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John W. Zwergel 

John W. Zwcrgcl 
John W. Zwergel, ;I Life Fcllow of the 
SMPTE, died on Novcmber I ,  1992, at the 
agc of 71. A longtime member of thc 
Society, Zwcrgcl began experimenting 
with building rndios at tlic age of 12. 
During World War 11, he served thc U.S. 
Marine Corps as a radio operator, and 
later, during thc Korean War, hc was a 
motion-picturc canieram;in. 

In 1954, Zwergel collaborated in devel- 
oping and maintaining the first full-scrvice 
I6mm f i l i n  lab in Pittsburgh. I n  1960, he 
independently formcd the city's second 
full-scrvice 16mm lab. 

He was elevatcd to Fellow status i n  
1981, at which tinic lie was president of 
Motion Picturc Film Services, Inc., a coin- 
pany he founded in 1968. 

During his lifetime, Zwcrgcl developed 
and provided hands-on workshop pro- 
grams for the novice filmniaker. He was 
also a member of tlic board of directors of 
the Association of Cincma and Video 
Labs (ACVL). 

Otis S. Freeman 

Otis S. Freeman, a Fcllow of the Socicty, is 
dead at tlic age of 7 I .  A tclcvision industry 
pioneer, Freeman helped to crcntc the gen- 
lock systcm whereby two signals could join 
together on thc screen to providc graphics 
as well as a picture. He also hclpcd to 
develop switching techniqucs that allowed 
clear fccds, minus commercials, to oppos- 
ing te'mis in sporting events. 

Frccman's crowning achievenicnt was 
leadership i n  New York City 's  All- 
Industry Comniittcc, which first idciitified 
the interfercnce problem that the Twin 
Towers could bring to broadcasters and 
thcn carried out the developnicnt of the 
35-story iintennii tower located atop tlic 
I 10-story World Trade Center to improve 
reception for area viewcrs. This work 

Otis S. Freeman 

helped him to earn thc 1984 Engineering 
Achicvcmcnt Award from the National 
Association of Broadcasters, as well as the 
Govcrnor's Award from tlic Ncw York 
Chapter  of thc Television Arts and 
Sciences. 

Prccman worked for Allen B. Dumont 
Laboratorics from 1944 to 1948, wherc hc 
was involved in expcrimcntal television 
station W2XWV, now known as WNEW- 
TV. He helpcd to take the station froni its 
infancy to become one of America's first 
comniercial stations. In 1948 he joincd 
WPlX as one of five enginccrs on tlie 
staff, and helpcd to build the studio and a 
transmitter and was activc in originating 
remote broadcasts from Yankee Stadium, 
the Polo Grounds, Madison Squarc 
Gorden, and in getting the station on the 
air to the fcw homes that had tclcvision 
rcccivers at that tinic. I n  1959, under his 
guidancc, tlic now-coninion instant replay 
was born. 

Freeman, who joined thc SMPTE in 
1983, wiis namcd to Fellow status in  1985. 
He was thc recipient of an Emmy Award 
in 1983 for his pioneering tclcvision 
efforts. Hc was also a mcniber of the 
Radio Club of Amcrica, IEEE, and SBE. 

G e o r g e  Gill,  a Life Member of the 
SMPTE, is dead. Hc joined the Society in  
1952 as an Associate Membcr at which 
timc lie was eniploycd by Kliegl Brotlicrs 
as ;I TV lighting sales engineer. Many spc- 
cialized lighting units and mounting, 
wiring, and control systcnis resulted from 
his work at Klicgl. A number of tlic devel- 
opnicnts that Gill inspired are now stan- 
tlard practicc in  the industry. 
As vice-president of Century Lighting, 

Inc., he orchcstrnted many lighting pro- 
jects at the 1964 Ncw York World's Fair, 
as well a s  nunicrous television stations 
and the Mctropolitnn Opcra House in Ncw 
York. In 1967, he established Stage 
Equipmcnt & Lighting Inc. 

During his lifetime Gill was an activc 
mcmbcr of the SMPTE National Committee 
on TV Lighting; thc llluiniiiating 
Engineering Society, serving on thc National 
Cominittcc on Lighting for TV Production; 
and the Florida Motion Picture and 
Television Association. At the tinic of his 
death, Gill was opcrating his own lighting 
consultancy firm. He designcd thc stage 
Facilities and lighting of the Coconut Grovc 
Thcatrc in Miami. 

Edward A. Price, ii Lifc Mcnibcr of the 
Socicty, dicd on August 2, 1992, at the 
age of 71. He joincd tlic SMPTE in 1957 
as an Associate Member, whilc cniployed 
as a producer/camcramaii at Studebaker- 
Packarcl Corp. He was also the owner and 
executivc producer of Jack Pricc 
Enterprises. Inc. 

John P. Grovers, an Activc Member of 
the SMPTE, is dead at the age of 37. A 
1977 graduate of Purdue University, 
Grovcrs joined the SMPTE in 1986, while 
employed as tlic dircctor of the computcr 
graphics department of Sandcrs & Co. At 
that time he nlso operatcd his own compn- 
ny, which manufactured a coniputcr for 
industrial process control. 

E r i k  Mogens Ronduni ,  ;in Activc 
Member of thc SMPTE, is dead at the agc 
of 75. He joined the Socicty i n  1955, 
while eniploycd by Cineranin, Inc.. ;IS ;in 

enginccr. Prior to joining Cincrania, 
Ronduni hcadcd the developnicnt arid 
manufiicturing of pliotogr~immctric instru- 
ments at Acro Scrvice Corp. for I3 ycars. 

Sclig Tanner, an Active Membcr of the 
Society, dicd on February 23, 1992, at the 
agc of 67. Tnnner joincd the SMPTE in  
1985, whilc employed by thc Madison 
Square Garden Nctwork in New York 
City. Hc had previously hcld positions 
with NBC and WNHC-TV i n  Ncw Haven, 
Conn. The recipient of an RCA Institute 
Certificatc, which lie received i n  1941, 
Tmncr earned ;I B.S. dcgrcc from Teinplc 
University in 1947. 

Albert Lopez, an Associate Member of 
the Society, is dcad at the iigc of 49. He 
joiiicd tlie SMPTE in 1972 as ii Studcnt 
Member, while lie was attending the 
School of Visual Arts in New York City. 
In 1975, while working as a self-employcd 
ii n i m a t  i on art i s t , he trans fc rred to 
Associate Member status. 

C h r i s t o p h e r  Allen Rawnsley,  an 
Associate Mcinber of the SMPTE, is dead 
at thc age of 29. Hc joined the Socicty in 
1986, while employed a s  a producer at 
Sony of Canada Ltd. Rawnsley attcndcd 
Concstoga Collcgc from 1982 to 1985, 
wherc hc studied broadcasting, radio, and 
tclcvision arts. 
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