
News 
SMPTE Executive Director Lynette 
Robinson was prescnted with the 
Photokina Gold Pin by Lord Mayor 
Norbert Burger during the official opening 
of Photokina-Thc World 's  Fair of 
Imaging Systems. The award was given in 
recognition of Robinson's continued valu- 
able and promotivc support of Photokina. 
The ceremonics took place on Tuesday, 
Septembcr I S ,  the day before the opening 
of the biannual event. 

Lord Mayor Norbert Burger congratulaing 
SMPTE Executive Director Lynette 
Robinson on her receipt of the Photokina 
Gold Pin. 

The SMP'I'E Napa Valley College 
Student Chapter has announcctl its offi- 
cers  for  1902 through 1993. Andy 
McGuire is Chairman and Eddie 
Hernandez is Secretary-Treasurcr. In early 
1992. thc Chapter held scveral niectings 
including acting as  host of the Son 
Francisco Scction's May mccting. Many 
events are in the planning stages for the 
1992 to 1993 school year, including ;I trip 
to L.as Vegas for the 1993 National 
Association of Broadcasters Convention. 

SMP'I'E Rocky Mountain Section 
Chairman .John Switzer. Sony Busincss 

at the Four Seasons Rcsort i n  Ncvis, 
British West Indies. The dinner wiis in 
conjunction with a wcck-long trip to the 
Caribbean, which was awarded to all 
Samurai winners from the U.S. Switzer is 
currently thc account manager for broad- 
cast, cable, and production i n  Colorado, 
Ncw Mexico. and Wyoming. 

Akio Moritn, chairman of Sony Corp., 
was named an Honorary Knight 
Commander of the 
Most Exccllent 
Order of the British 
Empire by Queen 
Elizabeth I I .  The 
award. which rec- 
ogn i zc s Mori ta  ' s 
c o 11 t r i b u t ions to 
R t i  t i s h- J a panese 
relations, was pre- 
scntcd to hiin a t  the British Embassy in 
Tokyo by Secretary of Statc for Wales 
David Ilunt. Morita has played a niiijor 
role in strengthcning bilatcral links by 
such investments a s  opening television 
manufacturing plants in Wales in 197.3. 

Hc also served as a rcgular participant i n  
the U.K.-Japan 2000 Group to promote 
ed uc at i on a I and c u I t u ral ex c h a n ge s . 
Morita and fellow cnginecr  Masaru 
lbukya founded Tokyo Tclccommuni- 
cations Engineering Corp. in 1946, adopt- 
ing the name Sony in I Y S X .  

Howard Miller has bccn named vicc-pres- 
idcnt and gcncriil manager of IDR 
Communications' Broadcast Services Unit, 
based in New York City. In his new posi- 
tion, Miller will oversee thc unit's Program 
Booking Ccnter and salcs efforts to the 
radio and television industries, and assist 
with the unit's overall plans for the future. 
Miller joined the company in 19x5 as 
dircctor of network serviccs. He later 
served as dircctor of opcrations at the com- 
pany's Los Angclcs International Telepon 
bcfore becorning general tnanager of IDB 
New York in 1988. Most recently Miller 
servcd as vice-prcsidcnt and gcncral man- 
ager of East Coast operations. 

George Hutch in son has be c t i  named 
cxccutive vice-president of Consolidated 
Film I.ahs (CF'I), i t  was announccd by 
Jcrry Virnig, president o l  Ct.". 
Hutchinson, who has bccn with the coni- 
pany for 37 years, most recently hcld the 
position of senior vice-prcsidcnt. laborato- 
ry opcrations. 

Pinnacle Systems, Inc.. in:inufacturer and 
marketer of integrated video production 
systems, has relocated to a 24.OOO-sq.-lt. 
facility in Sunnyvale, Calif. The conipmy 
was previously locatcd in  Sunta Clara, 
Calif. The new address is X70 W. Maude 
Ave., Sunnyvale, CA 940x6. The new 
telephonc nuniber is (40X) 720-9660: thc 
fax number is (40X) 720-9674. 

Book Review 
Before Video: A History of the 
Non-Theatrical Film 
Ajt A rtthoiry Slicli~,  Grwir  n ' o ~ d  Prc*ss .  
Westpor1. Coiiir.v 1992. H i i d  i ~ ) \ v r ,  192 pi). 

