Audio Equipment

Ampex Media Corp. has introduced a new
generation of the Ampex 472 studio audio
cassettes, available in 10, 20, 30, 45, 60,
and 90-min configurations. The new cas-
settes feature a dual-coated chromium-
dioxide IEC Type II formulation that uses
two layers of matching pure chrome parti-
cles that differ in size; high-frequency sig-
nals are recorded on the top layer while the
lower layer records the low frequencies.
The five-screw cassette shell, made from a
polycarbonate material designed to resist
warpage up to 200° F, incorporates preci-
sion guide rollers to improve azimuth
tracking.

Graphics/Special Effects

Abekas Video Systems, Inc., introduced the
Dveous digital effects system. Image trans-
form information is calculated to 1.2 ns spa-
tial precision with 10 bits/pixel resolution.
The standard configuration is a twin-channel
effects system that may be used in a dual-
video or video-plus key and full-bandwidth
drop shadow implementation; a second twin
channel may be added. The SuperShadow
function provides independent control of all
transforms and warps. UltraWarp furnishes a
standard range of effects, such as quad splits,
cylinders, rings, and swirls. Dveous accepts
both serial and parallel digital and analog
component and composite PAL inputs.

Signal Processing/ Transmission
Equipment

The A1023 MPEG audio encoder mod-
ule from Atlanta Signal Processors pro-
vides high-quality digital audio compres-
sion for mono and sterco signals in a com-

New Products

pletely self-contained module, which has a
balanced stereo audio input to a stereo 16-
bit analog-to-digital converter that can
operate at 32 kHz, 44.1 kHz, or 48 kHz. It
also has a glueless interface to digital
audio receiver chips. MPEG encoded data
output is either bit serial or through an 8-
bit parallel FIFO. The A1023 provides for
external software control of operating
parameters including sample rate output
bitrate, MPEG layer, audio input source,
and time stamping through an 8-bit bi-
directional control interface.

Software

Motion Pixels has announced the availability
of its Motion Pixels Version 2.1B software.
Motion Pixels is a software-only codec that
consists of a compressor and player that pro-
vides full-motion video compression and
decompression. The playback program offers
12 resizing options, with color choices of
256, 32K, and gray scale. The compressor
program provides the user with adjustable
controls, including five color-subsampling
settings, interframe compression adjustments
for edge and color distance, background fil-
tering, and a sliding scale for gamma (color)
correction.

Support Equipment

Anthro Corp. introduced the Anthro
Console, which was designed to support
video editing stations as well as other multi-
monitor systems. The frame is 16-gauge
steel with a baked-on powder coat finish;
shelves are 1-in. thick industrial-grade parti-
cle board with high-pressure, scratch-resis-
tant laminate. The Console comes with two
shelves that can be put anywhere on the

frame of the cart in lin. increments; addi-
tional shelves can be added if more space is
needed. Also included is a keyboard surface
that can be positioned 7in. above or 5.75in.
below the shelf it is attached to. The
adjustable work surface can be tilted either
9° towards or 15 away from the user. It is
easily adjustable from sit-down to stand-up
height and the 4-in. soft rubber, twin-whecl
castors allow it to be conveniently moved
from room to room.

The 44 Series of joystick controllers is
now available from Switches Plus. The joy-
sticks are available in three models: two-
position, four-position, or eight-position.
The short-throw, self-centering joystick
operator activates | NO/1 NC contact ele-
ments in the X-Y axis and, with the 8-posi-
tion model, combinations of contacts at
intermediate positions. All models mount in
standard 22.5 mm panel holes and are rated
at 6 A/250 VAC.

Standards Converters

TV One Multimedia Solutions has
announced the DeltaScan, for real-time
conversion of high-resolution PC,
Macintosh, and workstation graphics to
NTSC or PAL video. DeltaScan is a small,
external unit that requires no software dri-
vers. It handles all input resolutions up a
maximum of 1600 x 1200 and accommo-
dates all vertical refresh rates for either
noninterlaced or interlaced signals. Simul-
taneous outputs are available in composite,
S-Video, and RGB, as well as a computer
monitor output. DeltaScan is 24-bit com-
patible and internally stores two million
colors.

