
I Section Meetings 

From left, Tom Hindle, George McPherson, and Ray Baldock address the New York audi- 
ence in February. 

Chicago 
January 17,1995 
Sonle 30 peop le  c;lIIlc t o  the Hote l  
Ititercontinent~rl to listen t o  Jerry Lewis, 
Grass Viillcy Group. discuss why his com- 
pany chose the Indy platform by Silicon 
Graph ics .  Inc.. for t he i r  Sabre Edit  
Controller. Specifically, he explained that 
the old technology used in the Super-Edit 
series of controllers cottld 1 1 0  longer sup- 
port the fea tures  that customers were  
requesting. As a restilt. Gross V:illey began 
t o  dcvclop new proprietary harclwarc l o r  
their next-gcncration editing systcms. But 
by thc time tlic company began running its 
prototype. it  realized that companies such 

sary computer system and could deliver it 
more quickly and less expensively. The  
Sabre 4100 editing system utilizes LAN 
technology to cornmunicate 1n:ichine con- 
trol paraineters l‘roin the computer; it also 
iiscs the computer to provide a comprehcn- 
sivc gruphic;il user intcrfacc with live 
video. After the presentation. attenclees 
were treated to a denionstration of the 
S;rbre 4100 system. - Steve Robinson 
(Secretary/Treastirer). Serial Sccne 

;IS SGI had 21ltcady d e v c l ~ p e d  the Iieces- 

Chicago 
February 21,1995 
Randy Strong. Silicon Graphics, began the 
February meeting by giving ; in  overview 
of the SGI product line a s  wel l  as the 
growth of his company. He was lidlowed 
by colleague Gary Griffin, who explained 
SCil‘s Keystone Initiative. This project is 
an cl’fort by its inernbcrs to  standardize 
their applications with regard to improved 
i n t c ro  pera b i I i t  y ii rid f i  1 c i n te rc h an  g e  . 
Griffin dctniled such things a s  the way 
icons should look and respond. typing 
con veil t i on s, s e s ~  ion managcinc t i  t . soft- 
w ii re ins t;i I I a t  i o n . ;I I i cI how ( )  n- I i n c lie I p 

will comply with ;I sct 01’ coninion guide- 
l ines .  - Steve Robinson  ( S e c r e t a r y /  
‘I‘rcasurer), Serial Sccnc 

Napa Valley College 
February 21,1995 
About 30 people wcrc in  attentlance to lis- 
ten to  former s tuden t  J i m  liedovinri .  
Abckas, descrihc his ,job duties iis a techni- 
cal writer. lie illso clahoratcd on the basic 
skills that are necessary to he succcsslcrl i n  
getting a job and being productive i n  the 
technical l’ield. This was followed by ;I 
video presentation about his compnriy’s 
moin func t io t i s .  ~ ~ S h a n c  Ingwcrsen  
(President) 

New York 
February 6,1995 
About 95 inembers and guests attended the 
February meeting, held ;it Image Group 
1’0s t/l in age Group Studios. ‘lorn 1 I i ncl le. 
RTS; George Mcl’hcrson. Hcwlctt-Packard 
C‘o.; and Kay Baldock. Odetics, reviewed 

the architecture and applications 01’ hroad- 
cast video servers. Among the topics dis- 
cussed were the use of video servers a s  o n -  
air plnyb;rck. [or comnierci;il insertion, a s  
editing systenis, and for rendering anima- 
t ion .  In nddition, the all-disk video server 
was  compnrecl to the  hyhrid d i s k h p e  
video server i n  order to determine which 
solution is ;ippropriate for different appli- 
cations. - John Martin (Manager). MTI 

Philadelphia 
February 14,1995 
The site lor the Fehruxy meeting was NFL 
Films, MI. Laurel, N.J. About 3S members 
antl guests were treated to two presentn- 
tions. beginning with “Serial Testing in :I 
Serial Plant.” prcsentetl by Trevor Smith, 
Leitch, Inc. The tutorial reviewed various 
video l‘orniats antl t h e  proccsscs used to 
clevclop component digital nntl composite 
signnls uid then progressed to the pros and 
cons o f  por;illcl i i n c l  serial digitnl inter- 
f;iccs. ‘I’hc “cliff effect,” a fairly abrupt 
failure thnt can occur in scrinl digital trans- 
inission. was explained and demonstrated. 