Nontheatrical films have lor SO years been 
a significant elernetit of thc cxploding 
global information and presentation com- 
munications media. Its impuct has been 
much grcatcr than inferred by another 
name used lor it many years ago: substan- 
dard. So points out Anthony Slide in his 
latest writing, Bc:fiiri~ Virkv: A History or 
the Non-T~ii~trti.ic~trI Film. 

Anyone interested in the I6mm film 
medium will find thc book to be a fasci- 

nating account. Slide did an imprcssive 
aniount o f  research to conie up with so 
much about people. companies. and orga- 
nizations. 

Nontheatrical film as of  1992. when this 
hook was relcascd, has had ;I vcncrnble 
69-year history. And its lifc is not yet 
over. I n  fact, something Slidc did not 
bring o u t  i n  his closing chapter, "Thc 
Waning Years," is that 16mm ncgative 
film for production is doing better than 
ever. For example. during the past two 
years Eastinan Kodak has sold more 
ISmin negative film than in the history of 
the company. As a presentation system, 
howcver. lhmni print film has been 

almost totally replaced by videotape. 
J can appreciate the dilemma that Slidc 

must have faced when he organi7,cd his 
thoughts for the layout. The first fivc 
chapters are sub.jcct oriented: "Origins," 
"Chicago - The Non-'I'hcatrical Capital 
of thc World." "The Eastman Kodak 
Connection," "Spccinlizatioii." and "Film 
i n  Education and Religion." The book's 
last three chapters follow a chronological 
sequence: "The 1930s and 1940s.'' 
"Dccadcs 01' Progress and Prosperity," 
and, finally. "Thc Waning Ycars." 

The chapter on Chicago's dominonce i n  
the industry was one of the niorc intcrcst- 
ing iind inforniative for nic. Coinpetition 
bctwccn Chicago and Dctroit is traced. I n  
many ways New York could bc a third 
candidate lor recognition as the nonthe- 
atrical lilm capital. 

Chapter four. "Specialization." spclls 
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out  the structure of the Ihnini film world. 
While i t  covers all iispects o f  the industry. 
i t  concentrates on husiness and industry. 
medicine, and government use of  the 
nontheatrical film. 

“Film in Education and Religion” is the 
only chaptcr that carcfully details its topic. 
thc famous - or infamous depcnding 
upon your viewpoint - early historic film 
series, C‘hroriic~lcs 01 A r t r c ~ r i c ~ t i .  Slide 
bcgins, “Onc series o f  film is supcrior to 
any other production in  the non-theatrical 
subgenres of busincss. educational, or reli- 
gious subjects .... lt was thc most ambitious 
non-thcatrical production cvcr attempted, 
combining ‘Hollywood’ tcchniqucs with 
the h i g he st o f cd u c at i on a I stand iir ds . ’‘ 
C‘htwric~lcs 1 4 ’  Anrc*r~ic~r. based on the SO- 
volume series from Yak University Press, 
was cnvisioned to be ;I 100-rccl project. It 
never did rcacli that goal; 49 recls of IS 
topics were completed bctwcen I923 ;id 
192s. 

I f  any fault is to he found with the book, 
i t  is that the first five chapters j u m p  
around from the early 1900s to thc current 
time, depending on the subject. This 
proved confusing at times and caused nic 
to go hack from time to time to kccp my 
thoughts straight. For such an xnhitious 
topic, the 172 pages niciin that thc hun-  
dreds o f  subjccts are treated i n  ;I tcrsc 

tiishion. As I rcad, I found mysell‘ nicnt:il- 
ly filling in  what I might have considered 
;IS essential information to make ii 

vigncttc more interesting. 1 wonder why 
the book was only 172 pages. 

A major omission is the Calvin 
Workshop, an annual event run by what 
many people felt was the number one 
I hmm production company of the day, the 
Calvin Co. of Kansas City, Mo. I t  should 
go down in history as one of the finest 
short courses of all time in any disciplinc. 
Sonic of their instructional films werc 
classics. Thc workshop must have run for 
at least IS years, drawing literally hun- 
dreds of people activc i n  all aspccts of 
production each year. Sincc the nonthc- 
atrical production industry ncvcr had ;I 

national convention, in some ways this 
workshop servcd that role. I t  certiiinly 
hrought togcther peoplc of note. Forest 
Ca 1 v i n  , 1.1 o y d T honi psori , Larry 
Sherwood, Bill Hcdden, and Ncal Keehn 
all deserve thcir place in history lor a vari- 
ety of significant contributions to the 
intlustry. which are too numerous to clnb- 
oratc here. 