1. The Anthro Console from Anthro Corp. 2. The 44 Series of joystick controllers from Switches Plus. 3. TV One’s Del{aSgan. 4. The ES-126
and ES-127 master clock system from ESE. 5. The MTS100 MPEG test system from Tektronix and Matra Communication. 6. The FSEB20

from Rohde & Schwarz, distributed by Tektronix.
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Switchers and Routing Systems

Leitch Inc. has introduced the VIA32 Series
of routers. The 32 x 32 and 32 x 16 VIA
routers fulfill most requirements, including
analog audio, analog video, AES/EBU digital
audio or serial digital video routing. Multiple
VIA32 models can also be combined to cre-
ate sophisticated, multilevel systems. All
composite (143 and 177 Mbit/sec), compo-
nent (270 Mbit/sec) and widescreen 16:9
(360 Mbit/sec) serial standards also may be
routed by the VIA32 Serial model. The VIA
routers provide early detection of failure in
any key modules, including the X-Y commu-
nications bus, power supply, or fan. Each
router is equipped with standard LED error
and operation monitoring indicators, an exter-
nal contact closure input, and an optional
redundant power supply module.

Test and Measurement Equipment
ESE has introduced the ES-126 and ES-127
master clock systems. Both units feature a
12-digit ESE serial time code reader that dis-
plays six digits (hours, minutes, and seconds)
of time and six digits (month, day, and year)
of date. The ES-126 displays are .56 in. high
yellow LEDs in a single rackmount enclo-
sure; the ES-127 has | in. high LED displays
in a 3 1/2-in. rackmount enclosure. Both units
are designed to read ESE serial code (TC90)
from ESE’s master clocks.

Hewlett-Packard Co. has introduced the HP
3270 Series of board test systems, The HP

3272, 3273, and 3275 all feature HP TestJet
technology; also standard is an HP 9000
Series 700 workstation with 66-MHz perfor-
mangce, HP in-circuit boundary-scan software,
and shortwire fixturing software. The HP
3272 system includes six-wire-analog, in-cir-
cuit technology for accurate diagnostics of
analog-device failures. The HP 3273 has
powered in-circuit test performance, a six-
megapattern vector rate, and a library of more
than 8,000 devices for digital fault diagnos-
tics. The HP 3275 has the same features as
the HP 3272 plus a 12-megapattern or 20-
megapattern vector rate, back-trace probe,
and fault dictionary for digital functional fault
detection.

Tektronix, Inc., has announced the MTS100
MPEG test system, a joint development with
Matra Communication of France. The
MTS100 is useful for applications in
encoder/decoder compliance and stressing;
multiplexer operation, repair and stressing;
transmission system testing; manufacturing
quality assurance; and MPEG system train-
ing. Using a Windows NT workstation as its
platform, the MTS!00 includes a data store
system and five application programs. The
MTS100 is fully configured and utilizes five
2-Gbyte SCSI hard drives with a custom I/O
board capable of handling MPEG transport
streams (MTS) at throughputs up to 45
Mbit/sec. This generator and analyzer combi-
nation includes such advanced features as a
multiplexer, an analyzer, a data store control,
a channel coder, and a table editor.
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Tektronix has also announced the expan-
sion of the Rohde & Schwarz FSE spectrum
analyzer series to include the FSEB20, with a
range of 9 kHz to 7 GHz, and the FSEB30,
with a range of 20 Hz to 7 GHz. In addition,
the FSE Series will now enable the spectrum
analyzers to effectively become vector signal
analyzers, combining laboratory-grade RF
spectrum analysis with digital signal demodu-
lation and analysis. Measurement results can
be displayed in numerous ways, including in-
phase and quadrature signal eye diagrams, as
well as vector, constellation, and trellis dia-
grams.

Video Storage

The Ampex DDS digital data storage prod-
uct line has been introduced by Ampex
Media Corp. The cartridges utilize an
advanced metal particle tape formulation that
ensures high output levels and extremely low
error rates. Further, the DDS shells contribute
to stable output performance via their strin-
gent mechanical design specifications that
ensure proper tracking and jam-free opera-
tion. Ampex DDS cartridges also incorporate
the Media Recognition System, which is
designed to prevent the accidental intermix-
ing of incompatible media between Audio
DAT and DDS formats. Available in 60-m
and 90-m lengths, the Ampex DDS series
offers the Ampex-patented DATpak storage
system. Each polypropylene DATpak con-
tainer holds two DDS cartridges for redun-
dant storage or A/B copy backups.
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