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John Baptista was been named senior
vice-president of imaging technology at
Consolidated Film
Industries. He con­
tinues to be respon­
sible for merging
the videotape de­
partment with the
title and optical
department, keep­
ing his duties as
CFI's Chief Engineer. Baptista, an
SMPTE Fellow, was the 1986 recipient of
the Herbert T. Kalmus Gold Medal
Award.

Blaine Baker, SMPTE Past President,
was elected a fellow of the British
Kinematograph,
Sound, and Tele­
vision Society
(B KSTS) during
ceremonies in
London, England,
on November 29,
1993. Citing his
many years in edu­
cating young people, the award recog­
nized Baker's two-year term as SMPTE
President (1991-92). Baker has been with
MPL Film & Video of Memphis/
Nashville for 28 years and just recently
stepped down as president of the compa­
ny. He is also an SMPTE Fellow.
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through a nomination and approval
process involving leaders in the fields of
science, technology, and medicine. Baron,
manager of engineering at NBC, has been
instrumental in the development of vari­
ous new television technologies for the
past 30 years. He has served the Society
in numerous capacities, including
Engineering Vice-President and member
of the SMPTE Board of Editors.
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Richard O'Brien, a Life Fellow of the
SMPTE, received the third Charles F.
Jenkins Lifetime
Technical
Achievement
Award from the
Academy of Tele­
vision Arts and
Sciences for which
he was presented
with an Emmy.
This award is presented to television engi­
neers for major contributions to technolo­
gy. O'Brien was managing director, plan­
ning, for CBS, until his retirement in
1982.

Long active in the SMPTE, O'Brien
received the Society'S David Sarnoff Gold
Medal Award in 1984. He served on the
SMPTE Board of Governors from 1964
through 1978, including four years as
Vice-President for Television Affairs, and
six years as Secretary.

SMPTE Executive Vice-President
Stanley Baron was honored by the City
of New York as a
winner of the 1993
Mayor's Award for
Excellence in Sci­
ence and Techno­
logy for "his contri­
bution to the city's
position as the
leading telecommu­
nications center in the world." Baron
received his award on December 2, 1993,
from Mayor David N. Dinkins in a cere­
mony at Gracie Mansion. The winners of
this award are selected by the Mayor

SMPTE All-Day Tutorial in
NYC on March 5, to Compare
Computers, Film, and Video

The Society's New York Section will
conduct an all-day tutorial called "Pixels,
Pictures, and Perception: The Differences
and Similarities Between Computer
Imagery, Film and Video" at New York
City's Fashion Institute of Technology on
Saturday, March 5, 1994. The tutorial will
be presented by an award-winning team of
instructors whose credits range from
blockbuster movies to long-running TV
series, to the NASA space program.

"There's a lot of confusion in the field,"
said Linda Young, of DuArt Film and
Video, who chairs SMPTE's New York
Section. "Someone who knows what 8
bits, 500 pixels, and a certain type of color
means in one type of imaging expects to
see those values make the same sort of pic­
ture in another, but that's not usually the
case." Young continued, "It's possible to
achieve what you want to, but only if you
understand the basic principles involved.
That's the idea behind this tutorial."

SMPTE has assembled an international
team of presenters, led by Charles
Poynton, of Sun Microsystems. Poynton
won the coveted David Sarnoff Medal in
1993 for his many contributions to the
imaging field. His tutorial presentations
on color, pixels, and other aspects of pic­
tures (including film and print) have been
acclaimed worldwide.

Advance registration for the tutorial is
$35 for SMPTE members, $125 for non­
members, $25 for student members, and
$60 for student nonmembers. The seminar
date has been chosen to allow participants
to gain knowledge that will be useful to
them in Las Vegas later in the month. For
more information, contact Linda Young at
(212) 757-4580, ext. 680; Fax: (212) 333­
7647.
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