Almost overlookcd was the vital role 
f i l m  played in World War I I  training. 
When thc German surrender was hcing 
signed by Germany’s chief of staff, Field 
Marshall Von Kcitcl, he reputcdly said, 

“We had everything calculated perfectly 
except thc speed with which the Allies 
wcre able to train thcir people for war. 
O u r  major miscalculation was in underes- 
timating their quick and complete mastery 
of filni education.” 

Sixtccn million men and wonien each 
saw dozcns of training films in  all scr- 
vices. I n  addition civilians in the war 
effort were trained by film. I t  was after thc 
war that thousands returning to peacetime 
positions put the 16mm film to effective 
use. I mark that period as the turning point 
that made film an industry. 

If 1 had written the book. I would have 
devoted ii chaptcr to thc documentary 
film. Likewise, the single largest market 
for Ihmni by a wide margin was the busi- 
ness and industrial use. That market used 
as much film a s  all thc others put together. 
Rcferences to corporate use of Ihnim are 
scattered throughout the book. 

Brforc* Vid~o: A Ilistory i?f tht, Norr- 
Thcutricd Film ranks right up with Gloria 
Waldron’s Thc lrflortrititiori F i lm,  which 
was written in 1949 when l6mm film was 
approaching its zenith. B 4 ) r ~  Vicfeo was 
intriguing reading; 1 leamcci much from it. 
The book should bc uscd in evcry cinema 
and television school in America titic/ the 
world. 

- Thonrtrs W .  Hopc 

Obituaries 
Harry R. Lubcke 

I larry K. Luhcke, ii television pioneer and 
Life Fcllow o f  [he Society, died on 
Decemhcr 24, I90 I .  i n  Los Angclcs. 
Calif. Lubcke was one of  the last of the 
surviving television pioneers who was 
present at the birth o f  television in the 
U.S. Born in Alamcda, Calif., on August 
2 5 ,  1905, he graduated from the 

Harry R. Lubcke (1967) 
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University of California at Berkeley with 
;I dcgrcc i n  Electrical Engineering i n  
1929. Before his graduation, he went to 
work a t  thc Crocker Rcsciirch 
Lahoratories for Philo T. Farnsworth. 
While with Farnsworth, he built, operated, 
and patcnted the first all-electric synchro- 
nizing, scanning. and blanking pulse gen- 
crator. This guvc Philo Farnsworth the 
first all-clectric television system in thc 
world. 

On December 3 I ,  I93 I ,  Luhcke joincd 
up with Don Lee Broadcasting in Los 
Angeles to build and operate the first tcle- 
vision station on thc West Coast. 
WhXAO. With :idequate financing from 
Thomas S. LCC, he operatcd this station 
until  the late 1940s. He was a pionccr in 
many television programming techniques. 
such as rcmotcs and studio opcrations. In 
1940 he becamc a member o f  the I‘irst 
National Tclcvision Stantlards Committee 
(N’I’SC) that set the present-day Amcriciiii 
tclcvision standards. He held over 2 0  
patents pcrtaining to television. I n  1949 he 
was elected president of thc Television 
Academy of Arts and Sciences and helped 

namc tlic Emmy (for image orthicon) 
iiward. tlc was a life member of the 
National Academy of Television Arts and 
Scienccs and ;I Life Fcllow of the IEEE. 

- Alhiw Abrcimson 

Eldred B. “Mike” McCreal 

Eldred B. “Mikc” McGrcal, a Life Fellow 
of the SMPTE. dicd on Septcmhcr 30, 
1992. at thc age of 87. McGreal joincd the 
Socicty in 195.3 as an Associate Member, 
while working a s  head of film operations, 
Hollywood, for Young & Rubicam. In 
1957 he joined the staff o f  Mctro 
Goldwyn Maycr. 

Prior to joining thc Society, he worked 
at Warner Bros. for 19 ycars, where he 
was instrumentnl in developing thc sound 
blinip for Mitchell canicras. He latcr 
designed the production camera support 
trailer that contained all film, magazines. 
and lenses for caincra equipment. He 
becamc prcsident o f  Producers Service 
Corp. in 1962. where he spearhcadcd the 
design and development of the triple-hcad 
special-el’fccts optical printer. 

McGreal served several tcrms as SMPTE 
confercncc vicc-president from 1967 to 
1970. He also servcd thc Society as regis- 
t r ;i t ion chair i n  an , hole I ar ra n ge me n t s 
chairman, and local arrangements co- 
chairman at various technical conferences. 
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