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Looking back over half a century at the
history of 16mm films, also called nonthe-
atrical, can be a treat for those who played
an active role in this vital component of
the information explosion. Students of
cinema history can gain valuable insight
into the role of nontheatrical film in the
modcrnization of education.

This is possible now that Rohama Lee,
long-time editor of Film News, has made
her dream a reality through much persc-
verance. It is a fitting tribute to her to have
this exceedingly valuable refcrence book
make it into print.

What a gold mine! Morc publishers and
editors should emulatc Rohama lee. Every
serious periodical deserves as much atten-
tion to history as Lee has given to the 42
years of Film News lile.

While 16mm {ilm as a presentation sys-
tem is yiclding to newer technologics,
recognition of this film medium’s role in
the information explosion is growing.
Film News Index 1939-198/ is a rich
resource covering four decades at the core
of the visual revolution. Nontheatrical

Book Review

16mm films are the forerunner of today’s
love affair with television and its out-
growths of video, videotape, the comput-
cr, and the latest, multimedia I1.*

The huge volume summarizes more than
300 issues of Film News with reviews and
articles that mirror lifc in the heart of the
century. Primary arc thumbnail reviews of
some 5000 motion picturcs — educational
subjects, classic Hollywood films, televi-
sion documentarics, and industrial and
government-sponsored films, all used in
the classroom.

That alone makes the volume a must for
every serious library the world over.
America’s place in the world of cinema is
undisputed. This index chronicles the
important films produced over half a cen-
tury of the Hollywood and film heyday.

Just as valuable are the descriptive
sketches of more than 1100 articles that
have appeared over four decades of publi-
cation. Collectively they depict a develop-
ing visual medium, especially important
for the instruction process. Giving further
value are index scctions by author, pro-
ducer, and subject.

Behind this index are years of effort on
the part of many people. Helping Lec
were co-cditors Elizabeth D. Lloyd and
Eilecn Allen, Syracuse University gradu-
ate research associates. The critical job of
summarizing the 5000 film reviews and

over 1000 articles was accomplished by
16 library school students. What a valu-
able cxperience. I envy them. '

The three-page preface is, in effect, an
autobiography of the cditor, who wit-
nessed the vital period of media growth as
an instruction staple. Lee’s acknowledg-
ment also thanks a dozen individuals, two
companies, and a film council for monc-
tary support plus the work of six librarians
and three fricnds. This underlines the
importance of this volume in many peo-
ple’s minds.

For me, scecing dozens and dozens of
familiar names through the book was a
delight. It is a veritable Who's Who of per-
sons who have made significant contribu-
tions to the world of educational media. It
is reccommended reading.

—Tom Hope

* Multimedia II, incorporating two or
more media with a computer, is the cur-
rent system, but it cannot claim first use of
the world. Multimedia I, often combining
such media as the overhead transparency,
audiocassctte, and videocassette, plus
printed material, has been an educational
instruction tool for more than 35 years.
The numecrical 1 and Il clarification has
been offered by this reviewer in the cditor-
ial for the Hope Reports 1993 AV Media
Events Calendar.

New Products

The MAX-9000 Series, an expanding
family of digital distribution and con-
version modules, has been introduced by
The Grass Valley Group, P.O. Box 1114,
Grass Valley, CA 95945, (916) 478-3141.
The company is now shipping two types
of serial digital distribution amplifiers, the
M9131 Serial Digital Fanout DA and the
M9132 Serial Digital Reclocking DA.
Both modules have been designed to han-
dle either compositc or component serial
digital signals. They featurc modular con-
struction and can be used in the same
frame along with other MAX-9000 digital
or MAX-900 Serics analog modules. The
M9131 Fanout DA is designed for appli-
cations where cable runs are 30 m or less
and where no processing of the serial digi-
tal signal is required. It may be configured
as a single 1-input by 8-output amplifier
or as a dual 1-input by 4-output amplifier.
When opcrated in the latter mode, one
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input may be composite and the other
component. The M9132 Reclocking DA is
designed for applications where cable runs
are longer than 30 m and where jitter may
be present on the input signal. The M9132
provides automatic cable equalization for
up to 300 m of high-quality cable (Belden
8281 or cquivalent). The module’s
reclocking feature reduces jitter on the
input signal, which is important for multi-
ple passcs.

