
Section Meetings 
Australia 
August 13,1998 

More than SO people turned up to hear 
Pe te r  Dare ’ s  p re sen ta t ion  du r ing  the  
FACTS Conference and Exhibition held at 
the Manly Pacific Hotel in Sydney. 

In a repeat of the paper he presented to  
the PACTS Chief Engineers, Dare (Sony 
Corp .  U S A )  provided an update on the 
progress of DTV i n  the U S .  The new tele- 
vision standard is scheduled to start on 
November I ,  1998. Darc was  promptly 
nicknamed “Dismal Darc,” which sutnmetl 
up the tone of his presentation. 

November 1998 is not a mandated date 
by the FCC. but rather an agreed date from 
some of the major networks.  Although 
everything isn’t ready. DTV will go to air 
on November I- but there might not hc 
any proof, as there arc no HDTV sets as 
yet. Many retailers claim that their sets are 
“DTV ready,” hut this can’t  be proven 
unt i l  after November. Some of the ‘I’V set 
man u lac t u rers h a v e ii n n o u nced three to 
four month delays i n  their production of’ 
digital TV sets. 

The first stations schcduled to trmsniit 
are located in San Francisco. Phil;idelphia. 
Dallas, New York, and two to three other 
cities. In New York. for cxnmple, the s13- 
lions that have antennas on the roof o f  the 
World Trade Center will require ;in csti- 
mated extra 53 MW of mains power. Due 
to the changes in the frequency allocations, 
there arc worries about interference with 
hear t  mon i to r s  in loca l  hosp i t a l s  a n d  
broadcaSterS losing their radio mic fre- 
quencies. 

The networks have announced that they 
will suppor t  the fo l lowing  stunciards: 
A B C 4 8 0 i .  4X0p, and 720p; C B S 4 8 0 i  
and I O X O i ;  NBC-480i and 1 O X O i :  and 
FOX- 4XOi and 480p. 4XOi is of course 
standard definition NTSC, a s  we know i t  
today: i stands for interlace scan and p lor 
progressive scan. 

An es t ima ted  fou r  to l i ve  hour s  of 
HDTV per week will he broadcast, and 
mostly SDTV upconvcrted. There will he 
no data hroadcusting, ;IS there are no docu- 
mentary standards. 

Approxituately ten manufacturers arc 
su pporti rig rece i ver man ti fact ti ri ng , hut 
there are still many issues t o  be resolved 
including the use of separate or integrated 
tuners. Native or converted display for- 
nuts’! Aspect ratio’? Set top box’! The fate 
of the epg (electronic program guide) and 
how i t  wi l l  be hand led  must also b e  
resolved. There is no cable standard. and 
up to 70% of people receive their ‘1’V via 
cable. A date has yet to be set for c;ihle t o  
carry the HDTV signals. There ;ire still 

From left to right: Robert Davis, Lisa Macky, Scott Cyphers, Ryan Hi//, and Jassen Hansken. 

questions about strengthening tronsinitting 
tow crs, closed caption i ng , ni u I t ichan tie I 
audio, and so on. 

‘l’ransinittiiig the data via the Telcos or  
s;itcllitc still poses many questions. The 
Telcos say  they have  dnla l ines of 4 4  
M h i t s/sec a v ;I i I ah I e and s a  tc I I i I e s h ;I v c 
npproximately hX Mbitdscc available. But 
this availnbility is subject lo errors. they 
talk of “errored seconds"- the number of 
seconds with errors. These crrors could he 
;is high iis whereas the broadcasters 
are looking for crrors of 10-14. I t  would 
appear that the l’elcos will provide some 
el-ror correction, hut this conics o u t  0 1  the 
44 Mhits/scc ;ivailnhlc. 

What will he the studio intcrl’ucc stiin- 
dard:‘ SDI is covered by SMPTE 2S9M 
and SMPTE 274M. SDTl  is covered by 
S M P T E  ROSM: then therc is HDSDTI. 
IOXOp being transmitted at 24 frarnes/sec. 
Obviously, there is still a lot of work to be 
done to sort out all 01’ these details. and 
this is true of Austrnli;~ as well. However, 
Australia still has two years to go and will 
be the first country i n  tlic world going 
H I X V  at SO I Iz. 

