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Looking back over half ;I century at tlic 
history of 16mm films, nlso callcd nonthc- 
ntricnl, can be ii treat for those who played 
iin active rolc in this vital component of 
the i n form at ion c x pl 0 s  io 11. S t udcn t s of 
cincmu history can gain valuablc insight 
into the rolc of nontlieatrical film in the 
modcrnization of education. 

This is possible now that Rolinma LCC, 
long-time editor of Filnr NCWS, lias madc 
Iicr dream ii reality through much persc- 
verancc. I t  is a fitting tributc to her to liuve 
this exceedingly valuable rcfcrence book 
mnke it into print. 

What a gold mine! Morc publislicrs and 
cditors should cmuliitc Rohama Ice. Evcry 
serious periodical dcservcs ns much iitten- 
tion to history ;is Lee has given to the 42 
years of Filttr Nervs life. 

While l6mn1 film a s  a presentation sys- 
tcm is yiclding to newer tcchnologics, 
recognition of this film mcdium’s role in  
t h c inform at i o n e xp 10s ion is grow i 11 g . 
F i l m  N e w s  Itides 1939-1981 is :I rich 
resourcc covering four decadcs at the corc 
of tlic visual rcvolution. Nonthciitrical 

Ibmni films are tlic forerunner of today’s 
love affair with television and its out- 
growths of video, vidcotapc, the comput- 
cr, and tlic latest, niultimctlia 11.” 

Tlic huge volume sunimarizcs more than 
300 issucs of Filnr NCWS with revicws and 
nrticlcs that mirror lifc in the hcnrt of tlic 
ccntury. Primary arc thumbnail revicws of 
some 5000 motion pictiircs - educational 
subjccts, classic Hollywood films, telcvi- 
sion documentarics, and industrial and 
government-sponsorcd films, all used in 
the c1:issroom. 

That alone mnkcs the volume a must for 
cvcry serious library thc world ovcr. 
America’s place i n  the world of cincnia is 
11 11 d i s p 11 tc d . This index c 11 roil i c I e s t hc 
important lilms produced over half ;I cen- 
tury of the Hollywood and film Iicyday. 

Just iIS valuable are tlic descriptive 
sketchcs of iiiorc than 1100 nrticlcs that 
Iiavc appeiircd over four decadcs of publi- 
cation. Collcctively they depict a devclop- 
ing visunl medium, espccinlly important 
for the instruction process. Giving further 
valuc arc index sections by author, pro- 
duccr, and subject. 

Behind this indcx are ycars of effort on 
the part of ninny people. Helping Lec 
wcrc co-cditors Eliziibeth D. Lloyd and 
Eilecn Allen, Syracuse University grndu- 
iitc research associates. Tlic critical job of 
summarizing tlic 5000 film revicws and 

ovcr 1000 articles was accomplished by 
I6 library school students. What a vulu- 
able cxperiencc. I envy them. 

The tlircc-page preface is, in effcct, an 
uutobiogriiphy of the cditor, who wit- 
nessctl the vitiil period of media growth as 
an  instruction staplc. Lee’s acknowlcdg- 
metit also thanks a dozcn individuals, two 
companies, and a film council for monc- 
tary support plus tlic work of six librarians 
and three fricnds. This underlines tlic 
iniportancc of this volumc in many peo- 
ple’s minds. 

For me, sceing dozens and dozens of 
familiar names through tlic book wits a 
delight. It is ;I vcritablc Wlio’s Wlro of pcr- 
sons who have madc significant contribu- 
tions to the world of educational media. It 
is rccommcnded reading. 

-Toni H o p e  

* Multimcdia 11, incorporating two or 
more mcdia with a computer, is tlic cur- 
rent system, but it  cannot claim first use of 
thc world. Multimcdia 1, oftcn combining 
such mcdia as the overlicad transparency, 
oudiocasscttc, and videocassette, plus 
printed material, has been iin educational 
instruction tool for iiiorc than 35 years. 
Tlie numcrical I and I I  clarification lias 
been offered by this reviewcr in tlic cditor- 
ial for the H o p c ~  R q ~ o r t ~  1993 AV Mrdio 
E\’l?/1/S Caletld~ir. 

New Products 
The MAX-9000 Serics, an expanding 
hmily of digital distribution and con- 
version modules, has been introduccd by 
The Grass Valley Group, P.O. Box I 114, 
Grass Vnlley, CA 95945, (916) 478-3141. 
Tlie company is now shipping two types 
of scrial digital distribution amplifiers, the 
M9 I3 I Serial Digital Fonout DA and the 
M9 I32 Serial Digital Rcclocking DA. 
Both modulcs have been designed to han- 
dle eitlicr coinpositc or coinponcnt serial 
digital signals. They featurc modular con- 
struction and can be used i n  tlic saiiic 
frame along with other MAX-9000 digital 
or MAX-900 Serics analog modules. Tlic 
M9131 Fanout DA is dcsigned for appli- 
cations where ceblc runs are 30 111 or  less 
and where no processing of thc serial digi- 
tal signal is requircd. I t  may bc configured 
as a singlc I-input by 8-output aniplificr 
or :is a dun1 I-input by 4-output amplifier. 
When opcrated i n  tlic latter modc, one 

input may be composite and the otlicr 
componcnt. The M9132 Rcclockiiig DA is 
dcsigncd for applications where cablc runs 
;ire longcr than 30 in and whcrc jitter may 
bc prcsent on the input signal. Tlic M9132 
providcs automatic cable equalization for 
up to 300 in of high-quality cable (Bclden 
828 I or cquivalcnt). The  module’s 
reclocking feature reduccs jitter on the 
input signal, which is important for multi- 
ple passcs. 
Circle Reader Service No. 101 

A software application for users of thc 
Cliyron CODP” character generator 
was introduccd by Syncsis. Inc., 174 
Jeromc PI., Bloomfield, N J  07003. 
CGToolsTM providcs highly flexible, full-  
featured control of CODI. Tlic software 
application is an intuitive DOS-based uscr 
interfacc that insulatcs the uscr from 
CODl’s built-in intelligent intcrface com- 

mand lungungc while providing casy-to- 
use keyboard nnd mouse control. Tlie soft- 
ware fcatures a built-in command and text 
filc cditor, which can bc used to create 
text filcs or import text from most PC- 
compatiblc word proccssors. Complete 
control ovcr text positioning, color, font, 
and trnnsparcncy is provided. Text files 
created within the software may bc used to 
creatc pages of text or mcssages with 
CODI. The product provides a rich sct of 
tools for creating and updating tab fields 
or tcmplates and supports the download- 
ing of Chyron-supplied BitstrcanirM fonts, 
multicolored logos, and PCX graphics 
files to tlic character gcncnitor. 
Circle Reader Service No. 102 

Media Composer Model 210 was 
announced by Avid Technology, Inc., Onc 
Park West, Tewksbury, MA 01876, (508) 
640-6789; Fax: (508) 640-1366. The prod- 
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