
Section Meetings 
Chicago 
March 28,1995 
T h e  March  mce t ing  was  hc ld  at t he  
Museum of Broadcast Corntnunicatioiis 
and was  a t tended  by 2 0  members  and 
guests. Dino Virelln, Encrges, discussed 
and  dcmonst ra tcd  Emotion’s Crea t ivc  
Partner, an application that allows niulti- 
ple sitcs to  collaborate ovcr networks by 
us ing  M P E C  a n d  JPEG compress ion  
schemes to cfficiently transler large media 
content files. The  software incorporates 
annotation tools that cflectivcly creiitc a 
virtual s tud io  envi ronment .  Thc  target 
markets for this product include ndvertis- 
ing agencies, post-production facilities. 
a n d  ni u It i nied i ii a tit h o r s w h o  rc q u i r e  
remote sitc collaboration. Aftcr the pre- 
sentation, ;I lively conversation betwcen 
Virclla and the audience explored the spe- 
cilic ways current users arc utilizing the 
softwnre. Attendees wcre then treated to a 
tour of the muscum. - Steve Robinson 
( SecretaryRreasurcr), Serial Scene 

Detroit 
February 14,1995 
T h e  Februa ry  mee t ing ,  hc ld  at the 
T e c h  ii i c o I o r V id e o f ac  i 1 i t  y , I ,  i v o ii i a. 
Mich., was preccdcd by a Dutch treat din- 
ner at the Macaroni Restaurant i n  Livonia. 
Paul Scott, Bucna Vista Opcrations, then 
addressed the audience of 2Y with “Real 
T i m e  i n  C a s s e t t e  a n d  H i g h - s p e e d  
Duplication.” He discussed the cvolution 
of the professional duplicator to  its current 
record-only format  and the cffect  that 
Au to loade r s  had  o n  s p e e d i n g  u p  
changeovers during cassettc duplication. 
Although both types of duplication (mag- 
netic and therinal) were mcntioned, Scott 
concen t r a t ed  most ly  o n  the  magne t i c  
process. Also explored wcre the iniprove- 
ments that have occurred in the processes. 

An eq u i pine n t d i s p I a y i I I us t ra t ed t he 
evolution of vidco duplication equipment 
from the Sony 3/4-in. SLS200 VCK and 
the Panasonic NV8200 to the NV68OO arid 
6840 wi th  au tochange r s .  H igh- speed  
cquipnicnt from the early Panasonic in 
cassctte magnetic field duplicator and thc 
Sony Sprinter werc also shown. The meet- 
ing coricludcd with a tour of the lx i l i ty .  
- Harold Millcr (Secrctary/Trcasurer). 
Harold Millcr Associates 

Detroit 
March 14,1995 
Twenty-two pcople wcre on hand for the 
March meeting, hcld at the Sandy Corp.. 
Troy ,  Mich .  Detroit  Scc t ion  Manager  
Mark Anzicck, ZenTcch Designs, prcscrit- 
cd “A New Technologics Overview: Arc 

Members of the Houston Section visit the newly remodeled KHOU-TV building at the March 
meeting. 

We Facing Magnetic Video’s I ~ s t  Stand?” 
Aftcr giving a brief outline o f  each o f  the 
current disc li)rmats, including the optical 
d i sc .  C D - K O M ,  rniriidisc. MPECi- I .  
MPEC-2, CDI. and DVD. he discussed the 
c o m  p rc ss i o ii a I go r i t h m s ti sed  ;i t i  d the  
apparent limitations antl lack of compati- 
bility that currently exist i n  these forriiats. 
Arizicck went on t o  suggest that the special 
processes have not becn used to any degree 
with tape; with even  small  ;iiiiounts o f  
compression. tape could be very conipeti- 
tive. A question antl iinswcr period fol- 
lowctl  the  mce t ing .  - Haro ld  Mi l l e r  
( S ec re  t a r y /Trca s 11 re r ) . t 1 ii ro  I d M i I I e r 
Associates 