O I O I O I ?  Yes. it can be a suitable s y n -  
hol for unything digital. i t  can he the bina- 
ry expression for decimal 21 and i t  is also 
thc date for Australin 10 introduce digital 
transmission: January I .  200 I .- 

Napa Valley 
‘I’hc 1997-98 school year was unother 

successfu~ otic for Napa Valley College 
Telecomrnunication graduates. Just as i n  

employment bclorc graduatioli- 
Chapter I1 would like to ;Innounce ;I 

new cabinet for the up-conling year. The 
new o f f i ce r s  a r e  as fo l lows :  J ~ S S ~ I I  
Hansken, President. Lisa Macky. Vice- 
President,  Ryan I H i I l .  ’I‘rcasurcr. Scott 

past years ,  loo‘%) o f  t h e  c l a s s  fourid 

Cyphers ,  Secretary,  and Robert  Davis,  
Webnias te r .  Be su re  to check  out t he  
iiiiprovemcnts on the chapter’s web site :it 
h tip : //w w w . t i  iip nnet . net/- s in pte- I I I. 

A (ietris Venice commercial level n n -  
niation system was donated t o  the Telccom 
dcpartnient. We would like to thank David 
Web lor adding t o  the high level of equip- 
nicnt :it the NVC facility. 

SMPTE SECTION CALENDAR 

Rocky Mountain 
For further information contact Section 
Chair Fred Baumgartner, TCI, tel: (303) 
486-3946, fax: (303) 486-389 I ,  e-mail: 
biumgartner.fred@ tcinc.com 

Dates for future meetings 
November  18: SBE Elec t ions  at t he  
Video Accessories Cop. (VAC) 

November 19: Real Coverage Mapping 

Janua ry  20 ,  1999 :  Back-up  P o w e r  
Systems 

Toronto 

F o r  fu r the r  i n fo rma t ion  con tac t  
P romot ions  Adv i se r  Brad  F o r t n e r ,  
R o g e r s  C o m  mu n i c  a t i o n s C e n t e r  , 
Ryerson Polytechnic University, tel: 
(416) 237-0625, fax: (416) 979-5203, e- 
mail: bfortner@acs.ryerson.ca 

Dates for future meetings 

November 10: 16x9 Television Studio 
Tour. 
December 8:  3-D production Systems 
Featuring Softlmagc 
January 12, 1999: Satcllite Meeting 
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This ycar’s graduating class looks for- 
ward to the same success as the previous 
ones and is excited ;rbout the prospects 
awaiting them in thc future.-Scott 
Cyphcrs, (Secretary) 

New England 
March 18,1998 

The March meeting was held jointly 
with thc Boston Chapter of the Society of 
Broadcast Engineers (SBE) at WHDH-TV, 
Channcl 7. 

The first presentation was a hricf orien- 
tation by the NVision Corp. regarding cur- 
rent AES and EBU audio systems and 
standards. This issue merits an in-depth 
mccting event, which will be planncd dur- 
ing thc 1998-90 scction meetings. 

The second and main presenter was 
Tim Hilson, Dolby Laboratories, whosc 
topic was on the use of Dolby technologies 
for broadcast. DVD, music recording. and 
motion pictures. Hilson explained the intri- 
cacies of all the diffcrent ways digital 
audio can be codcd. Dolby Labs has bccn 
doing a lot of work on sensurround type of 
audio setups such as thosc found in motion 
picture thcaters. Although thesc started out  
as ;innlog systenis with various channels 
multiplexed on cxisting movie film in vari- 
ous ways. they have cvolved into sophisti- 
cated digital systems which are popular 
with home entertainment centers. 

Hilson explained that the most comnion 
configuration is called “ 5 .  I .” which 
includes five discretc active channels: left 
main, right main, center. left rear, and right 
rear. The .I stands for the “cffects speaker” 
which can be placed low in the front/cen- 
ter, and is specifically designed for  
e 11 h a riced bas s and ’’ m ;ig i c f i 11 ge rs” 
acoustic presence. Succcssfully sctting 
thcsc systems up in a satisfactory way is a 
bit of an art form. One of the cardinal rules 
for setup states that speakcrs should be 
carefully matched, s o  the sound does not 
change as i t  is panned from left through 
ccnter, to right. According to Hilson. i t  is 
always good practice to put the dialog 
channel on the ccntcr track. leaving the 
peripheral speakers for nondialog material. 
This also prevents those who are not sitting 
i n  the centcr of the room from getting 
inconsistent dialog. He cited exaniples of 
tests which rcvcaled that the spatial separa- 
tion betwccn the dialog and cffects sounds, 
a s  i t  is produced by different speakers. 
appears to make it much easier for the 
audicnce to distinguish betwecn the ~ W O .  I t  
also allows for a bit morc volumc on the 
effects channels, without swamping the 
speec h intell ig i hi I i t y , 

