simultancous SC/H phase measurements,
waveform, vector or combination displays,
3-D vector display, 20 programmable
memories, automatic measurement of
CCIR (473, 567, 569, and 624) param-
eters, measurement cursors, remotc con-
trol.

PDG-418/P  production/post-production
vision mixer — 18 inputs, multilevel ef-
fects systems; lincar keying upstream and
downstream; key memory, optional bor-
der generator for downstream key, 24
wipe patterns with modificrs, programma-
ble cffccts transition with 100-event mem-
ory, optional RGB chroma keyer, and
serial editor interface.

BTG-100/P handheld EBU color bar gen-
crator — textbook-perfect EBU color
bars, 20-character programmable sourcc
ID with memory, lightweight — only 13
oz. (.37 kg), DC-powcred with 4 AA bat-
teries, sturdy molded carrying casc.
APM-200/P audio program monitor-mon-
itor stereo audio signal — balanced or un-
balanced, input mode switching (L+R,
L - R, stereo, reversed sterco, L monau-
ral, R monaural), two 5%-in. speakers; 10-

segment bar graph mecter displays,
magnctic shielding, 1%-in. rack-mount-
able.

Vinten Broadcast Lid. ....................... D49
Western Way, Bury St. Edmunds, Suffolk,
1P33 3TB, UK.

0284-752121 FAX: 0284-750560

Contact: Mike Martin, Sales Director

New products from Vinten will include the
new Heavy Duty Tripod Range, support-
ing up to 250 Ibs. with new torquc-safc
clamping; also the new Pro-Ped
lightweight pedestal and a new range of
Vision ENG and EFP lightweight tripods
and pan-and-tilt heads. New additions to
the Microswift Robotic Range include
disc storagc and CCU control.

Vistek Electronics, Ltd. ..................... D55
Unit C, Wessex Road

Bourne End, Bucks, SL8 5DT, UK.
44-628-531-221 FAX: 44-628-530-980
Contact: P. Randall, Asst. Dircctor,
Markecting

New digital post-production vision switch-
cr, digital decoder, vector VMC standards
converter, A/D converters, D/A convert-
ers, serializers/deserializers, picturc moni-
tors (color and monochrome), serial
digital routing switchers, and analog rout-
ing switchers.

Weircliffe International Ltd. (A Paltex
International Co.)...............ccccccce.. D28
St. Andrews Road., Exwick

Exter, Devon EX4 2AG, U.K.

44 392 72132 FAX: 44 392 413511
Contact: Andy Smith, Sales Manager
Weircliffe will exhibit examples of its new
shiclded degaussers, targeted at the new
EC directive on clectromagncetic compati-
bility (89/336 EC). Both manual and con-
veyor-fed devices will be shown with the
largest degausser available from the com-
pany, thc BTE 406 manufacturing plant
unit. Making its first IBC appearance will
be the BTE 101 multimedia fully automat-
ic shielded degausscr, handling Beta SP,
MII, D-3, D-2, S-VHS, and U-matic.

SMPTE Takes Part in NAB Convention

The Socicty was rcpresented with a
booth at the 70th Annual Convention of
the National Association of Broadcasters
(NAB), held at the Las Vegas Convention
Center April 13-16, 1992. Many visitors
stopped by to inquirc about the Socicty
and its work. The booth featured bro-
chures and a vidcotape on thc upcoming
134th Technical Confercnce and Equip-
ment Exhibit, to be held in Toronto No-
vember 9-13, 1992. Interest ran high, and
a number of pcople expressed the desire
to participate in the exhibit. Scveral atten-
decs also requested author forms, with an
eye toward presenting papers in the tech-
nical sessions. Visitors werc very respon-
sive to the Society’s growing involvement
in multimedia intcgration — the linking of
computers, video, film, and audio.

At the convention 54 ncw members
were welcomed to the Socicty’s ranks,
while 50 who were already members took
thc opportunity to renew. In a special
promotion, new members received a free
copy of the Socicty’s special publication,
Milestones in  Motion Picture and TV
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Technology — The SMPTE Anniversary
Collection. It was noted that intcrest in the
SMPTE standards subscriptions service
was at an all-time high.

Society Activities

Representing the Socicty from Head-
quarters werc Executive Director Lynette
Robinson, Journal Editor/Publisher Jef-
frey Friedman, Director of Engincering
Sherwin (Si) Becker, Marketing/Exhibits
Manager Alan Ehrlich, and Staff Engi-
neer Mark Hyman. Many officers and gov-
crnors of the Socicty also attended. In an
attempt to take advantage of this gather-
ing of thc Society’s principals, several
mectings were held during the convention.
Participating were the Exccutive Commit-
tec, Nominating Committce, Financial
Advisory Committee, and Exhibitors Ad-
visory Committce.

