
Section Meetings 
Detroit 
September 9,1997 
Section Chair Gene Wilczak opened the 
mecting by introducing the newly-elected 
managers and the rest of the scction offi- 
cers. SMPTE Central Region Governor 
Harold Miller gave an updatc from the 
Board of Governors’ meeting, including a 
report on the new Society logo, the 
increase in membership dues, changes to 
thc publication schedule and editorial poli- 
cy of the Jourrzal, insurance plans for 
Society membcrs, and the conferencc. 

Guest speaker, Andrew Larsen, 
Microwavc Radio Corp., discussed various 
alternative approaches to providing terres- 
trial digital microwave video service for 
the studio-to-transmitter link. He covered 
data rates and coding schemes, how the 
current STL channels accommodate them, 
and the cost and technical considerations 
of carrying various combinations of NTSC 
and ATV signals. He showed diagrams of 
transmitter and receiver systems for han- 
dl ing various types of signals and 
explained RF considerations, including 
link gain budgets and pcrformance of 
antennas and transmission lines. Means of 
increasing existing system performance 
were discussed, as well as diverse tech- 
niques for increasing link reliability. 

Larscn briefly covered approaches to 
fccding digital signals for ENG purposes. 
Less research and devcloprnent has bccn 
done in ENG applications, but it appears 
that currcnt channels can accomrnodatc 
existing NTSC equipment. As digital cam- 
eras with their own data rates come into 
use, microwave equipment will have 10 be 
designcd with forniat-specific modcms to 

handle the data streams. He said that as 
compression and coding schemes improve, 
it would be possible to handle multiple 
video fecds from a truck by multiplexing 
over a single RF channel. 

Questions from the audience followed 
the presentations. - Frank Maynard 
(Secretarymreasurer), WKBD-TV 

Napa Valley College 
August 20,1997 
The first meeting of the new school year 
was held in the Napa Valley College TV 
Studio. The new officers were introduced 
to the first year students, preceded by an 
explanation of SMPTE. A discussion high- 
lighting the advantages of membership in 
the organization followed. Enthusiasm was 
high, and as a result, membership may 
reach 1 0 0 %  for  the 36 s tudents  that 
attended. 

Eddie Hernandez, senior engineer at 
KTVM and 1993 graduate of the program, 
returned as our guest speaker. He talked 
about the job niarkct in relation to our cur- 
riculum and answered qucstions at the end 
of his presentation. He was both informa- 
tive and inspiring, leaving the first and sec- 
ond year students with a new confidence 
and determination. 

The meeting ended with information on 
the opening fund raisers for the annual trip 
to Las Vegas for the NAB conference.- 
Anthony V. Cassano. Chair 

Rochester 
September 9,1997 
Winners of the 20th Annual Student Film 
and Video Festival for New York State 

Members of the Napa Valley Student Chapter. Top row (I-r) Chair Anthony Cassano, Vice- 
President David Larsen, Secretary Dionisios Harbas. Bottom row (I-r) Treasurer Greg Tan, 
Activities Director Michael Tran, Webmaster Hyon Tae Kim. 

SMPTE SECTION CALENDAR 

Hong Kong 
For further information contact Section 
Chair Kwok-Luen Lam, Wharf Cable Ltd, 
5/F Wharf Cable Tower, 9 Hoi Shing Rd., 
Tsuen Wan, N.T., Hong Kong, tel: +852- 
21 1-2451 1, fax: +852-211-28764, e-mail: 
kl@ hk.super.net 
Datea for future meetlngs: 
November 1997: MPEG-2 

New England 
For further information contact Section 
Chair John Gates, Gates Service Group, tel: 

9, 1997: Editing Uncompresse 
Digital Video 
December 17, 1997: The New Videotape 
Formats 
January 21, 1998: Annual Nonlinear 
Editing Equipment Open House 

ct Section 
tel: (303) 

Dates for future meetings: 
November 19, 1997: Video Preprocessing 
for Compression 

Sen Francisco 
For further information contact Section 

8 Hintz, KTVU Partnership, 

CHARLESinCA@aol.com, 
//members.aol.com/SMPTEsf/ 

seminars.html 
The 1997 San Francisco Section Second 
Saturday Tutodak 

ber 8, 1997: Living with W E  

510) 874-0290, f a :  (510) 272- 

4:a) p.m. 

Toronto 
For further information contact Promotions 

ca- 
ity, 
e 

November 11,1997 
December 9,1997 
January 13,1998 

May 12,1998 
June 8,1998 
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Students, were announced during the 
September meeting held at the Rochester 
Institute of Technology’s Carlson 
Auditorium. 

“Kristen’s Crossing,” a film submitted 
by Aly Lim of Rochester, was the winner 
of the Best of the Show award. Several 
judges labeled the project one of the best 
films presented in the 20-year history of 
the festival. 

“A Quiet Chapter,” submitted by Nara 
Barger, took first place honors in the fic- 
tion category. Second place was awarded 
to “Once Again,” by Ben Wolf, and honor- 
able mention accolades wcnt to “The 
Dreaming,” a dual effort by Daniel Mosley 
and Brendan McEachern. 

First place in the Non-Fiction category 
was awarded to John Burger for his pro- 
ject, “For Art’s Sake.” Aly Lim, the win- 
ner of the competition’s top honor also 
won an honorable mention award along 
with Karen Sully for “Kats,” and “College 
Moms,” respectively. 

The Experimental category was won by 
The New School For Social Research for 
their film, “Uncovering Mariarosy 
Calleri.” Honorable mention was given to 
Dana Damtoft, a high school student, for 
her submission, “Low Rider”. 