The modcst downside of this approach 
is that the projects crcated with a 5 . 1  
soundtrack cannot bc mixed down to basic 
two-channel sterco without a carcful rebal- 
ancing of the five tracks, or the effects 
tracks will overpower thc dialog. Using thc 

powerful Gclelec Speakcrs, Jim Shultis, 
WHDH director of enginccring, played 
several DVD examples with modern vocal 
and instrumental music. Some were cxam- 
ples of good mixing for monitoring in con- 
ventional two-channel sterco, and some 
seemed to be examples of very poor mix- 
ing choices, with the stereo “imaging” 
bcing badly impaired by unbalanced niix- 
down. 

The section would likc to thank Shultis 
for providing the meeting vcnue, Cenclcc 
Corp. for the speakcrs, and Sony Corp. lor 
the loudspeakcrs. Thanks also goes out to 
Section Managers Robin Shahid and Bob 
Lamm for helping to coordinate the tneet- 
ing and Bob Hess and the Boston Chapter 
of thc SBE for allowing this joint-society 
meeting.-Paul R. Beck, (Sccretaryl  
Treasurer), Emerson Collcge 

New England 
April 29, 1998 

The annual post-NAB analysis wrap-up 
niccting betwccn SMPTE, SBE, AES, and 
ITVA was held at CBS, Boston, in thc 
main studios of WBZ-TV. 

Past-Chairman Philip A. Ozek served as 
hoshodcrator and gcneral niastcr-of-cerc- 
monies for the lively exchange of views 
and comments made by both panelists and 
aud i e n ce me i n  bers . 

Panel participants included Bob Doyle, 
managcr of The New Media Lab and con- 
tributing cditor at Ncw Media Magazine; 
Bob Hess, director of engineering at CBS 
Boston, WBZ-TV; Bob Pcirce, enginccr- 
ing managcr and principle at Pisces 
Productions i n  Boston; Wilson Chao, 
Cam bridge Te  le v is ion Prod tic t ion s ; 
Michael Z. Goodman, assistant chief cngi- 
neer, WLVI-TV, Tribune Broadcasting, 
WBS6; and Rob Turncr, Videography 
Magazi tie and independent post-production 
specialist. 

Thc meeting event was slightly changed 
this year, as Bob Turner, our most noted 
and most loquacious participant, was not 
able to attend i n  person. Instead, Bob 
Doyle took the time and cxtraordinary 
effort to videotape Turner’s responses to 
prepared questions. Thesc were recorded 
on a miniature DVC palmcorder, firewire 
couplcd to a MAC (i3 computer. and dis- 
played Turner’s cdited and concisc 
remarks on a ncat 600 x 800 portahlc video 
pro,jector, on cue, and with crystal clarity. 
(For once, Technology served man, not the 
other way around.) 

I t  would bc impossible to chronicle all 
the subjects and various topics which were 
addressed during this three-hour meeting. 
The questions tlcw and subjects changed 
with amazing speed. As with all joint-soci- 
ety mecting events, it was a standing-room 
only situation, with seating for over I20 
people. There were at least 30 additional 
standees, mostly huddled m)und the tradi- 

tional three-tablc spread of finger sand- 
wiches, beverages and soft drinks, and 
light veggic snacks. 

Of special note was a group of distin- 
guished student visitors who traveled from 
Southcrn Maine Technical College i n  
South Portland, ME. Their presence, inter- 
esting questions, and vitality added much 
to  the meeting. 

Host and SBE Chairman Rob Hess 
stayed much later after the event ended to 
provide guided tours for the Southcrn 
Maine Technical Collcge students and oth- 
crs  who s o  desired. through thc new 
Mastcr Control and emerging Digital 
Facilities at WBZ-TV, CBS-TV in Boston. 