Several companics expressed interest in
becoming Sustaining Members of the So-
cicty. The minimum cost of becoming one

of these corporate sponsors is $500, which
pays the difference between the member
and nonmember price for one cxhibit
booth at a Society conference. In addition,
Sustaining Members receive several ad-
vantages, including a 200-word paragraph
in the annual SMPTE Directory for Mem-
bers, listing cach month on the inside back
cover of the Journal, a plaque from the
Socicty, special logo, and others. Compa-
nies interested in obtaining further infor-
mation about Sustaining Membership or
confcrence events should contact Alan
Ehrlich at (914) 761-1100.

Six engineering groups also held meet-
ings during NAB. The Study Group on
High Quality Image Compression is com-
pleting an overview of digital image com-
pression, to be presented by the end of the
year. The first meeting of thc Working
Group on Advanced Television Studio
Systems Designs met with the objective of
identifying, cxamining, and developing so-
jutions to the problems in the practical
implementation of ATV. The Working
Group on Scrial HDTV Interfaces is fo-
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cusing on issues that include data struc-
ture, encoding/decoding, crror-correction
tcchniques, and system configuration and
integrity. Also mecting at NAB werc the
Working Group on Editing Procedures,
the Working Group on Digital Picturcs,

and the Working Group on Manufactur-
ers Edge Code.

Other Conference Events

Attendance at the conference sct a reg-
istration record at 52,704 — up nearly 3%

Overview of exhibit at NAB, with SMPTE booth at center.

maxedl

Part of the exhibit floor.

The SMPTE booth at NAB welcomed visitors.

SMPTE Journal, June 1992

over last year. Scveral “firsts” marked
NAB 92: the Law and Regulation Confer-
cnce, Futures Summit, a scparatc ra-
dio/audio exhibit, TVB 92, Europcan
Broadcasting Union Day, Socicty of
Broadcast Engincers Day, and others. In-
ternational registrations were up 20%
from last year, to a record 8,651. A special
business center operated for international
attendees.

Former U.S. President Ronald Reagan
accepted NAB's  Distinguished  Service
Award, in a ccremony that received front-
page attention when he was interrupted by
a man protesting nuclcar weapons testing
in Nevada. Following this incident, Rea-
gan resumed his address. In other NAB
'92 cvents, the following were recognized
with awards: James McKinncey, for TV En-
gincering Achicvement; Robert Hammett
and Edward Edison, for Radio Engincer-
ing Achicvement; Denisc Shoblom, Belva
Brissctt Award; Wally Jorgenson, Grover
Cobb Award; Biil Schrank, Mal Belville
Award; Larry King, Hall of Fame (Radio);
and Star Trek, Hall of Fame (TV).

Fiftccn members of Congress took part
in a special program of Government Rela-
tions scssions focused on cable/telco, legis-
lative, and rcgulatory issues. It also
provided an inside look at Congress from
the perspective of key committec staffers.
Panclists also discussed such matters as
the future of telephone company entry
into audio and vidco programming, DAB,
taxes and fees, ownership rules, and ad-
vertising revenucs.

A special HDTV World Conference
was also held during NAB '92. Robert
Hopkins, exccutive director of the ATSC,
explained the underlying characteristics of
the digital HDTV systems during a tutori-
al designed for a wide range of technical
expertise. Other participants in the pro-
gram included Yutaka Tanaka, NHK;
Carl Eilers, Zenith Electronics Corp.;
Robert Rast, Amcrican Television Alli-
ance, a partnership of General Instrument
Corp. and MIT; Glenn Reitmeier, David
Sarnoff Rescarch Center; and Jac Lim,
MIT. A highlight of the convention was
the live HDTV transmission by General
Instrument Corp., using the DigiCipher to
transmit a quarter-mile from the Last
Vegas Convention Center to the Hilton
Center.

The Broadcast Engincering Conference
was also held at NAB '92. 1t featured two
days of technical presentations on digital
technology. Also at NAB, the Electronic
Industrics Association (EIA) announced
plans for setting standards for digital radio
in the U.S. At the end of the session, plans
were to meet the EIA's schedule for hard-
warc delivery by April 1993,

Thesc were but a few of the highlights of
the conference. At the close of the confer-
cnce, many visitors were already looking
forward to attending the NAB next year.

— Joyce R. Hurwitz
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