Top honors in computer animation went 
to Christiopher O’Connell for “Icarus.” 
“The Boy and the Candy” by Glenn Ehler 
was second, and “Uncle Dutch” by Julie 
Jurgens was third. Honorable mention was 
awarded to “Coffee?’ and “Parking Space 
Limited,” submitted by Steven Palmer and 
Curt Markham, respectively. 

Aftcr the competition, jointly sponsored 
by SMPTE and the Rochester Audio 
Visual Association, a dinner was held for 
the participants. - Arthur J. Cosgrove 
(SecretaryRreasurer), Eastman Kodak Co. 

San Francisco 
July 31,1997 
The SMPTE San Francisco Section contin- 
ued the series on the FCC-mandated 
Digital Television (DTV) system and its 
impact on production and broadcasting. 
Nearly 100 attendees filled the main studio 
of KPIX-TV to hear Phil Livingston, 
Panasonic Digital Systems, presented his 
company’s plans for equipping stations 
and studios to meet the entire range of 
DTV demands these facilities will soon 
face. Panasonic DTV equipment ranges 
from 4: 1 : 1 DV and DVCPRO standard- 
definition TV (SDTV) to D-5 digital high- 
definition television (HDTV). With 30 
years of broadcast experience, Livingston 
has actively participated in equipment 
devclopment, and currently chairs the 
SMPTE P-18 committee responsible for 
standards in TV production. 

The evening included an energetic 
exchange of ideas on what constitutes 
acceptable picture quality for both digi- 
tal SDTV and HDTV. For example, does 
the 4: I : 1 sampling rate of the DV-family 
of digital video recorders offer sufficient 
quality for conversion to HDTV’s 4:2:0 
MPEG-2 for many programming appli- 
cations? Some say no, but Panasonic and 

thcir DVCPRO buyers say a qualified 
yes. 

Rick Sutterlin, Snell and Wilcox, provid- 
ed his company’s up-conversion box that 
allowcd the audience to see footage shot 
on 4: I :  I DVCPRO converted to digital 
HDTV and displayed on a 32-in. diagonal 
Panasonic Model AT-HT 3215 consumer 
HDTV set. Many concluded the up-con- 
verted quality was acceptable for broad- 
cast. Post-presentation audience participa- 
tion included a lot of eyeballing of the 
HDTV images from about an inch away 
from the faces of the CRTs. 

Livingston and his colleague, Gary 
Youngs, also brought a Panasonic WV- 
3240 1080-line interlace HDTV monitor to 
the show. The 32411. diagonal 16:9 unit is 
one of only two in the country. For the first 
time, many in the audience had a chance to 
view a 2 micron dot-pitch professional 
HDTV monitor alongside a 3.5 micron 
dot-pitch consumer unit. The presentation 
also included a demonstration of the 
Model AJ-D700 DVCPRO camera, and 
the Panasonic Model AJ-LT75 DVCPRO 
laptop editor. CBSIWestinghouse and 
NBC have just  standardized on the 
DVCPRO format for network 0 and 0 
news. 

The meeting concluded with a tour of the 
KPlX facility by Director of Engineering 
Dave Hancock and his staff. They show- 
cased their on-air automation system, non- 
linear video servers, and master control. - 
Peter Hammar (Manager), Hammar 
Communications 

SMPTE Activities 

NEW YORK, N.Y. - 139th SMPTE 
Technical Conference & Equipment 
Exhibit, Marriott Marquis Hotel, 
November 21-24. 1997. 

TORONTO,  ONTARIO - 32nd 
Advanced Motion Imaging Conference, 
Sheraton Center Hotel, February 5-7, 
I998. 

LOS ANGELES, CALIF. - 2nd Annual 
SMPTE Spring Film Conference-Co- 
located with SHOWBIZ Expo, Los 
Angeles Convention Center, Los Angeles, 
Calif. June 12-14,1998. 

PASADENA, CALIF. - 140th SMPTE 
Technical Conference & Exhibit, Pasadena 
Convention Center, October 26-31. 1998. 

ORLANDO,  FLA. - 33rd SMPTE 
Advanced Motion Imaging Conference. 
February 1999. 

NEW YORK. N.Y. - 141st SMPTE 
Technical Conference & Equipment 
Exhibit, November 19-22, 1999. 

For more information on these and other 
SMPTE activities contact SMPTE 
Headquarters: 

(914) 761-1 100 Fax: (914) 761-31 15 

November 
CIE 2nd Expert Symposium on Colour 
Standards for Imaging Technology, 
Scottsdale, Ariz. Info: CIE Central Bureau, 
Kegelgasse 27, A-1030 Vienna, Austria. 
November 20-21, 1997. 

March 1998 
cinec 98 International Trade Fair for 
Motion Picture Technology and Post- 
Production, M,O,C, Events Center, 
Munich, Germany. Info: Messe Mlinchen 
GmbH, cincc Exhibition Management, 
Me s se g e 1 an de , D - 8 0 3 2 5 Munch e n , 
Gcrmany. Murch 21-23, 1998. 

April 1998 
NAB ’97 International Convention and 
Exposition, Las Vegas Convention Center, 
Las Vegas, Nev. Info: National 
Association of Broadcasters, 1771 N St. 
NW, Washington, DC 20036-2891, 
http://www.nab.org/conventions. April 4-9, 
1998, 

May 1998 
Lightfair International 1998, Las Vegas 
Convention Center, Las Vegas, Nev. Info: 
AMC Tradeshows, 240 Peachtree St. NW, 
Ste. 2200, Atlanta, GA 30303. May 27-29, 
1998. 

June 1998 
SHOWBIZ Expo, Los Angeles 
Convention Center, Los Angeles, Calif. 
Info: Reed Exhibition Companies, 383 
Main Ave., Norwalk, C T  06851, 
http://www.showbizexpo.com. June 12-14, 
1998. 
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