Special thanks goes to Ozek for his con- 
siderable efforts i n  steering and executing 
this highly successful rneeting. The section 
also thanks Rob Lamni for his behind-the- 
scenes work on thc meeting. SMIYI’E Ncw 
England also owes a grcat debt of appreci- 
ation to :ill thc meeting presenters.-Paul 
K. Beck, (Secrctary/Treasurcr). Emerson 
College 

New England 
May 20,1998 

Thc May 20th section mccting was hcld 
at WLVI-TV, Tribune Broadcasting’s WB- 
56 outlet i n  Boston. I t  was the first hall- 
day scniinar-type meeting the section host- 
ed this year, and was entitled “Rebuilding 
WLVI-TV for the 2 I st Ccntury.” 

More than 75 rnembcrs and guests 
attended the event, which was coiifigurcd 
in three major sections. The first section 
featurcd some introductory remarks by 
Section Sccretary Paul Beck arid back- 
ground remarks presented by chicf engi- 
neer Franco LaPietra, who chronicled the 
history of technical growth and expansion 
at WLVI-TV, through sevcral corporate 
ownerships. 

The second was ;I spccial technical pre- 
sentation arid demonstration by Vibrint 
Tech no 1 og i e s , lc a t u r i n g their M PEG - 2 
Ncwsrooni Scrver Solution. Main speakers 
were Stcve L’Hcureux and Calvin Rogers. 

L’Heurcux discussed and demonstrated 
d l  the technical attributcs of the MPEG-2 
file server system o f l r c d  by Vibrint. A 
key featurc of the company’s approach is 
the use o f  dual workstations which allow 
continuous recording of a ncwsfeed or 
ongoing broudcast events, and the simulta- 
iicous ability for additional workstations to 
access the incoming data streams and 
“edil-on-the-fly.” rather than having to 
wait until all the incoming material is 
acquircd in-full by the main workstation. 
V i bri n t ’ s system pro v ides s i m u  1 t anco ti  s 
access such as this for several worksta- 
tions, s o  multiple news stories could be 
simultaneously cdited lor different purpos- 
es, all from the same main scrver. 

A unique application wits also demon- 
s tra ted for i n s t a ti t - iicce ss s low -mot ion 
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p layback  01’ n i i i l t i p l c  racetrack events. 
wlicrc images from many veniics at diflcr- 
eiit t imes could he raiidomly accessed for 
slow-niotion analysis mid subsequent dis- 
play for large-screen presentation. 

L’Hcurcux tlctailcd the design criteria 
for Vibrint’s systems iis f i r s t  easy to use 
and “strciimlined” and able to eliminate 
“browacr”-type vitlco quality on the work- 
station display. The systcin i s  coiifigurcd 
l r o i i i  “of f -  t he-she1 f“ coiiiponents i n  the 
m o s t  ”standard” way possible. 

The Vibrint system c;in be in 444 o r  43-2. 
using a niotlern Windows NT pliitlorin. I t  i s  
designed to integrate with many third-party 
fi le servers. video editing controllers, and 
video rccortlcrs. I t s  strength i s  that i t  i s  
drsigncd from the ground up to be ;I “Play- 
t o -A i r ”  system f o r  broadcast. cable. or 
institiitiori;~l/govei-riiiiciitiil applications. 

’Hie “stmdnrd” bit  rate i s  currently 14 
Mbits/sec. yielding 2.0  hours 0 1  very high 
qwility storage. Vibrint hiis conducted tests 
with 40 Mbits/sec and higher. which obvi- 
ously ol’lers greater picture qu;ility w i th  
less capture time. 

Fe:rttircs which ;ippc;ired to oflki- enor- 
i i i o ~ i s  benefit were tlie abi l i ty  to l;ist-ct~e 
news stories and other segment “roll-ins,’‘ 
p l u s  slo-niotioii capability, either l i ) r w m l  
or biickwards. wi th se;iiiiIchs t rans i t ions to 
full niotioii. 

The third elrnicrit ol‘ the Saturday niorii- 
irig event was presented by ;issistaiit cl i icl ’  
engineer Michael  Ciootlm:ui. He gave :I 
thorough analysis of the prohlciiis he hcctl 
in iiiccting the challenge of planning tor ;in 

all-digital p l m t  to support ATSC D T V  aiitl 
o the r  e v o l v i n g  t e c h n o l o g i e s  a s  we 
approach the turn 01‘ the century. 

Cioodiiian explained that h i s  task was 
made i i iorc d i f f i cu l t  because h i s  charge 
was to succcssfully integrate existing 25- 
yea--old tcchnology w i th  the i icwcr tecli- 
nologics duririg the “integration” 1IliiiSe. 

