
Section Meetings 
Australia South, July 22, 1993 - Froser 
Morrison, Ampex Corp., was the featured 
speaker. A numbcr of visitors from local TV 
station GTV9 attended to hear Morrison 
delivcr a repeat of the address he gave to the 
Federation of Australian Commercial 
Television Stations (FACTS) meeting in 
Sydney earlier that wcck. 

Morrison discussed “Image Data 
Compression for Profcssional Television 
Recording,” lcading off with an explanation 
of why data compression is desirable, the 
properties of “lossless” and “lossy” com- 
pression, and the various forms and tech- 
niques of compression. This led into more 
detailed cxplanations of thc specilic com- 
prcssion methods bcing used by various 
organizations and their applicability or oth- 
erwise to television recording. He provided 
an insight into the Ampcx DCT drive and its 
utilization of compression and digital error 
detection and concealment. The meeting 
concluded with a question-and-answer pcri- 
od over light refreshments. - Gcoff Baxler 
(SccretaryfTreasurer), Sclcom. 

Houston, July 21, l!N3 - Eastman Kodak 
Co.’s Dick Hoff addressed the July meeting 
of thc Houston Section on the topic, “The 
Future of Film i n  the Era of HDTV.” He 
portrayed film as the universal medium for 
visual display, noting that 3Smm film is still 
the standard o f  comparison for any 
advanced television format while lhmm 
lilm has undergone a 50% increase in usage 
over thc past year. In contrast to the many 
videotape formats that havc come and gone, 
film remains physically the same and still 
fits the earliest cameras. It has, of course, 
improved but is totally backwards compati- 
ble. Finally Hoff noted that equipment to 
transfer film to other media, such as video- 
tape. has greatly improved. - Andy 
Anderson (Secretary/ Trcasurcr), KUHT-TV 
University of Houston. 

Russia, Jim 3, 1993 - A meeting of the 
SMITE Russian Section and the Scientific 
Council of the Cinema and Photo Research 
Institute (NIKFI) was held at NIKFI. 
Professor L. Artushin presented a papcr, 
entitled “Problems of Systemization of 
Technical Means Used by Carneramcn,” 
which focused on the use of computers in 
cine-video applications. - Valery S. 
Yershov (Secretary/Treasurer), NIKFI. 

Russia, .June 21, 1993 - Ovcr I00 attend- 
ed a joint scssion of the SMPTE Russian 
Section and the technical heads of telcvision 
organizations of the former USSR republics. 
The event included a discussion on the pos- 
sibility of development of manufacturing in 
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accordance with world tendencies. The 
exchange was based on an analysis of thc 
sessions and exhibits at the 18th 
International Tclevision Symposium and 
Technical Exhibition, held Junc 10 to 15, in 
Montreux, Switzerland. - Valery S. 
Yershov (SecretaryfTreasurer), NIKFI. 

San Francisco, May 11, 103 - The May 
meeting, which was a joint session with the 
local AES chapter, took place at Silicon 
Graphics Inc. (SGI). The host speakcr was 
Ted Marsh who is a member of the technical 
staff, Interactive Systems Division. Thc I SO 
members and guests were trcatcd to a video 
of the recent ClintordGore visit to SGI and 
their announccment of  the communication 
highway. 

Marsh introduced the audience to the SGI 
specialized platforms for general purpose 
computers. The “silicon studio” is a comput- 
er system’s integrated solution for audio, 
video, and film production. Three speakers 
sharcd their expertise on different facets of 
the Indigo’IM product family. This was fol- 
lowed by the cntertaining multiincdia exhi- 
bition froin SGl’s NABLas Vcgas presenta- 

tion featuring Dana Atchler, industry vctcran 
and digital story teller. This was the best 
attendcd local technical session ever, partly 
due to joint AESlSMITE participation and 
the keen intercst locally in computer image- 
processing animation. - Richard s. 
LcForge (SecretaryfTreasurer), Consultant. 

San Francisco, .lune 24, 1993 - The June 
niccting of the San Francisco Section was 
held at XAOS Tools’ facilities. The session 
was in cffect a continuation of last month’s 
session at Silicon Graphics Computer 
Systems. Richard Kerris, vice-president of 
XAOS, used the SGI Indig(VM to denion- 
strate Pandcnionium’rM and nTitle’rM image- 
processing software. Hc input graphics to 
Indigo, ‘and while it was creating the anima- 
tions, the 78 members and guests were able 
to carry on an extensive question-and- 
answer session. 

Stuart Gold of Shadow and Light 
Computer Graphics spoke on the state-of- 
the-art projects and was able to fill the audi- 
ence in on the “nuts and bolts” of thc indus- 
try. - Richard S. LeForgc (Secretary/ 
Trcasurer), Consultant. 
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