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speed to record the high-frequency video
signals.

The Ampex VRX 1000 machine was
first demonstrated to a group of CBS
affiliates at the NARTB Convention in
Chicago, causing an immediate sensation.
This Ampex research team also developed
one of the first helical vidco recorders at
about the same time, but because of eco-
nomic and stability problems, it was not
shown until 1959.

Under the guidance of Ginsburg, Ampex
continued to make many important
advances in videotape recording technolo-
gy. including Intersync, which allowed
two machines to be locked with each
other; Amtec, the first time base corrector
using delay lines; Colortec, a wideband
device that allowed for direct playback of
color signals: and the building of the
advanced VR 2000, which introduced
highband recording, and the ultimate
transverse recorder, the AVR-1.

Ginsburg was named vice-president of
Ampex in 1960. He was honored with the
David Samoff Gold Medal by the SMPTE
in 1957, the Institute of Radio Engineers’
Vladimir K. Zworykin TV Prize in 1958,
the Danish Academy of Technical
Sciences’ Valdemar Poulsen Gold Medal
in 1960, and the Franklin Institute’s
Howard N. Potts Medal in 1969. He was
admitted to the National Inventors Hall of
Fame in 1990, where he was credited with
“one of the most significant technological
advances to affect broadcasting and pro-
gram production since the beginning of
television itself.” In 1986 Ginsburg retired
as vice-president of advanced develop-
ment at Ampex.

Ginsburg was choscen by the Royal
Television Society to present the
Shoenberg Mcmorial Lecture in 1981 at
the Royal Institute in London. This paper
was called “The Cowboy or the Horse.”
The title came from an early demonstra-
tion to Mr. Poniatoff in which Ginsburg

had recorded a western off the air. Upon
playing it back, Poniatoff turned to
Ginsburg and said, “Charles, tell me
which is the cowboy and which is the
horse?"

Ginsburg was always a gentleman and
had a dry sense of humor. He had suffered
from diabetes from the age of four and
felt its cffects every day of his life.
However, this did not stop him from play-
ing a daily round of golf, come rain or
shine. He had remarried and lived in
Menlo Park from 1962 until 1990 when
he moved to Eugene, Oreg. He had five
devoted daughters who know what a lov-
ing father he was.

Ginsburg’s inventions have forever
changed the face of broadcasting and con-
tinue to be a living document to the man.

—Albert Abramson

Lewis Mansfield

Lewis Mansfield, a Life Fellow, died on
April 23, 1991, at the age of 70. He joined
the Society as an Active Member in 1947
while he was employed by Pathe
Industries Inc. In 1970 he was elected to
Fellowship in the Society, at which time
he was cngaged in plant management at
Consolidated Film Industries” (CFI’s)
motion-picture laboratory.

His division at CFI received the
Industrial Film Award, Certificate of
Merit, for the following: Friendship
Seven, General Dynamics, 1962; The
Berter Way, Santa Fe Railway, 1962; The
Voyagers, General Dynamics, 1963;
Goblin on the Doorstep, Grumman
Aircraft, 1963; and Living in Space,
General Dynamics, 1966.

He was twice presentcd with the Cine
Golden Eagle; in 1964 for work on the
application of cephalometrics to cinefluo-
rography; and in 1965 for his analysis of
hyoid behavior in Class I and Class II
orthodontic patients. Additional techno-

Lewis Mansfield

logical contributions include a paper, enti-
tled “Cinefluorographic Film Analysis
and Production Technics,” which he pre-
sented to the 5th Rochester Symposium
on Cineradiology. This work was support-
ed by a grant from the National Institute
of Dental Research.

During his lifetime he was an associate
member of the American Society of
Cinematographers, an affiliate member of
the American Cinema Editors, and an
active member of the Academy of
Television Arts and Sciences. He became
an SMPTE Life Fellow in 1985.

Price Fish, a Life Member of the Society,
is dead. He joined the SMPTE in 1950 as
an Active Member while working as a
radio engineer for CBS. He became a Life
Member in 1972.

John (Jack) B. Steiger, a Life Member,
died on December 23,1991. He joined the
Society in 1947 as an Associate Member
and transferred to Active Member status
in 1954. A longtime employee of Eastman
Kodak Co., he joined the company in
1933 and retired as head of the processing
lab in 1971. In 1974 he became a Life
Member. Steiger had been a photographer
and photo instructor for the U.S. Army
Air Force and served during World War
II.

Charles Pati, an Active Member, is dead.
He joined the Society in 1949 as an
Associate Member while he was
employed by Loew’s International Corp.
During his lifetime he was affiliated with
Technicolor, Inc., Coliseum Productions,
MGM International, and Banner
Productions. At the time of his death he
was president of Ironweed Productions.

Ralph Friedman, an Active Member of
the Society since 1967, is dead. Since
1950 he had served as owner/recording
engineer of Magno Sound, Inc.

Kate Hutchings, a Student Member, is
dead. She joined the Society in 1991
while attending Ravensbourne College.
She had previously attended Alton
College, where she studied electrical engi-
neering.

Errata

April 1992 Journal, p. 241
Facilities

In the above-referenced paragraph of the
Progress Report, a company was incor-
rectly identified as Communications
Engineering Corp. (CEC). Please note
that the correct name of the company is
Communications Engineering, Inc. (CEI).

SMPTE Journal, July 1992



