Engineering News

Serial Digital Testing

The SMPTE Working Group on Studio
Video Standards conducted tests in 1991
on a serial digital interface for component
and composite video signals. Ten manu-
facturers of serial digital equipment and a
number of potential users of the interface
participated, along with a representative
of the European Broadcasting Union.

The tests simulated, as closely as possi-
ble, practical applications of the interface
in television facilities. Tests were conduct-
ed with the composite NTSC implementa-
tion of the interface (at 143 Mbits/sec) and
with the component implementation (at
270 Mbits/sec).

As a result of these tests, the WGSVS
and the Committee on Television Tech-
nology have concluded that the serial digi-
tal interface will provide an effective and
robust interface for digital equipment in
practical television environments. A Pro-
posed SMPTE Standard, SMPTE 259M,
which describes the interface, has been
approved by the SMPTE and will be pub-
lished for comment in the SMPTE Journal
along with other related documents.

Proposed SMPTE Standard:
SMPTE 253M

SMPTE 253M, a proposed standard on
three-channel parallel component analog
video interface, was published in the
SMPTE Journal for comment, prior to
adoption as a standard. As a result of com-
ments received, the Working Group on
Studio Video Standards has determined
that the proposal does not adequately re-
flect modern practice and should not be
adoptced in this form.

Work is continuing to draft a new pro-
posal which better describes accepted
practice and which is more consistent with
international standards. New proposals
will be published for comment when the
work is completed.

Committee Information

SMPTE Engineering Committees meet
to develop standards, practices, and engi-
neering guidelines and to review existing
documents to ensure that they are current
with established engineering practices and
are compatible with international stan-
dards.

Membership is open to those who have
affirmed in writing that they are directly
and/or materially affected and are willing
and able to participate actively in the
work.

Individuals interested in contributing to
committce work should contact the
SMPTE Engineering Dept. at SMPTE
Headquarters, (914) 761-1100.
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SMPTE Monthly Engineering
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The calendar below shows the dates and
times of upcoming meetings and the cities
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where they will be held. Those requesting
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these meetings should contact the Engi-
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