:ind plan lor ; in o r g o i i i d  slieclding o f  tlie 
older coiiiponcnts when newer technology 
assets were in position to replace tlicni. 

The lirst step was :I ccntr-nli 
entire W L V l  Engineering faci 
all-important decision to i i iovc li)rwurd with 
i i  b u s i n e s s  plan wh ich  direct ly invo lved 
ex i st  i ii g s t a t i o n  pe rso n 11 c I . rat I1 c I t I1 n 
import ;iii all-outsider “hiretl-gun” approach 
[‘or t h e  design/bui ld phase. ‘ l ’his was 
dccmed the m o s t  appropr ia te  way  to 
achieve cconoiiiy. project dedication. mid 
loyalty, w i th  the technical s ta f f  knowing  
they ;ire iiiii,jor players and ;ire making ii sig- 
nilicant contribution to  the entire project. 

The second step was ii coiiso1id:ilioii ot 
uselti1 space w i t  ti in the ex i s t i  ng bui  ltli iig 
lootprint. ‘I’hc consoliilation woirld be suit- 
able for a ”Digital Islaiicl” within the larger 
bu i ld ing  shel l .  ;iIicI conl‘igtircd i n  stlcli iI 
way that additional portion.; of thc buildiiig 
which ;ire ail.jaccnt could he “converted” 
i ind rel’urbishrd to support the all-digital 
i’acility as the project phases  i i iove for- 

ward. Thc key step was to configure the 
f i rst step to be the catalyst, ;is well ;IS one 
which would correctly l i nk  to thc I‘LIILII.~ 
cornponetits and building elements, serving 
more a s  ;I central hub. rother than ii deceii- 
tralizcd series 01‘ islands. 

Goodiiinn cmphusiLetl t l in t  one sp;icc 
which hntl been an obvious target for such ;I 

major upgrade was one of the two produc- 
tion studios.  After ciirelul ;inalysis and cal- 
culntioiis. the decision was iiiade to convert 
other spaces i n  ;inother ;ire;i of the  main 
builtling, which would have liir less ftrturc 
potential lor a revenue stream, such ;IS ;I 

high-bay space l ike 21 productioii studio. 
Another key ;irca was the protection anti  

undergiri l ing o f  the news operation. one 
w h i c h  i s  a p a r t i c u l a r  j e w e l  i n  W L V l  
Boston’s crown. I n  the planning lor both 
d ig i ta l  pi’oductioii and satell i te o r  local  
newagi i t l ier ing.  t h e  new W I . V I  d ig i t a l  
plant wi l l  be providing ;implc quality spiice 
; i d  h r c d  technologies which w i l l  support 
both the growing news operations mil thc 
field and s t u d i o  production needs. and dl 
I~ost-protliiction applications. 

HVAC’ systems were carctully cv:iluat- 
cd. wi th  W L V l  choosing a multiple-coni- 
pi-cssor redundant system which i s  ;I “blow 
do w 11” system, us i ng cnrcfu I I y desig ncd 
overhead ducting w i th  ;ippropriate sound 
hal’lle controls. 

’The (‘ire ii1;iriii systeiiis were a l s o  ciirc- 
tu l ly  designed. se lect ing ii “wet delayed 
hysteiii” lor  those ;ireas which ;ire mission- 
c r i t i ca l  and not conipatihlc w i t h  watc r  
d c s s  there ;ire active Ilanies. 

’l‘hc building power distribution systems 
we re a I S O  c ;ire 111 I I y cva l  u;i t ed , hot h tor 
q ti ;I I i t  y and c ap:ic i t y . 0 vc rs i zed nc ut rii I s 
and Ii;irinon i c -su ppre ss i on Iran s I’oriiic rs  
were selcctcd. ;Is well as exlr~l-l lcavy cop- 
per grounding straps. For the mission-criti- 
ciil air-chnin path. ;I 200-A Unintcrruptible 
Power System (UPS) was sclcctcd. T h i s  
w i l l  provide dequate “clciin power” for  all 
critical-path station coniponents. 

L igh t ing  (‘or control and work  spiiccs 
was idso carefully exnriiiricd. offering gem 
crii l  operational lighting and spccializctl 
task l ighting i n  all control sp;ices. 