Circle Reader Service No. 101

A software application for users of the
Chyron CODI™ character generator
was introduccd by Synesis, Inc., 174
Jerome Pl., Bloomfield, NJ 07003.
CGTools™ provides highly flexible, full-
featured control of CODI. The software
application is an intuitive DOS-based user
interface that insulates the user from
CODTI’s built-in intelligent interface com-

mand language while providing casy-to-
use keyboard and mouse control. The soft-
ware features a built-in command and text
file editor, which can be used to create
text files or import text from most PC-
compalible word processors. Complete
control over text positioning, color, font,
and transparency is provided. Text files
created within the software may be used to
create pages of text or messages with
CODI. The product provides a rich sct of
tools for creating and updating tab fields
or tcmplates and supports the download-
ing of Chyron-supplied Bitstream™ fonts,
multicolored logos, and PCX graphics
files to the character generator.

Circle Reader Service No. 102

Media Composer Model 210 was
announced by Avid Technology, Inc., Onc
Park West, Tewksbury, MA 01876, (508)
640-6789; Fax: (508) 640-1366. The prod-
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uct consists of software and board-level
hardware that can be added to a Macintosh
computer to create a professional, digital
nonlinear, off-line editing system. The
unit allows editors to quickly edit off-line
versions of their video programs, com-
plete with audio crossfades and video
transitions, and output approval copies of
the program directly to videotape.

Circle Reader Service No. 103
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Leitch Still File Special Edition

The Still File Special Edition (SE) is
available from Leitch Inc., 920 Corporate
Lane, Chesapeake, VA 23320, (804) 548-
2300; Fax: (804) 548-4088. Based on a
standard 486 DX computer, the SE is
equipped with a 300-Mbyte, high-perfor-
mance, internal SCSI image storage drive.
External expansion allows additional
image storage for applications demanding
greater on-linc image capacity. The unit
offers both analog NTSC and digital D-2
videco. Stills may be cataloged with
descriptive keywords, grouped by clients,
dates, or programs, and can be sorted,
printed, archived, or inserted into
scquences.
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The FA-510 Digital Time Base Corrector
now includes a unique color correction
that controls red and blue white-and-black
balance as well as the Y gamma character-
istic, it was announced by ForeA Corp.,
313 Speen St., Natick, MA 01760, (508)
650-3902; Fax: (508) 651-8729. The addi-
tion further enhances the benefits of the
product’s motion-compensated, recursive
noisc reduction for luminance and chromi-
nance. As a result, the FA-510 also
achieves increased output signal-to-noisc
ratio up to 9 dB with no loss of resolution
to produce the highest quality color pic-
tures in processing offtape signals and in
post-production, cable TV, and broadcast
applications. The product’s features include
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adaptive comb filtering to provide 5.0 MHz
bandwidth for composite VCR sources; and
for Y/C inputs, the full-band channel and
CCIR Rec. 601 4 2:2 processing for the
highest possible resolution.
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A 4:2:2 Frame Synchronizer was
unveiled by Vistck Americas, 1898
Embarcadero Rd., Palo Alto, CA 94303,
(415) 424-8336; Fax: (415) 424-8304. The
V4301 offers broadcast performance as
well as the flexibility to interface with
component and composite standards.
When uscd with composite inputs, the out-
put is independcnt of the input SC/H
phase rclationship. The single frame delay
will minimize problems with audio tim-
ing, compared with 8-field composite syn-
chronizers.

The product provides a stable output,
cven when the input signal is of marginal
quality. The optional remote-control panel
controls up to six synchronizers. The
product is offered in two versions, the
V4301 with component input and output,
and V4301/P composite model with a
PAL Varicomb decoder and a multistan-
dard encoder PAL B,G,I, and N,and S-
VHS format (Y/C). Both versions will
accept a Y/C input. SECAM input/outputs
are also available.

Circle Reader Service No. 106

Alan Gordon Enterprises SLAM-CAM 35

The SLAM-CAM 35, a 35mm motion-
picture camecra specially designed for
point-of-view and crash-camera photogra-
phy, was launched by Alan Gordon
Enterprises, 1430 Cahucnga Blvd.,
Hollywood, CA 90028, (213) 466-3561;
Fax: (213) 871-2193. The product is casy
to use, incorporating the basic mechanical
elements of the Bell & Howell Eyemo
camera (mechanism plate, shutter, and
shuttle assembly). The ncw features are a
crystal-controlled motor, with infinitely
variable speeds from 4 to 50 frames/sec in
I-frame increments, a digital footage
counter, four extra mounting points
(allowing the camera to be mounted in

tight or restricted arcas), and remote-con-
trolled triggering. The camera utilizes a
100-ft daylight-load spool. A variety of
lens mounts arc available, and the camera
can be supplied with Arri PL, Arri B, Arri
S, and Canon lens mounts. The unit is
powcred by a 12 to 160-V battery and
uses 1.2 tol.4 amps at 24 frames/scc. It
has a 160° shutter, offering flicker free
photography when used with HMI lighting
at 6, 8, 12, 15, 24, 30, and 40 frames/scc.
Circle Reader Service No. 107

