in the Journal.
These items are still published. Sec-
tion meeting reports appear in most
issues of the Journal. Abstracts of pa-
pers from other publications are pub-
lished occasionally, when available.

Progress Report

The first Progress Report, pub-
lished in May 1920, was reprinted in
the April 1991 Progress Report issue
of the Journal in commemoration of
the Society’s 75th anniversary. The re-
printed version was only 22 pages
compared with the 1990 report in that
issue, which was 75 pages.

One could assume that the variance
represents the amount of new techni-
cal information available then and
now. Since that was the first such re-
port, methods were less elaborate
than those used today. In those days,
members of the Progress Committee
sought the information individually,
and in some ways it was probably
more difficult to collect.

Early reports concentrated only on
motion-picture technology, which was
still in its infancy. Sound was not yet a
part of conventional motion-picture
technology. Now, SMPTE Progress
Reports span all the technology of
motion pictures, television and, of
course, sound. There is a lot more
technology today.

In the early days, the Progress
Committee actually produced the en-
tire report. Today, the Progress Com-
mittee is made up of experts who
supply the Editorial Department with
reports about developments in their
countries. Most of the technical in-
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formation is sent to Hcadquarters
directly from manufacturers and or-
ganizations. Herc the Editorial De-
partment compiles and organizes the
material and writes the report in Jour-
nal style. When it is completed, the
report is given to the Editorial Direc-
tors for Motion Pictures and Televi-
sion to check and to use to write
overviews of their respective indus-
tries. The entire report is under the
supervision of the Executive Vice-
President, now Irwin Young, who
serves as Chairman of the Progress
Comnmittee.

The Society’s goal is to document
the progress in the industries it serves.
That the Society has been doing this
since 1920 demonstrates the impor-
tance the Society places on having a
record of the development of its tech-
nologies. The Progress Reports, com-
bined with the technical papers that
appear in the other issues of the Jour-
nal, provide the industry with a credi-
ble, documented record of its
progress, to which members of the in-
dustry and researchers can refer for
years to come.

Advertising

The society began accepting adver-
tising in the Transactions in 1920. In-
deed, the first issue in which
advertising appeared had more than
16 pages of ads. These ads are inter-
esting from a historical point of view
because many of the companies run-
ning ads no longer exist (see layout of
ads from 1920 issue elsewhere in this
article).

Advertising was discontinued dur-
ing World War II, but was reinstated
in the July 1954 Journal, when the
publication was enlarged to 84 X 11V4
in. to accommodate the standard
7% 10-in. advertising size used by
most other publications. The Journal
has accepted advertising ever since.

The Journal has the policy of limit-
ing advertising to only the back half of
the magazine in the news sections.
The reason for this is to avoid having
the ads intrude upon the technical pa-
pers and to keep the ads near material
on new products and other industry
news. Having ads in the back has al-
ways been the policy of the Journal.

Employment advertisements have
appeared in the Journal since 1932.
When they were first established,
therc was a charge of $2.00 for a single
insertion and $5.00 for three consecu-
tive insertions. In recent years, the So-
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ciety has had a policy of allowing
members to advertisc in the employ-
ment columns of the Journal without
charge.

Other Publications

Though the Journal has always been
the primary publication of the Society,
it has published a wealth of other ma-
terials in its long history. Along with
reprints of important Journal articles,
the Society has published a long list of
books. Indeed, the SMPTE has pub-
lished at least one book a year since
1976. In 1989 the Society published
two books, and two books will have
been published by the end of 1991.

Many of the Society’s books are col-
lections of technical papers presented
at Society conferences. Most of the
books published since 1977 are compi-
lations of papers from television con-
ferences. This idca of publishing
conference material originated early
in the Society’s history. For examplec,
in 1948, the Society published The
Motion Picture Theater: Planning, Up-
keep. This book came about when, in
1947, it was decided that most of the
62nd Semiannual Convention of the
Society, held in New York in October
1947, would be devoted to theater en-
gincering. The papers presented at
this conference made up the greater
part of the 38 papers published in the
book.

Between 1949 and 1954 the Society
published a series of five volumes on
high-speed photography. These books
were published as supplements to the
Journal but were available separately
for many years. They were considered
the definitive books on the subject at
the time and were an important pub-
lishing achievement for the Society.

The Socicty published a number of
books that were the result of impor-
tant work done by engincering com-
mittees. In 1950, Principles of Color
Sensitometry was first published as a
report of the Color Sensitometry Sub-
committee. It was considered so im-
portant that it was updated and
republished twice after that, in 1962
and again in 1974, Tt was one of the
Society’s best-selling books.

In 1957, onc of the most ambitious
of the Society’s books was published,
Elements of Color in Professional Mo-
tion Pictures. Tt was initiated by the
Color Committee with the intent that
it would become a treatise on color for
non-engineering people who play a
role in motion pictures. The book,

which was put together by a special
committec dedicated to the project,
was successful and was republished in
1967.

Control Techniques in Film Process-
ing, published in 1960, was prepared
by a subcommittee of the Laboratory
Practice Committee.

One of the most popular books in
SMPTE history was Special Effects in
Motion Pictures by Frank P. Clark,
published in 1966. The book has been
in demand since its original publica-
tion and has been reprinted three
times. It still remains in stock and con-
tinues to be in demand.

In 1969 the SMPTE published Mo-
tion-Picture Projection and Theatre
Presentation Manual, another of its
most popular books. It was reprinted
three times and is still being sold by
the Society. At the time of its publica-
tion, it was considered a highly signifi-
cant book for cinema operators. That
it is still in demand shows its intrinsic
value.

Beginning in 1976, the Society pub-
lished a new book each year contain-
ing the papers presented at the
television conference. The first such
book, Television Newsgathering, was
successful and had a tremendous ad-
vance sale. The book sold more in a
short time than any other SMPTE
book because of the great interest at
the time in ENG.

In the following year, 1977,
SMPTE’s classic Digital Video was
published. It was to become one of the
Society’s best-selling books and was
reprinted several times. It is still avail-
able. This book spawned two other
popular books, Digital Video II and
Digital Video III.

Many other books, too numerous to
list, were published by the Society.
They are part of the Society’s commit-
ment to the dissemination of signifi-
cant technical information of a kind
that would be difficult to obtain else-
where. Many of the books were pub-
lished, without the promise of profit,
for no other reason than that the tech-
nology needed to be recorded, as part
of the technology the Society scrves.
The engineers and technical people
who are part of this industry have al-
ways been able to depend on the Soci-
ety to obtain, organize, and
disseminate information of value and
importance. Information dissemina-
tion has, from the beginning, been one
of the Society’s primary functions. It
has always dong it well,
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