Hollywood 
March 8,1995 
This meeting was held at the Gene Autry 
Western Heritagc Muscuin i n  Los Angeles. 
with sonic 75 incmhers and guests prcscnt. 
Thc speakers. John Hnrdiri. Pacific Bell, 
and J o h n  Peoples, Vyvx. reviewed the 
t’i hc r-op t i c connect i o ii be t w c c  ii t’ac i fi c 
Telephone and Vyvx. Thc two companies 
provided ;I microwave link lrom the mcct- 
ing location t o  thc Pacific Tclephonc hub, 
a I I o w i ng t hc in ee t i ng to be trans ni i t  t cd  
from an audience camera through long dis- 
tance loops to Tulsa. Menibcrs of thc ;iudi- 
eiicc participated i n  the convcrs;itioii by 
using the switching centcr to activate the 
fccds. Discussions were held concerning 
the cotnpntibility of the current cquipment 
antl the direction cquipmcnt may take in 
the future. Thc speiikcrs providcd ;I glos- 
sary of tcrnis as  well ;IS an interconnect 
phone hook for all mcmbers of the audi- 
cticc. Alter the meeting ad,iourned. ninny 
tnembcrs of the ;itdietice gathered with the 

speakers t o  discuss I’ibcr connections. - 
Alan A. Hart (Manager), Modern Vidco- 
fi I111 

Houston 
March 15,1995 
David Carr. KHOU-TV. wclconied ovcr 
55 metiibcrs atid guests to the first fully 
iligi tal television s ta t i o n  i ii Houston. I t i  
dcsc r i b i t i  g t h c c o  ni p o  t i  c t i  t se r i a I digital 
plant, Carr stated that five project goiils 
guided the design of the new lacility: ( I  ) to  
create a technically advanccd environment 
thi i t  could pave thc way to high-definition 
telcvision. ( 7 )  to provide automation and 
signal routing capahle of supporting a mul- 
tichannel output cap;ibility. ( 3 )  to provide 
dual studios and production control rooms 
that could support siniultancous news and 
protluction cvents, (4) to provide opera- 
t i  o n ;i I re I i ;i h i I i t  y with u n i n  te rru p t a b I e 
power and redundant air conditioning. and 
( 5 )  t o  provide adequate spacc for future 
expansion. 

As they walked through the facility, attcn- 
dees wcrc able to see the practical iiiiple- 
nictitation of these concepts.  Digitized 
audio from :I Stiider workstation is com- 
bined with cotiiponcnt digital video from a 
Vuantcl workstation anti routed to a digital 
videocassette recorders residing in a Sony 
I i bra ry nin ii age iiic t i  t sy s te in. Automat ion 
controls dl air presentation evctits as well 
as network recordings; presentation niatcrial 
remains in the digital doninin until it enters 
the studio trans ni i t  ter in icrow avc  i t i  pu I .  
Total studio timing is monitored and adjust- 
ed from a central Ixitch panel in the tcchni- 
cal opx i t ions  center. - Andy Anderson 
( Secre tary/Treasurer ), KUH1’-TV Un iver- 
sity o f  Houston 
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Pasadena City College 
February 28,1995 
Leotis Haynes, NBC-TV, a guest speaker 
familiar to Pasadena City College meet- 
ings, addressed the 43-mcmber audience 
about a day in the shoot of the ABC-TV 
morning show “Mike & Maty.” His expla- 
nation included the roles and responsibili- 
tics o f  various positions, the evolution of 
network productions from the first use of 
in-house crews to the current practice of 
daily hires, and union involvement. - 
Gerald Finn (Faculty Advisor), Pasadena 
City College 

Napa Valley College students assisted in the recording of the all-day seminar at the 
Television Conference in San Francisco last February. 

Napa Valley College 
February 9,1995 
Thirteen students participating in the 
Telecommunications Technology Program 
at Napa Valley College eagerly received 
hands-on training at the 1995 SMPTE 
Advanced Television and Electronic 
Imaging Conference, taking their places 
behind cameras and video recorders for the 
all-day seminar held at the Westin St. 
Francis Hotel. Arriving at the hotel at 8 
a.m., the students were directed to  the ball- 
room, where they prepared information 
binders for the guests. Once the seminar 
began, they were able to use their frame 
and focus techniques to record the guest 
speakers while they discussed technologi- 
cal views and directions for advanced tele- 
vision. - Dave Parker (Secretary/ 
Treasurer) 

Napa Valley College 
March 24,1995 
Fifteen students from Napa Valley College 
were treated to a tour of KPlX Channel 5, 
San Francisco, by that station’s Steven 
Garavanta. The tour included both radio 
and television facilities; among the high- 
lights were the main television studio, thc 
post-production suite, and the tapc room. 
Other pieces of the television puzzle that 
the students were able to get a glimpse of 
were the teleprompters, robotic cameras, 
and D-3 machines. - Shane lngwersen 
(President) 

New England 
February 23,1995 
The February meeting, attended by over 50 
members, was divided into two parts. The 
first was a tutorial entitled “Serial Digital 
Television Systems,” given by Leitch, Inc. 
The speaker was that company’s Michel 
Proulx, who educated the attendees in all 
aspects of digital video. He began with the 
most basic concepts and then extended his 
presentation into more complex areas of 
transmission, monitoring, routing, and for- 
mat conversion issues. 

