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(;ootl ;I I t  e r noo 11 : I ' 111 Dii v i cl George, 
I n  reality I'm your Executive Vicc- 
President, but I have the privilege to 
act ;is your President today. i n  the 
absence 01' y o u r  real President - 
Stanley Baron. Stan has h u r t  his 
back und has been told by his doc- 
tors to stay still ;I little longer. And, 
;IS those of you  that know him well 
will verify. that's ;I very difficiilt job 
for Stan to do. He misses being here 
terribly atid wants t o  make certain 
that I echo his greetings t o  you. He 
had very milch looked forward to 
being able t o  ~idt l rcss y o u  hitiiself. 
~ i n d  soon he will be ab le  to. but 
unfortunately, i t  will have to wait 
u n t i l  next t i  me. 

As for me, it 's clelightful to he 
back again i n  Sari Francisco. the 

Advanced Te 1 c v i s i o t i  ;i nd El cct ro ii i c 
I i n  ug i 11 g Co t i  fcre nee s , to o lice ag ;i i n 
be able to share with y o u  ii snapshot 
o f  our  rapidly evolving industry. 
Focusing on "New I :oii ndut ions for- 
Video Technology." this conference 
addresses certain of' the technologi- 
cal forces that arc driving change. 

Y o u  have litst been introduced to 
the members making this conference 
possible. Together they have tlevcl- 
oped ;I cotiiprchensive program that 
permits 11s to share the insights 01' ;I 

t i  11 m bcr of  know I ed pea b le i nil us try 
profess iona ls  involved  i n  the  
motion-imaging arts and sciences. iis 

well ;IS their application in  :iddrcss- 
ing some of thc needs of contcnipo- 
rary society. 

home  o f  s o  many successful 

SMPTE Executive Vice-President David L.  George. 

The interests o f  thc SMP'I'E arc 
i lid i v i si blc I'roni the nppl icat ion  s antl 
technologies of  these arts ;ind sci- 
ences and their allied fields antl sup- 
port SMPTt;, iiiembers I'roni around 
the world who are involved or intcr- 
csted i n  this vast Lit-cna. That nieatis 
iis members - and ;is a Society - 
we h:ivc to be prepared to follow the 
tisc of' motion imaging i n  addressing 
contemporary problems and i n  m e t -  
ing current needs. no niattcr where 
that leacls. At the smic time wc miist 
con t i t i  iie ti t i  rtu ri ng, expanding, ii ncl 
sit pport  i n g e s t i i  b I i shed  i magi n g 
industries from which both the basic 
;in tl i i ios t  power l'u I ex prcssi ons o I' 
oitr art springs forth. 

The I'iitiire o f  oiir industry involves 
both growth and chunge along the 
who I e b reail t h o f  ii t cc t i  11 o I og i c ;i I 
spectrum that is already very broad 
rind still expanding. Because of the 

power of moving images, they have 
been adopted to achieve a wide vari- 
ety o f  gonls. The SMPTE must be 
prepared to takc that diversity of 
t i  ceds ii nd ii p p I ica t ions i n to acco i t  n t 
i n  its affairs, operations. and inter- 
ests, diligently seeking with equiil 
fervor to support existing constitucn- 
c ics  as w e l l  a s  attract  new ones ,  
while recognizing that thcre is a 
t ransfer  o f  imoging knowledge  
among that whole galaxy of interests. 

Sonic of that diversity is also evi- 
dent in  the program being presented 
here, which addresses but ii fragnient 
o f  that large universe. Other SMPTE 
progrii ti1 s and con I'e re nces high I i g 11 t 
other technologies, other techniques. 
and other applications. 