S m i t h  was  fo l lowed  hy  Jukkn  
Ii:ini:ilaiiien, Matsushita Applied Research 
L;ibol-atory, Burlington. N.J., who gave ;in 
overview o l  his own coinpuny’s research 
activities well I S  those tinder dcvelop- 
iiic n t at Pa 11 a s  on i c A dv ariccd TV - V i dco 
Izaboratories. Inc. After the briefing, bus 
transportntion was provided to thc nearby 
Burlington facility. where Hamalainen ond 
other ineinbcrs 01’ the stal‘f explained and 
demonstrated rlevclopinent;il and product 
prototypes of various HDTV formats. The 
g 11 i ded to 11 r i nc 1 i t  dcd d e  in o n s t rations of  
motion-compensation algorithms for stan- 
dards conversions and interpolating miss- 
ing lields or I’ranies for interlaced aiid pro- 
gressive scanning s y s t e m .  - liaymond 
Hallows (Program C‘oordinntor). Film-to- 
Tape Truisl’ers 

Don Ver  Ploeg (L), Glenn Kennel (C) ,  and  John Cerquone at the January meeting in 
Rochester. 
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Rocky Mountain/Utah Group 
January 19,1995 
The first Utah SMPTE meeting was held at 
the studios of KSL-TV in Salt Lake City 
and hosted by Talmage Ball of Bonneville 
International and KSL. Thirty-four mem- 
bers and guests were in attendance to hear 
Mrs. Elma G. Farnsworth, widow of Philo 
T. Farnsworth and author of her late hus- 
band’s biography, Distant Vision. 

At the agc of 13, Philo Farnsworth con- 
ceived the basic principles that hc later 
developed into the first functional electron- 
ic television system. He produced the first 
electronic television picture o n  September 
7, 1927. He was granted over 120 patents 
on various items, including the image dis- 
sector tube and electronic scanning for 
cameras, television receive systems, saw- 
tooth scanning waveforms, synchroniza- 
tion systems, magnetic focusing, high-volt- 
agc generation from the horizontal scan- 
ning signal, and electron multipliers. 

Mrs. Farnsworth lived and worked at her 
hushand’s side as a lab assistant, helping 
him keep his journals and drawing many 
diagrams from his sketches. She was pre- 
sent that night in 1927 when electronic 
television was first demonstrated, and was 
the inventor’s closest aide and confidante 
throughout his career. 

Mrs. Farnsworth brought an image dis- 
sector tube, a small receiver CRT tube, and 
her husband’s Emrny Award for display at 
the meeting. She talked about their begin- 
nings in television, some of the problems 
of raising money to do the research and 
development, and the problems of finding 
and developing technology, such as the 
special techniques needed to construct the 
image dissector tubes. It was interesting 
when she mentioned some problems for 
them that still exist today, such as long 
working hours with limited development 
budgcts, short development schedules, and 
sudden changes i n  priorities. There was 

Douglas Nishimura (R) makes a Point to Tom Hope (L) and Rollie Zavada at Rochester’s 
February meeting. 

Rochester 
January 10,1995 
The January meeting was held at the 
Roc h cs t e r  E t i  g i n cc  ri n g S oc i c t y ’ s 
Conference Center; 21 people were i n  
attendance. The first two of the three guest 
speakers prescnted thc papers they had 
originally given at the 136th SMPTE 
Technical Conferencc and World Medix 
Expo last October i n  I,os Angcles. I n  
“Eastman KcyKode Numbers and Transfer 
Verification Film,” Don Ver Ploeg, coil- 
sultant, rcviewed a new test film from 
Kodak which helps calibrate automated 
film edgcprint reading equipment used i n  
post-production of f i lm and tclevision pro- 
grams. He was followed by Glenn Kennel, 
Eastman Kodak, who in his paper, “Digital 
Film Workstations and Evolution in thc 
Video Compositing Suitc,” described a 
vision of the future of film and television 
p o s 1 - product i on bas c d 1) n p r oj e c tc d 
advances in digital image technology and 
experience gained from Kodak’s digital 
intermediate film post-production products 
and ser  v i cc  s . J oh n Cerq u o tie, S o  t i  y 
Business and Professional Products, ended 
the presentation with a description ol’ 
Sony’s new digital camcorder technology, 
digital Rctacam; a demonstration video 
showcased several of the production fca- 
tures of the new camcorder. - Walter C. 
Snyder 11 (Secretary/Treasurer). Eastman 
Kodak Co. 