Cable pathways and conduits Ii;ivc been 
curefully pl;iniictl. interacctiiig with a11 ccii- 
trol rack-area spaces, providing lull :icccss 
to all racks and custoni consoles. The new 
W1 .V l  Master C’ontrol may be responsible 
f’or coiitrolling up to I’our prograiii strc;ims. 
and wi l l  be tlcsigned to have the iippropri- 

port t h a t  ambitious undertaking. 
The selection 01’ a11 sigiinl-path colnpo- 

iicnts in  the new control center hiis specifi- 
c;illy targeted the goal 01’ ;I clean 1 .S Gllz 
signal path throughoiit the entire I‘acility. 
‘l’hus, a l l  patch panels. DAs .  and other 
routing oppiratus have hccn selected wid 
tested to incct t h i s  challenging objective. 

A computer-based sti it ioi i i i i i tonialion 
system i s  ;11so planned. and cu r ren t l y  

; I~C c:ible 1l;iths al1d ; I C C C ~ S  Iicctlcd 10 SLIP- 

undergoing tests prior lo installation. This 
w i l l  be couplcd w i th  exist ing fi le-server 
;iiicI tapc pluybock sys tem for air opem- 
t ioi ia.  and r i i u x t  toster ;I user-friendly 1ii;iii- 

ual o r  automatic opcriitional cqxibi l i ty .  
Good iii an I’i n i shed tip ti i s  prcscn fa t i  oil 

on “Phnsc Oiie” ol‘ the W L V I - T V  upgrade 
tor IJI ‘V w i th  the proii i isc to h o h t  future 
meetings at W L V l  ;IS their progress m d  
aucccss carries them I’urthcr into the all- 
digital world. and into the 2 I st century. 

Attendees were then escorted i n  groups 
o f  I S  throughout the entire station. w i th  
Goodmnri and I .aPietra serving as guides. 
Upon returning from the l x i l i t y  tours. the 
V i br i n t Tec ti n o logy s ta l f  con t i n ued t hei r 
systems prcscntutioris ;ind dciiionstr;itions. 

Special thanks to Matt D i l lon  at W L V l  
Satcll i tc/l icccivc Crn tc r  for ;I stellar prc- 
sciitation on coriiputcrizcd satellite capture 
nntl recording operations at W12VI. and to 
M i k e  Bert, I x r y  Si lvcrman. Goodman, 
and LaPictra lor their generous 1iospit:ility 
iind cordial wclcoiiic to WLVI-TV.-l’;iul 
R .  Beck. (Sccretary/Trcastirer). Emerson 
College 

New England 
June 17,1998 

This month’s meeting was held at “High 
S p e e d  V ideo. ”  ;I d i v i s i o n  of V i d e o  
’l‘ransfcr, lnc. .  just  ;I few mi les  west of 
Dostori. 1)uc to fierce thunderstorms, only 
30 nicnihcrs and guests were in attcnd;incc. 

This i i iect ing i s  tradit ional ly  ;I “ la id-  
back” and inlornial event, wi th profession- 
111 iind socid components. includirig a bur- 
bccue. Harkening hack to the early days of 
Film and Video, thr New Englancl Section 
h a s  sporadically awarded “Distinguished 
Tec ti n o I og y & Achieve me nt A w art1 s” to 
i t s  mciiibers or respected nieinbcra 01’ the 
coiiiriiunity. 

I h is  year, f i l m  historiiin Alan Kiittcl le 
received the l’irst anniii i l  “Dysfunctiotial- 
Iur ic t ion Awiirtl.” in the form ol’ ;I vencra- 
blc (nonworking) Enstinan Kod:ik V P I  f ly-  
ing spot scanner Xinm I’ilm tclccine. 

Second, distinguished author. tcchnolo- 
gist, ;ind S M P T E  Technical  Committee 
mtmbcr Bob P a u l x o n  received the “ I  l i gh  
Connec t i v i t y  A w a r d ”  l o r  h i s  w o r k  on 
fiber-optic tcchnicnl stiindards, iii the IOriii 

01. ;I 25-in. section ol‘ perfectly good R I W  
’I‘V-X I canera cable. w i th  work ing  coii- 
nectors. Both recipients were pleased wi th 
their awards. iicccpting them with tlistiiic- 
tion. honor. and humility. 