The engine of change, i n  a contem- 
porary and free society, is largely 
technological innovation. 11 puts peo- 
ple o i t t  o f  work. yet it creates new 
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The Get-Together Luncheon was held Friday, February 70, at the Wesfin Sf .  Francis Hotel. 

industries. I t  provides 11s with new 
challenges and with new pnstiiiics. 
iis well ;is new opportunities. I t  pro- 
vides new solutions, and presents 
new problems ant1 even reasons lot 
new laws. I t  changes how we live 
and where. I t  changes how we spend 
our time. how we communicate. how 
we sociali7.e with each other. and 
c ve n how s o c  i al we  event  u ;I I I y 
become. And i t  changes how and 
when we work ant1 how much we 
accomplish a s  ii result. Technology 

the fabric. o l  our society. 
If we are able to cope effectively 

with change, to be able to focus nntl 
harness i t  to our own ends, we must 
come to appreciate the underlying 
technologies that :ire causing change 
to happen. In that regard, the sphere 
o f  interest ol' this Society cncon- 
passes many of the most powerful o f  
the technologies o t  media and, at 
times like this, if we pay attention to 
what we can learn through this orga- 
nization at forums like this and else- 
where, we will be i n  ii position to 
conic to grips with new coniniunica- 
t ions  technologies  and  t o  better 
u ntlcrst an d them . 

"New Fo i ind~ i t ions  l o r  Video  
Technology" - cxnctly what are we 

ch~ulgcS the very StrlIctLlrc. a s  well ;is 

d i s c 11 s s i ii g tic r e  ? LJ n de  rs t ;I n tl i n g 
something about these new tcchnolo- 
gics is key to understanding some- 
thing about what they ciiii and cannot 
s u p po rt . to ti ntlc rs t and i ng t he i-c a 1 m 
o l pos s i b i I i t i e s con t ;I i n etl by t tic 
envelope tlcscribecl i n  the teclinolo- 
gics involved. From there we can 
con st r 11 c t t t i  at hi gge r m o ti set 1-a p ant1 
cntch that bigger iiiousc. or a t  lenst 
know enough to avoid thc baited 
trap. 

Technology. i n  n iy  view, is iiii 

e n ii bl i ng i i iec 11 an i s ni . I t pro v i clcs a n  
ti ntlerl y ing i nfrxt  ruc t tire that perm i t s 
-- or more positively. encourages - 

incnt to the existing art. o r  proviclcs 
the basis I'or new art forms altogetli- 
cr. The structural changes new tcch- 
no1 og i es hri iig ii hour are often no t  
appreciated u n t i  1 t t i  ose t cc ti ii o I og i  e s 
arc well cstuhlished and we have ; i n  

opportunity to look back at what 
havoc  they have wrought .  A u t o -  
niohilcs, airplarics. movies, television 
and, most recently. computers. arc 
j u s t  ii few examples o l  technologies 
t hat have dram at i ciil I y changed o u r  
way of' Iii'c i n  this century. And 1 
would suggest that we arc o n l y  jus( 
beginning to see the t h i n  edge o f  the 
wedge o f  change that the wholesnle 

the devclopmcnt o r  sonic enh.1 ' nce- 

adoption of the digital antl cornputcr 
technologies we have been talking 
about will elfect. 

T h e  last  years  o f  this cen tury  
promise to he as  exciting as  the first. 
W e  as  ind iv idua l  menibers ant1 
SMP'I'E a s  ;I Society must embrace 
these new technologies and tech- 
niques  and ride the wave of' the  
I'uturc that awaits us. To do this we 
mLlst explore and come to appreciate 
w t i  ii t t 11 e 11 ii t1 c r l y i 11 g tech t i  o I og i e s 
arc. l h i s  conference is spccilicnlly 
about s o  in e o l the sc techno I og i e s 
and their recent progress. As such i t  
provides an importnnt forum lor ;I 

review antl exchange of ideas about 
w t i  at t h c se tech 11 o log i cs are, w h at 
they represent. where they are lead- 
ing, and how they will - to use ii 

popii lar ant1 very descriptive phrase 
- i-eengincer our very lives. 

"New Foundations" indeed - 
i m port an t nc w I O U  ndnt i on s o n  w h i c h 
t o  build new uncl improved iniaging 
structures ant1 new ways to meet the 
nccds and chullenges of our world. 

Stan wholehcartcdly joins with nic 
i i i  thanking all those involved i n  
hringing us this conference, and for 
the privilege of holding i t  i n  this 
wonderful city o T  Siin Francisco. 
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