
Section eetings
Atlanta
March 11, 1996
The Panasonic warehouse was the site of
the March meeting, held jointly with the
SBE. Some 62 attendees observed the
assembly location for the International
Broadcast Center for the 1996 Summer
Olympic Games. The center's engineering
manager, Dennis Brown, gave astounding
statis tics regarding the number of people.
as well as the time, space, and resources
that are involved in producing and bro ad­
casting an event like the Olympics. The
facility, which will be entirely composite
analog, will be responsible for supplying
good-quality pictures and sound from
every camera at every venue to every
world bro adcaster. When the Olympics are
over, chainsaws and front -loaders will dis­
mantle and remove the ent ire facility from
the World Congress Center in four days in
order to make room for another event.
Que stions from the attendees ranged from
cable speci fications to contingencies for
fire e me rge nc ies . - Kathleen Wood

(Secretary/Treasurer) . Grass Valley/
Tektronix

Detroit
February 13, 1996
Twenty-four members and guests were on
hand for the February meeting, held in
Studio One of WDIV-TV . Mike Waidson,
Snell & Wilcox, discussed standards con­
version, focusing on the interface between
proliferating formats. He talked about the
problems involved as the standards indus­
try expands worldwide and the need for
international program interchange grows.
With this growth comes the need to con­
vert material among all the world's broad­
cast standards, whether conventional,
widescreen, or high-definition. Waidson
also discussed the need for a transparent
s ig na l path between these otherwise
incompatib le formats and expla ined the
decoding and encoding involved. He gave
the attendees some insight into the digital
and analog component interfacing and the
analog component tolerances. Us ing an

overhead projector, he showed diagrams of
one possible orderly arrangement of televi­
sion studio equipment utilizing different
standards and connected in such a way that
signals would not recross boundaries par­
ticularly between composite and compo­
nent areas , more often than necessary.
After a question-and-answer period,
Waidson showed samples of conversion
equipment. Harold L. Miller
(Secretary/Treasurer), Harold Miller
Associates

Detroit
April 9, 1996
"Update on HDTV Broadcasting," present­
ed by John F . X. Browne, John F. X.
Browne & Associates, was the subject of
the April meet ing . Browne has been
involved in committee work on HDTV for
sev era l years and is currently serving as
chair of the AFCCE Committee on
Ad vanced Television Systems (ATV/
HDTV). While the final committee report
has still not been published, the Grand

Toronto Presents "The ovie Experience"

From left to right, Tony 01 Cicco, Harvey Rogers. and Diane Cappel/etto 8/ "The Movie
Experience."

vi wer. as he had for the prcviou .
"I~. pericnces.' lit: was very u c slul in
gelling the peak rs to ha • their insight
into the busines , as \\ '\I as 10 pill' with 11

few good tidbit of c rlcbrity trivia.
mong the guest sp 'akers were a

screen writer, an e. ccurive producer, a
produc .r, talent agents. a dir cior. a
director of photography. a post-produ ­
tion supcrvis or. a sound mi cr. a pro­
cc sing lab representative. a distributor.
an e . hibitor, II pay and pay-per-vi w
pro 'ram mana 'cr. a vidcoca cit pro­
gram supplier. and a pe ialt hann -I
programmer.

. ome 105 rcgivtrant cam to Delu e
Toronto Mi in' tudios to participate in
"The Movie E peri nee." present d by
the Toronto c tion on larch S and 9.
1996. This is the third "e .pcricnce" pre­

mtcd in ' l oronto: it \ as preceded hy
'T he Post Experience" and "The T
E pericnce.'

Participants, who came from the .S.
and throughout Ontario, \II r guided
through the different phases and roles
I ioplc play in making II ~ aturc film that
is ccn theurrically. then on p'IY T or
videocas uc, and finall on a national

illll} . channel.
llianc ommunicationv supplied

the 5mm screening print of )0111111\'

[nemonir, as 'e ll a trailer for u • a
brc ik: bet ween pcuker and a few
pril for draw that occurred through­
OUI the event . Trail r w re al 0 up ­
plied h olumbia. Tr ist r, and

IIIV rsul Pictur .. The "E I' erience"
bag. muu, and program booklet. along
with II copy of the recnplay and origi­
nul novella, "ere given to each regi
trunt and guest speaker. tour of th
() zlu Inc i liue s, a reception, and
. aturda lunch were other highliglu» of
the eminar.

Michael uast S'::I 'cd as hosl und inter-
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