
such :IS composite and letterbox. Various 
movie clips wcre shown and the diffcrent 
color elcments were explaincd, such as 
black lcvels and differences bctwecn lettcr- 
box and pan and scan. The seminar then 
concludcd with a question-and-answcr peri- 
od. - Janna Nava (Student Chairperson), 
Pasadena City Collegc. 

Rocky Mountain, March 18, 1993 - 
Approxirnatcly 100 people attendcd tlic 
March meeting of the Rocky Mountain 
Section, which featured a vcry intcnse and 
complex discussion of Super 16 film pro- 
duction for thc widescrcen television stan- 
dard. The keynote speaker was SMPTE 
Prcsident Irwin Young, DuArt Film Labs, 
who has over 15 ycars involvcment with the 
Supcr 16 film formitt. Young’s film lab i n  
New York City is one of the pioncers in 
cstablishing full laboratory support. His pre- 
sentation includcd a 35nini film demonstra- 
tion where identical scenes werc shot on 
Supcr 16 and 35mm film stock. The Supcr 
I6 was blown up to 35mm and comparcd 
with the straight 3~111111 footage. 

Dave Kenig, who reprcsented Panavision 
and Aaton, gave a verbal presentation and 
demonstration of both cameras. Hc also 
showed segmcnts on 35mm film that were 
shot with Super 16 Aaton cameras. 

Glcn LeFeber and Richard Hoff, Eastman 
Kodak Co., read a papcr entitled “Con- 
sideration in  the Use of Supcr I6 Film for 

the Production of Widescreen Television 
Progr;imming,” which was written by M. P. 
Clark, C. B. Hunt, J. W. Johnston, and W. 
C. Snydcr II. The presentation was a combi- 
nation slide show and demonstration of film 
transfers to high-definition vidco, which 
clcarly demonstratcd a balanccd p‘artnersliip 
betwccn film and the new high-tech video 
format (HDTV). 

The meeting was hosted by FilmNideo 
Equipment Service Co. and was held on its 
sound stage. A panel, miide up of the prc- 
scnters, fieldcd questions following the for- 
mal presentations. 

This meeting was vidcotaped on Beta SP 
with multiple cameras (three) by the 
Colorado Institutc of Art’s Vidco and 
Audio Production Dept. The videotape of 
the meeting is available; for further infor- 
mation, please call Mccting and 
Membcrship Chairman Laszlo I. Varga at 
(303) 794-0972. - Laszlo 1. Varga ( 
Mceting and Mcmbership Chairman). 
Pannonia International Films. 

San Francisco, February 25,1993 - Thc 
February rnccting was held at thc KPIX/5 
studio. Phil Livingston, Panasonic Broad- 
cast and Television Systems Co., discusscd 
the upcoming release of thc D-5 digital 
VTR. He outlincd the design concept of thc 
VTR platform that will be used for three 
generations. The first generation is the coni- 
ponent digital D-3, which is now in use; thc 

next generation is tlie D-5 digital compo- 
nent format; thc third will be HDTV, using 
a compressed video format. 

He discussed in detail Panasonic’s philoso- 
phy on not compressing video in the digital 
component format in the post-production 
environnicnt. The presentation was followed 
by a question-and-answer session focusing 
on the pros and cons of the current DCT sys- 
tem and upcoming Betacani. - Richard 
LeForge (Sccretaryrwasurer), Consultnnt. 

San Francisco, March 25, 1993 - Over 
90 people attended the March meeting, 
which was a joint scssion with the local 
Audio Engincering Socicty (AES) chapter. 
The meeting, hcld at Ampex Corp., featured 
a presentation by Birney Dayton, foundcr 
and presidcnt of NVision, who explained 
the compatibility of digital audio in a digital 
PAL, NTSC, and AESEBU world, as well 
as tlie basic math that, when properly 
applied, will result in tying togethcr these 
seemingly incompatible standwds. Hc also 
discusscd tlic diffcrent digital audio varia- 
tions that are used with 30, 25, and 24- 
frame rates, both post and precompensa- 
tions that result in a 48-kHz standard. 

During the question-and-answer scssion, 
there was disussion on thc intricacies of 
switching digital formats in both NTSC ‘md 
PAL standards, and the pros and cons of 
such things as embedded audio. - Richard 
LeForge (Secrctary/rreasurer), Consult‘mt. 

News 
SMPTE Financial Vice-President 
Charles Jablonski was named vice-presi- 
dent, broadcast and 
nctwork enginecr- 
ing, at NBC Broad- 
cast and Network 
Operations. He will 
be rcsponsiblc for 
nctwork enginecr- 
ing, the renovation 
of NBC’s technical 
facilities at its Ncw 
York City-based headquarters, and technol- 
ogy planning, equipment developmcnt, and 
technical projcct coordination. 

Jablonksi, who since 1990 scrved as tlic 
network’s managing director, Olympics 
enginecring, was tlie recipicnt of an 
Emmy Award for his covcragc of the 1992 
Olympic Games in Barcelona. His respon- 
sibilities included tcclinology dcvelop- 
inent, production coverage, systems devel- 
opment, and implemcntation of all pro- 
duction and engineering systems. In addi- 
tion, he was responsible for the cngineer- 
ing cffort behind NBC’s coverage of the 

1988 Olympic Games in Scoul, which also 
resulted in an Emmy Award. 

He joined NBC in 1983 as a project 
manager for systems engineering, and was 
latcr promotcd to chief engineer, network 
distribution. His list of accomplishments 
at the nctwork include the conversion 
from graphics to elcctronic systems and 
the supcrvision of the conversion to 
stereo, for which NBC received an Emrny 
Awiird. Prior to joining NBC lie was chief 
engineer of WNET, the PBS flagship stii- 
tion in New York. 

David Elliott, a Fellow of the SMPTE, 
has becn named vice-president, engineer- 
ing services, East Coast, of tlie ABC tele- 
vision nctwork’s broadcasting operations 
and cngineering division. He will be 
responsible for all New York enginecring 
scrviccs, including systcnis cngineering 
and new technology groups, clectronic 
maintenance, and post-production and 
graphics. He had previously worked for 
the network as director of broadcast centcr 
operations. In related news, Mary Frost 

was promoted to vicc-president and gener- 
al manager, network operations, East 
Coast, and Elliott Reed was appointed 
vicc-prcsident, television opcrations, East 
Coast. 

Several enginecring short courses will 
be offcred by UCLA Extension during the 
months of August and September. The 
courses are designed for peoplc involved 
in ncw forms of information distribution, 
including data compression, CD-ROM, 
and wirelcss pcrsonal communication sys- 
tcms. The scssions will be held as follows: 
“Data Speech,  Image and Vidco 
Comprcssion: Principles, Applications, 
and Standards,” will take place August 9 
to 13; “User-Oriented Interface Design: 
Process and Product,” will be offered from 
Scptember 8 to 10; “Wireless Personal 
Communications Systems (PCS),” will be 
held Scptember 15 to 17; and “User- 
Interfacc Design for  Interactive 
Multimedia Systems,” will take place 
September 22 to 24. All courses will be 
held in the UCLA Extension building, 
adjaccnt to the UCLA campus, from 8 
a.m. to 5 p.m. For more information, con- 
tact UCLA Extcnsion, Enginecring Short 
Courses, 10995 LcConte Ave., Ste. 542, 
Los Angelcs, CA 90024, (310) 825-1047, 
Fax: (310) 206-2815. 
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