The second half of the meeting was an 
open house at Pisces Productions, hosted 
by Section Manager Robert Peirce and his 
associate, Mark Fish. Multiple guided 
tours were conducted through this new all- 
digital post-production facility located in 
downtown Boston. Staff members werc 
available to answer questions for the mcm- 
hers and gucsts as they examined the many 
digital workstations, the digital video 
recorder room, the digital audio suites, and 
the all-digital graphics and paint worksta- 
tions; all of these are connected via a cus- 
tom ethernct. - Paul Beck, (Secretary/ 
Treasurer), Emerson College; Robert 
Peirce (Manager), Pisces Productions 

Pasadena City College 
February 14,1995 
Forty-two were in attendancc when Ber1.i 
Sinskul, Encore Video, gave a detailed 
description of  his company’s facilities, 
which currently has 40 Avid systems for 
nonlinear editing. He stressed the impor- 
tance of computer literacy as he explaincd 
how the nonlinear editing process differed 
from previous methods. He also urged his 
audience to be true to their principles by 
saying, “If you’re not happy or proud of 
what y o u  are doing ... don’t d o  it!” - 
Gerald Finn (Faculty Adviser), Pasadena 
City College 

Rochester 
March 14,1995 
The March meeting, held at WROC-TV, 
featurcd a description of an application of 
digital computer technology for storing, 
organizing, and replaying real-time televi- 
sion segments. Richard Hajdu. Dynatech 
Video Group, gave a presentation entitled 
“Digistore: The PC-Based Multichannel 
Tapeless Commercial Insertion Device,” 
which included an overview of the device’s 
technology and a hands-on demonstration. 
Compared to other technologies, digital 
computer disk drive storage of video can 
improve efficiency and reduce capitaliza- 
tion costs i n  some applications requiring 
shot playback. - Walter C. Snyder I1 
(SecretaryRreasurer), Eastman Kodak Co. 

Rocky Mountain 
February 16,1995 
Mark Ostlund, BTS, provided for the 32 
attendees an informative presentation cover- 
ing issues related to bandwidth, equipment 
configuration, and scalability. Scalability is 
a key issue among chapter members 
because applications ranging from program- 
ming distribution to short form editing 
demand varying amounts of storage and 
access to material. A key element in post- 
production is the ability to edit both audio 
and video material. Ostlund described how 
material is handled independently to pro- 
vide implementation similar to editing 
videotape. In addition, the RAID design 

Michel Proulx presented a half-day seminar tutorial on digital video basics at New England‘s 
February meeting. 
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port. Wi\well concluded with ;I brief iritro- 
duction to the 6mni digital format. - 
Charles  Hint1 (SccretarylTreasurcr) .  
KTVU-FOX 

Richard Hajdu, at the controls, describes the operation of the Digistore to Rochester mem- 
bers at the March meeting. 

Toronto's March seminars received a great deal of positive feedback. 

permits such applications ;IS VTR ciiiiilo- 
tioii t o  cart muchinc operat ions to he 
achieved. - Rome Chelsi (Manager). con- 
s ti ltan t 

Russia 
February 22,1995 
Mikhail Ci.  Gordon addressed the 53 nicni- 
hers and guests who attendcti the Pehruury 
meeting. held at NIKFI. Gordon explained 
that. i n  the digital photographic process. the 
nuiiiber 01' clcmcnts is limited hy geometric 
sikes of  the fil i i i  uscd for recording. The 
analytic model of a photogrophic audio 
recording channel was constructed using 
sequential Gauss npproxitnations. - N. V. 
Alcksccva (Secrctnry/I'rcasiircr). NI KFI 

Sacramento 
March 20,1995 
Twenty-five iiietiihcrs atid gucsts were prc- 
sent :it the McGeorge School o f  Law ;iudi- 
torium t o  listen to a presentation by Stcvc 
O r l a n d .  Cast le  Rock Operations a t  
LIirecTV. He explainctl that prograiiiming 
is delivered t o  the Broadcast Center frotii 
domestic satellites. fiber-optic I;rnd lines. 
antl videotape. Most satellite-received pro- 
gram in i ii g i s i ti1 iii ed i at c I y d ig  i t i zc d .  

