
Books, Booklets, Brochures 
Special Effects in Television, 3rd. ed., is 
written for anyone involvcd in the world 
o f  special effects. from the effects assis- 
tant about to launch a career t o  the cxperi- 
enced director and production staff who 
wish to familiarizc themsclves with the 
latest  t cchn iques .  Formerly T k c  
Tl,chriiqur o,f‘ Spcciul Ej jkc ls  i n  
Tc~lcv is ion.  the third edit ion has been 
revised t o  include new sections on com- 
putcr-assisted dcsign. spcciul effccts i n  
commercials, creating dirt and decay in 
thc studio, use of paint. and the latcst arti- 
ficial snow techniques. Each technique is 
fully described, giving details of cyuip- 
nicnt used. working principles, and the 
type of effect  obtained. ‘There is also 
guidance on conduct and correct proce- 
du re  for those cngngcd in dangerous 
sequences. Edited by freelance consul- 
tant. director, and writer Bernard Wilkic. 
the 282-pagc. illustrated paperback is 
$47.95 and is published by Focal Press. 
313 Washington St., Newton. MA 0215X- 
1626. 
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The Basics of Video Production by Des 
Lyver and Graham Swainson is aimed at 
anyone wishing to lcarn about video pro- 
duction. It is equipment nonspecific. nierc- 
ly dealing with the principles and proccss- 
es involved in obtaining professional 
results i n  educational and training environ- 
ments. The 128-page papcrback explains 
in simple language who works where and 
what each nicmber of the team is responsi- 
ble for, There arc brief but coiiiprehensive 
details of the types of equipment used i n  
each area. :IS wcll a s  hints and tips to help 
choosc equipment to fulfill ;I particular 
need. The render will learn the production 
process fro 111 con c c p t ti ;i I i z a t i o t i ,  rig h t 
through to the final screening. Thc book. 
which is illustrated, is $14.95 and pub- 
lished by Focal Press, 3 13 Washington St.. 
Newton. MA 02 I SX- 1626. 

Basics of Video Sound by Des 1,yver is 
aiiiiecl a t  anyone wishing to learn about 
rec ord i ng sound for v i dco prod 11 c t i o ii s . 
The book starts HI the beginning with the 
make-up  o f  thc  sound teiitii and the 
;icoustic problems they hnve t o  face in dif- 
fercnt environments. I t  is equipment iion- 
spccific and refcrences t o  technical niat- 
ters arc included only where necessary to 
understanding. Brief but comprehensive 
details of the types of cquipincnt likely to 
he cncountcrcd arc included. The 128- 
page papcrback includes studio nntl 011- 

locution recording, practical examples for 
common productions, hints and tips for 
choosing equipment. as well as a conipre- 
hensive glossary. Basics of’ Video Sound is 
$14.95 and available f r o m  Focal l’tcss, 
3 I 3  Washington St., Newton. MA 02 15% 
1626. 

Principles of Digital Audio, 3rd ed., pro- 
vides an introduction to  digital audio. anti 
has been updated to include ncw technolo- 
gies to both audio and computer uscrs, a s  
well as engineering students. Advaiiccs in 
optical disc recording, interfacing and net- 
working, perceptual coding theory and 
applications, and digital audio broadcast- 
ing arc all discussed in the 622-pagc papcr- 
back, availiible from McGraw-Hill, I22 I 
Ave. of  the Americas. New York. NY 
10020. 

The Coniplcte Handbook of Magnetic 
Recording, 4th ed., has been published by 
Danvik, Box 30791. Santn Bnrbnra. CA 
93 130. This handbook. reconiiiicndetl for 
technicians and engineers working i n  the 
magnetic recording industry, contains 776 
illustrations and each chapter has extensive 
bibliographies, f o r  ;I total of I .725 refer- 
ences. The 807-page book is $65.00. 

The 1996 EEM/Electronic Engineers 
Master printed catalog, a s  well a s  thc 
1996 EEM CD-ROM for Windows, are 
a v a i l a b l c  f rom Hears t  B u s i n e s s  
Publishing/UTP Division, 645 Stewart  
Ave . ,  G a r d e n  C i t y ,  N Y  11530.  The 
updatcd and expanded catalog includes 
over 4,400 new and updated product cat- 
alog data pagcs from niore than 1,000 
iiianufx!turcrs; more than 4.100 diffcrcnt 
product listings with hundreds o f  new 
products: 5,300 manufacturer l ist ings,  
including 300 new listings; 63 product 
sections. including new sections on LAN 
products, terminal blocks. and test acces- 
so r i e s :  39 p roduc t  s e l ec t ion  g u i d e s ,  
updated with the latest product selection 
pa rani c tcrs ; a 11 d 2 0 111 in i g I os s ar ie s a 11 d 
cha r t s .  cxpi inded with the l a t e s t  
h iird - t o- fi nd t cc h n i c;i I de ta  i I s . The C D - 
ROM provides fast and efficient elcctron- 
ic access t o  all the product information i n  
the catalog: i t  also includes the complete 
EEM Manufacturers  &I Sales Off i ccs  
Directory. 

The 1996 Measurement Products 
Catalog is now available Croiii Tektronix. 
Inc. .  Tektronix Mcastiretncnt Business 
D i v i si on. Li tern t u re D i s t ri b u t i on Cent c r. 
P.O. Box 1520. Pittsfield, MA 01202. 
The 000- pa g c soft c o v e r book fc a t ti re s 
dctoiled descriptions of  900 products,  
with the almost 100 new products high- 
l ighted i n  t he i r  o w n  sec t ion .  C o m p -  
rehensive indexes list products both by 
name and by function. 

1 Obituaries 1 
Eric S. Parsons passed away on August 
IS. 1995. at the age o f  67. A retiree o f  
Bel l  Canada.  Parsons a lso  workcd at  
Cinctone newsreels for three years ( 194X- 
1951). where  he workcd  on  special  
effects. Parsons had been ;I nicmber of the 
Society sincc 1992. 

Frank I’ivalo died on November 15. 
1995. He W;IS 7 3  years old.  When he 
joined the SMPI’E i n  1977. Pivalo was 
employed  at  W C B S - T V ,  N e w  Y o r k ,  
where  he was  r e spons ib l e  for sound  
rccorcling for news and docunientarics. 
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