Engineering News

Study Group — SMPTE Documentation
of Television Recording Formats

A Study Group has been formed address-
ing future issues concerning the SMPTE
documentation of Television Recording
Formats Employing Compression Techniques.

The Study Group, chaired by Mikhail
Tsinberg of Toshiba, will report to the
Committee on Television Recording and
Reproduction Technology Committee (V16).

Topics to be discussed include the devel-
opment of layered standards. That is, to
establish the layers and interfaces that can be
standardized from the bottom physical layer
upward through the storage, signal process-
ing, and transmission layers.

The group will provide a format documen-
tation framework that will accommodate the
preparation of compressed audio-video-data-
bit stream recorder formats.

Anyone interested in joining the Study
Group should contact SMPTE Engineering
Dept. at (914) 761-1100.

SEEC — SMPTE Engineering Electronic
Communications

SEEC, the SMPTE Engineering Electronic
Communications system, is available as a
private area on CompuServe, the internation-
al computer information network.

SEEC offers users access via computer
modems to calendars of SMPTE engineering
meetings and other Society activities, a gen-
eral Engineering Committee bulletin board,
and to library and message sections devoted
to individual Technology Committees and
their subcommittees.

The Technology Committee libraries hold
committee drafts of SMPTE Standards,
Recommended Practices and Engineering
Guidelines, and other items of interest to the
Engineering Committees, which can be
downloaded by the committee members.
Comments on these drafts can then be
uploaded to the corresponding Technology
Committee message section, where they can
be read by the members and considered for
incorporation into succeeding drafts.

As a private CompuServe area, SEEC will
not be visible or accessible to regular
CompuServe users. To access SEEC, users
must sign up for a CompuServe membership
under a special sign-up ID available from the
Engineering Dept. at SMPTE. There are no
extra charges for accessing SEEC; all costs
are identical to the usual CompuServe
charges. All the normal CompuServe fea-
tures are available to SEEC users.

For more information on joining SEEC,
contact the Engineering Dept., SMPTE
Headquarters, (914) 761-1100, Fax: (914)
761-3115, or through CompuServe mail to
71362,22.
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