ciicrypted. and rctransmittcd by two high- 
power satellites. Currently MPEG-I+++ is 
used f o r  compression. hut DirecTV will 
begin using MI'EG-2 later this summer. 
Pay-per-view movies are avail;ible on the 
system antl c;in he vicwcd nt dil'fcrcnt start 
tinies ;ipproxim;itcly one-half hour apart on 
dil'fcrcnt channels. 16 x 9 television will he 
nvnilnble to DirecTV custotiiers when I h x 
9 receivers are tiiore rexlily av;iilable iuid 
when nn  11DTV standiiril is fiiinliz~ctl. 
Orland concluded with ;I 10-min viJeot;ipe 
tour of the C;istlc I<ock lacility. ~ Keith 
Y. Rcyiiolds (Secretory/ Trc;isurcr), (irnss 
Valley Group 

San Francisco 
March 23,1995 
The March meeting took place i n  the hoard 
room at KQED-TV. San Francisco's PBS 
station. After ;I brief display of coinpression 
artifacts. David Wiswell. Panasonic. pre- 
sen t ed " N o  Co ti1 pro  111 i se Co m pone t i t  ," 
nddrcssing the C'CIR-601 coniponcnt digital 
video standard , X- hi t quan t i zi ng a ti1 big u i - 
ties. and the IS-MHz processing within the 
D-S VTR. While ;I 60-tlB SNK can be 
maintaiiicd i n  the 4 x 3 aspect ratio of cur- 
rent NTSC. an X-bit 16 x 9 ATV st;indard is 
also i n  linal tlcvclopment for the 1)-S trans- 

Toronto 
March 10-1 1,1995 
Two successful two-day tcchnical seminars 
were held for the Toronto area production 
coiiiinunity: o w  was locnted at the CBC's 
(hintlian Broadcasting Centre, the other at 
t he (TS N ) 
R roadcnst Ccn t re. 'The c urricul u ti1 wiis 
designed to erihnnce the technical skills ;tnd 
understunding required f o r  the system 
design. use, and repirir of technical produc- 
tion equipment. The ohjcctive o f  the first 
sciiiiniir. entitled "Digital Principles." was 
fo r  ;ill to gain ;I basic uiiderstunding and 
familinrity with digital television technolo- ' 

gy. The second seminar.  "Equipincnt 
Ev;iliiation and Aligtiiiient." continued this 
thciiic by dealing with practical technical 
issues. Presenters at the two seminars were 
all experienced advisors in their respective 
licltls froiii Canada and the U.S. 

In  order to tiiaintain a c;isual and positive 
ctivirontneiit. registration l o r  the seminars 
was limited to about 40. with preference 
given to SMPTE tiieiiibers. The strong sup- 
port of these events h a s  led t o  the forinntion 
of an cducationnl committcc, charged with 
organiking future seiiiiniirs on a biiinnual 
b :. ;ISS. This conitnittee is hc;tded by SMPTE 
Educ;rtional Director and (.'anadian Region 
Governor Fuiig Fiii I .ani. Sony 01' Canada. 
a n d  Toronto Section Man;iger Fred 
Hencdikt. CBC Toronto. - Fung Fai Lam 
(Governor), Sony of Canada 

Lab hat C om m u n i cii t i on 

Washington, D.C. 
March 23,1995 
PBS hc;idqtt;irters i i i  Alexundria. Va.. was 
the site of the March mcctinp: XS niemhcrs 
and gucsts ottendcd. The evening began with 
"PBS Digital Plant Design," presented by 
D;iv i d H o r o  w i t z. Horo w i t z 're I e v i s i on 
'lechnology. PBS is i n  the linol stages of ;I 
project converting t o  ; I I ~  nll-digital origination 
fiicility. and Horowitz explained the many 
challenges that existed and how they were 
resolved. The GI DigiCipher satellite com- 
pression systciii was adopted so that sigiiiils 
cou It1 he tlc I i vcred to iiic iii her stations. 
Horowitz was li)llowcil by David Burroughs. 
PBS National Broadcast Datucnst. who 
spoke on the new poiiit-to-multipoirit data 
broadcasting services offered by PBS to 
coniti1crci;iI clients. Using the vertical hlank- 
ing intcrv;il together with the implcriiciitation 
of MPE(i-complimt DigiCipher I I .  data 
delivciy c;in k conducted from the network 
origination point to all 2h0 I'BS stations 
n~itioiiwiilc. The meeting conclutletl with 
Rnice Miller, PBS. und his stirff conducting 
Lours of the facility. - Carole Ann 
Ch:inihcrs (I'rogram Coordinator). Atlvmced 
Television Test Center 
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