Rochester 
February 7,1995 
Twcnty-three people attended thc February 
meeting, held at the Image Permanence 
Institute ( P I ) .  The IPI, a n  independcnt 
research firm located i n  the Rochester 
Institute of Technology and funded signil?- 
cantly by the National Endowment lor thc 
Humanities and through contracts for test- 
ing services, is one of the world’s lending 
institutions for research i n  long-term stor- 
age techniques for photograph materials. 

Meeting attendccs listcned to four of the 
Institute’s stall’ - J i m  Reilly, Peter 
Atlelstein. Douglas Nishirnura. and Jean- 
Louis Bigourdnn - as they gave a short 
presentation on their respective areas of 
rcscarch, which included a review of 
archival strategies, standards, and storage 
tcchniqucs. - Walter C. Snyder 11 
(Sccretnry/Treasurcr), Eastman Kodak Co. 

Rocky Mountain 
January 19,1995 
The January meeting, held .jointly with the 
Society of Broadcast Engineers (SBE) and 
thc Society of Cable and Telcvision 
Enginccrs (SCTE), was a day-long serics 
of presentations on signal tcsting and mea- 
xurcments. Some 40 members and gucsts 
f r o n i  the three groups attended. Mark 
Kloverstom, Hewlctt-Packard, prescnted 
an ovcrview of his company’s offerings. 
Mike Ems, also from Hcwlett-Packard, 
discussed the HI’XSY IC spectrum analyzer 
for CATV and thc integration of CALan 
products into the HP line. Their colleague 
Maryam Aghainirzadeh, spoke about thc 
rcniole tcsting of fiber-optic networks, 
covering the savings in time that can be 
realized by use of remote tcsting capabili- 
ties during splicing and installation procc- 
dures and in quickly locating cut lines. 

John Kelly, Tcktronix, gave several pre- 
scntations during the course of the day. In 
one hc discusscd the features of his compa- 
ny’s portable 27 IS CATV spectrum ana- 
lyzer. and the RFM l SO SignalScotit hat- 
tcry-operated portable unit for field use. 
Latcr i n  the day, Kelly returned with a 
videotapc presentation covering signal 
measurements of differential phase and 
gain and nieasurcments for serial and par- 
nllcl digital signals. Fran Pacz, Tektronix, 
discussed the synchronous optical network 
(SONET) monitoring. The day concluded 
with a group discussion on the JPEG and 
MPEG compression schemes. - Kent 
Grattcau (Manager), KWGN-TV 

From left, Talmage Ball, Marc Walker, 
Elma Farnsworth, and Leon Stanger at the 
Utah meeting in February. 

302 SMPTE Journal, May 1995 



Thirty-four people attended the first meeting of the Utah Group of the Rocky Mountain 
Section last January. 

also the problem of filling I 0  t o  I2-hour 
schedules of' prugraiiiniiiig on their expcri- 
incntal television station. These probleriis 
scciiied rcmarkiibly fumiliar to many pco- 
plc ;it the meeting. - Marc S .  Walker 
(CItah lieprcscntative), BTS 

Sacramento 
January 25,1995 
About 3.5 niemhcrs and gucsts c m i e  t o  ihc 
American Multi tncdia Group,  Auburn. 
C'alif.. to hear  Danie l  Mic.;s;iu. C K S  
Interactive. discuss the cornpoitent of. niul- 
timcdia. production techniques. and distri- 
bution mctliods. A variety 01' interactive 
multitiiedin products that CKS Interactive 
has producecl for  its iiiiprcs.iivc list 01.  
c l i en t s  w a s  s h o w n  to the attendcch.  
Graphics ~uid Quicktime tiiovics were crc- 
ntivcly combined i n  several ol' the ex;iiii- 
plcs, cund the interactive capabilities wcrc 
nlso dcmonstratcd. - Keith 1'. Reynolds 
(Secretnry/Trcnsttrer) Grass  V;illey Group 

