
Allied Film and Video in 1960 and has
guided the organization to its present posi­
tion as a lead ing professional video post­
production and videocasse tte and film
duplication service.

Smith has served on SMPTE' s Board of
Go vernors and as Ch airm an o f the
Comm ittee on Education, Indu strial and
Con sumer Technology. The Society rec­
ogn ized his contributions to the audio ­
visual industry with a President ial
Proclamation in 1985.

Robert M, Allen has been appointed vice­
president in charge of product ion opera­
tions at Disney-MGM Studios . He had
served since 1987 as director of film and
tape production. Allen will continue to
oversee the operation of the Disney-MGM

Byron L. Friend

Byron L. Friend

Veteran motion-picture producer Byron
L. Friend died March 26 , 1994 , at h is
home in Winterset, Iowa . He was 75.

Born in Marshalltown, Iowa, in 1919 ,
Friend attended Coyne Radio & Electrical
Sch ool and the Lew is In stitute o f
Technology. In 1935 , he j o ined the
Merchant Marine and serv ed as a
Communication s Officer on the S .S .
James A. Wetmore during World War II.
He rose to the rank of First Lieutenant
and was awarded several medal s for his
contributions to the war effort. He left the
Marit ime Service in 1945.

Friend began his motion-picture career
in Chicago; he was a maintenance engi -
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Studios facilities and production groups
while develop ing new business opportuni­
ties for the Florid a studios.

Daniel Castles was appointed president of
Grass Valley Group , Inc., a subsidiary of
Tektronix. He also
continues as vice­
pres ident of Te k­
tronix . Previousl y,
Castles se rved as
vice-president and
general manager of
Tektronix ' s Tele­
v is io n Div . and
chief operating offi­
cer at Gras s Valley . Castles joined
Tektronix in 1978 in the finance depart­
ment and has held positions as controller

Obituaries
neer at ABC-TV and then became a video
engineer at NBC-TV. In 1952 , he founded
T'ele c i ne Film Studi os , Inc. , in Park
Ridge, Ill. As president of that company,
he produced a variety of educational, cor­
porate, and public service lilms.

Considered an industry pioneer, Friend
wa s beh ind such advances as the fir st
multi cam era motion-picture productions
in the Midwest. He was also the first to
produce a motion-pi cture series for televi­
sion in color (Zoo Parade) . A frequent
lecturer at high schools and universities,
Friend taught the first film course on pro­
duction techn iqu e s at Northwestern
University.

Friend played a very active role in
SMPTE since j oini ng in 1955. On the
national level , he was a memher of the
Sustaining Member Committee and was
th e 1978 re cip ient o f th e SMPTE
Membership Award Plaque .

He also served his Ch icago Section in a
variety of positions, including Manager,
Secretaryffreasurer , Membership Chair­
man, and Section Chairman. In addition,
Friend is re spon sib le fo r founding the
Chi cago Sect ion A ll- Day Tutorial
Seminar, held every spring.

To honor his contribution to the indus­
try, the SMPTE elected him a Fellow of
the Society in 1981 ; he became a Life
Fellow in 1984.

Friend is surv ived by his wife June of
Winterset, Iowa ; a son, David H. Friend
of S. Barrington, Ill .; a daughter, Sandra
Friend of Highland , Calif.; his sister, Vera
Doren of Seal Beach, Calif .; three grand­
children and one stepgrandson.

and manu factu ring manager. He became
gene ral manager of the Television Div. in
1988.

Jesse T , (Tom) Ellington, Consolidated
Film Industries, has retired as chairman of
the executi ve com­
mittee . He j oined
CFI as president in
1977; his previous
po sition s inc lude
se nio r ass istant
postmaster general,
ch a irm an of the
Capital Investment
Comm ittee of the
U.S. Postal Service, and senior vice-presi­
dent of Young & Rubicam. Ellington has
heen a Society Fellow since 1982.

Richard W. Rodgers
Richard W. Rodgers died in his sleep on
April 24, 1994. He was 63.

A fte r g radua t ing from Pol yt echn ic
Institute of Brooklyn in 1961 , Rodgers
joined the CBS Tele vision Network as a
project engineer. He served as a manager
of appl ications engineering for CMX Co.
and then formed his own consult ing firm,
R. W . Rodgers and Associates, in Los
Angeles in 1971.

Rodgers joined ABC Television in Los
Angeles in 1977. Among the several posi­
tions he held there was head of engineer­
ing for the international broadcast center
for the 1984 Summer Olympic Game s,
fo r whi ch he received the 1984 Emmy
Aw ard for Out standing Ind ividu al
Achievemen t.

At the time of his death, Rodgers was a
se nio r assoc ia te at Brooks/Flemm ing
Associates . He is surv ived by his wife
Janet and his son Paul.

George J. Mitchell
George J. Mitehell also passed away on
March 26, 1994 , at the age of 75. He was
the produc er , vice-president, and owner
of Centurion Films Co . in San Diego ,
Cal if.

Mitchell was the author of numerous
techn ical art icles on ci nema torgraphy,
and the producer of a short film dealing
with the history and development of the
cine camera.

A 1942 graduate of the Citadel ,
Mitchell served in the U.S. Army for 25
years and retired as a Lieutenant Colonel.
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