COOLSCAN™, a revolutionary 35mm
film scanner, was introduced by Nikon
Electronic Imaging, 1300 Walt Whitman
Rd., Melville, NY 11747-3064, (516) 547-
4200. The unit, which utilizes the compa-
ny’s patented scanning illumination tech-
nology, is available in internal (to the per-
sonal computer) and external versions for
both the Macintosh and PC/compatibles.
The product captures 24 bits/pixel in a sin-
gle-pass RGB scan of both color and
black-and-white 35mm negative or trans-
parency material, to yield a maximum res-
olution of 2700 dots/in. Scan sharpness
and color fidelity are unparalleled in the
product category.
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Allen Products electronic sensitometer

An electronic sensitometer for use with
all black-and-white film was debuted by
The Allen Products Co., 180 Wampus
Lane, Milford, CT 06460, (203) 878-7454.
This highly precise instrument provides
carly detection of adverse changes in the
development process and can save both
time and material costs. Designed for use
with single-sided film, the sensitometer
uses a digital, controlled white light
source to expose a 21-step gray scale
wedge with .15 density increments. The
unit incorporates an integrating control
system to compensate for variations in
light intensity. With a range of exposure
times that can be sclected from .1 to 3.2
sec, the product operates with the touch of
a button and generates test exposures with
a known, repcatable, electronically con-
trolled light source.

Circle Reader Service No. 109
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Miller pan-and-tilt fluid head

Two products were announced by Miller
Fluid Heads (USA) Inc., 410 Garibaldi
Ave., Lodi, NJ 07644, (201) 473-9592;
Fax: (201) 473-9693. Thc Miller 25 is a
pan-and-tilt fluid head, designed to ful-
fill market demands for both a lighter,
lower profile head for ENG operations
with the latest gencration camcorder
broadcast cameras and to provide a larger
capacity head for corporate/industrial
video users when studio configured cam-
eras are required. The product’s features
include a multistep fluid drag control sys-
tem with light, medium, and hcavy drag
scttings plus a “free wheel” position. This
multistep system ensures distinct variance
in fluid drag settings and smooth, control-
lable movements, particularly at the start
or finish of a pan. The quick-relcase cam-
cra platform includes a sliding balance
plate which, in conjunction with the coun-
terbalance system, provides perfect bal-
ancing throughout the tilt range.
Additional features include positive
pan/tilt locks, safety camera release, dual
handle carriers, bubble level, and integrat-
ed 100-mm ball leveling.

Carbon-fiber tripods available in sin-
gle and two-stage models and in 100-mm
and 75-mm ball tops accommodate all of
the company’s, and most other manufac-
turers’, ball-leveling fluid heads in these
sizes. Compared to an equivalent alloy tri-
pod, a carbon-fiber unit is lighter by 25
times. It provides virtually no twisting or
pan backlash, even when using heavy drag
settings on a fluid head. It’s extreme rigid-
ity is a result of interlocking layers of
fiber wound at %15° to the center axis.
The resultant material is, pound for pound,
both lighter than aluminum and stronger
than steel.
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SMPTE has a full linc of test materials
for television and motion pictures,
including monochrome TV test pat-
terns, color TV subjective reference
films and slides, photographic sound
test films, magnetic sound test films,
and a complete range of projector per-
formance films. Most TV films are
available in 3Smm, 16mm, and 2 X 2-
inch transparencies. The sound films
are available in 35mm and 16mm (the
magnetic sound f{ilms are also avail-
able in super 8), and the projector per-
formance films are available in 35mm,
16mm, super 8 and regular 8, depend-
ing upon the film type. Films are in
stock for immediate shipment. All
films arc guaranteed.

For your free catalog, write to:
SMPTE Test Film Dept.

595 W. Hartsdale Ave.
White Plains, NY 10607
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Order these durable, high quality binders from SMPTE

Postage and Handling included: USA-$21.00 each; Mexico and
Canada-$24.00 each; Overseas-$39.00 each.

SOCIETY OF MOTION PICTURE ;
AND TELEVISION ENGINEERS

595 W. Harisdale Ave., White Plains, N.Y. 10607 (914) 761-1100

SMPTE
JOURNAL
BINDERS

To keep your Journals sasily
accessible and in good order.
This sturdy, handsomely
imprinted rod-binder holds

a year’s Issues (12) plus
Directory. Each issue can be
sasily bound or detached!
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