Sacramento 
February 22,1995 
Craig C'lntor. Pacil'ic Satellite Conncctioii 
(PAC'SAT). hosicd ii tour 01' his conipuiy's 

facilities locatcd across the strcct from the 
C:ilili)rnia Capitol. PACSAT is ;I location 
fccd service conip;iny that operates fivc 
mobilc KLI uplink trucks i n  the western 
U.S.  atid has recently cntcrcd the video 
post-I~roJuctioii business with their all -  
coiiiponent digital suite. Clator discusscd 
the utilization o f  ;II I-digital post-production 
and applicatioiis i n  distribution via s;itellite 
to the 12 SMPTE tiirmbcrs who were i n  
attendance.  -~ Kei th  Y .  Reyno lds  
(Sccretury/Trc;rsurcr) Grass Valley Group 

Washington, D.C. 
January 21,1995 
The Januiiry meeting W;IS held at the Bell 
Atlantic Video Scrviccs (BVS) hcatlquar- 

were Bell At1;intic einployccs iincl vendor 
representatives. The guest speakers for the 
evening  were Bell's A. Cody Claxton ,  
Larry Plum, liich Schmeltz. Mike Lasky, 
Stan Botts, and Diane Roggow. After ;I 
brief description of  the structure atid mis- 
sion o f  BVS. they prescntetl "Stargazer. 
Video Dial l'one," which descrihctl inter- 
active video-on-tlcmand. The dernonstr+ 
t i o n  includecl dialing into the delivery sys- 

tcrs, Keston. v a , :  among the I so nttcndccs 

icni with :I coiiinion telephone and rcquest- 
ing a movie via the kcypad from a video 
sc reen  f u l l  of i cons .  T h e  speake r s  
explained that MPEG-I and MPEG-2 at 
1 .S Mbits ;ire the compression schcmes 
used  for t he i r  Asyni tne t r ica l  Dig i ta l  
Subscriber Line (ADSL) delivcry system. 
A tour 01' the facilities concluded the mcct- 
ing. - Frank Rrewury (Manager), broad- 
cust consultant 

Washington, D.C. 
February 9,1995 
The February meeting. held at the National 
Security Agency, began with a tour of the 
Nat i onii I Crypt o I og i c ;I I M LI scu m , w he re 
attendees were able to view an amazing 
array o f  tradccraft from Civil War Coding 
t o  Enigma tri:ichincs. This was li)llowed by 
"H ig ti- Dcfi 11 it  ion Pic tit re A rial y si s and 
Oat a A rc ti i v i ti g ." p re  se ti t ed by Ad ;I m 
Schadlc and Blake I lonian, Viewgraphics, 
Inc. 

Methodologies for HDTV picture analy- 
sis were cxplirined and illustrated via the 
V i c w g rii p h i c s V i c w s t ore 6000 I ~riage 
Media Manager  i n  combination with 21 

Dataview Serial Digital Adapter (SDA)  
and D- I VTK. I n  el't'orts to optimize imag- 
ing research. the Viewstorc 6000 is prcpro- 
gramtncd in every video format necessary 
from NTSC and PAL to the newest Grand 
Alliance resolution scheme. The Datuview 
SDA. acting iis both a high-speed data and 
video storagc/rctrieval interface, enables 
high throughput speed and capacity t o  
ach ieve  and  ;iccess compute r  da ta  bit 
streams stored on 4:2:2 digital videotnpc. 
Power fu  I i 111 aging s y s t e in plat f o r  ni s are 
being utilixcd to visualize and compare, 
pixel by pixel. moving picture schemcs 
with various methods of applied conipres- 
sion a lgor i thms and bit rate variablcs.  
linage data passcs through these systems, 
inputting to high-capacity DRAM iiienio- 
ry. scalnble from 12X Mbytcs to 6 Cibytcs, 
storing tip to ii I'LIII minute ol' high-defini- 
tion video, which is then matched with the 
u l t ra  h igh-speed  retrieval process. - 
('arole Ann Chaiiibers (Prograni Chair). 
Advanced Television Test ('enter 

Mike Lasky addresses the Washington audience in January. 
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