A t h i r d  a w a r d  ce remony  lor Peter  
ino. A v i d  ’ leclinologica. w;ia l ic l t l  

j u s t  nf‘tcr the meeting. I:;isci;ino rcccivecl 
the coveted “Master Editor Award.” in the 
lorin of an KCA/Smith editing iiiicroscope 
and sp l i c ing  block fo r  2- in .  quadruplcx 
tapc. 1;asciario accepted his award  w i t t i  
dignity and gave ;I bricl. iuiectlotc about his 
I’irst ;ictiiaI use 01‘ such ;I device iit the age 
of‘ 1.1. 

,. 
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B y  dusk. the events inovcd indoors to 
the spacious and modern videotape dupli- 
ca t ing  I‘ncil i ty oper;itcd by I l i g h  Speed 
Video. 

Past SMP‘I‘E Regional-Governor Karl 
Kcnwx iz  served ;IS host and guide I’or the 
in-depth tour .  which revealed tlic inagni- 
tuclc of cI’1i)rt that h i s  conip;iny has gone to 
i n  order to provide one o f  thc fastest and 
highest-cpdi ty tape duplication facil i t ies 
i n  the cast. 

I n  p;irticular, the Sprint system and i t s  
cart: fti I I y -con t ro I led ” c  1c;i n r o o m  ” were 
highlights of tlic tour  nntl discussions. The 
total m;intil‘;icttiriiig. labeling. and pac kng- 
ing processes were discussed nnd demon- 
strated by Karl ;inti his cxccllent staff a t  
High Spccd Video. 

The barbecue event ming led  w i t h  the 
vnrioiis tour events. and SMPTE inembers 
:ind guests l ingered wel l  p;ist 1O:OO p.m.. 
quitc late for ;I mid-week meeting. 

‘I’hc S o c  i e t y t h ;i 11 k s A n d  y H a i l  c k . 
Kcnw;iii/., and t h e  who le  learn at I l i g h  
Speed Video I’or ;I wonclei-lhl cvcii i i ig out 
at  Southhoro. MA.-l’atl l  R. Beck.  
(Sccrct;lryl’l’re;Islll.cr). EIllersOII Collcgc 

New York 
June 9,1998 

The June meeting was ;I dcpnrttirc frc i i i i  

the iistinl technical program, Meiiibers and 
gticsls met  on the east side of’ Man1i;itt;ui ;it 

Kobcrt Tresboux’s Veati D‘ Or restauraill 
fo r  ;I hul.lct dinner w i th  open lxir. A high- 
light 01’ t h i s  gala evening was the sci-ccnirig 
of t lie be st  te Ic v i s i on  coiii m e  rc i ;iI s f rom 
v i d e o t i i p s  wh ich  were prov ided b y  the 
A shoc i at i on o 1. I n dc pe ride n t Corii i i ic  rc i ;I I 
Protliiccrs. Door pi-izcs were provided hy 
A t3(. T c  le  v i s i on. East m;in Kot1;ik Co.. 
I.citcli. Mo t ion  Picture Enterprises. NRC 
Sports. l’;inasonic, and Tektronix.  al l  01’ 
which contiiiuously support the New York 
Section progriiiiis. Thcsc comprnies were 
generow to  the cx te i i l  t1i;it nearly cvcry 
person received mul t ip le  d o o r  pri/,cs. I t  
W;IS ;i r;ire opportunity to socialize wi th old 
f r  i c nd s ;I II cI h ti s i iic ss ;I 
en t i rc c ve ii i n g .- l id  
Materials Advisor) 

Rocky Mountain 
April 19, 1998 

W i I1 i u i i  Zou. G c  nc r;il In st r ~ i  ITIC‘II ts. cov- 
ered li i s con1 p;in y ’ s appr(iac1i to  <I i g i t a I 
television encoding. transport ( a s  i n  STL),  
;I ntl niodu k i t  ion. Special at tent i on w iis pa i d 
to t lie i r arc  t i  i tec t LI re. A C -  3. h 11 rrou n c l  
sound. ;inJ on-the-fly rccoiifiguration. 

W a y n e  W i c k s  ; icceprct l  the role ;IS 

Denver’s Frcqiiency Coordinator. Wicks  
can be rcachecl at ( 3 0 3 )  4X6-3XOO. I Ic ’ l l  be 
gathering any in  foriliation from the various 
past instnnces 01’ frequency coordination. 
Current data i s  available on the chapter 
wcb site: ~ittp://www.brontIcas(.ncl/-sbe~~ 

SMPTf  New York Governor Jay Ballard picks a door prize from Neil Pilzer at the Veau D’Or 
restaurant. 

or look to http://www.sbe.org l’or ;I good 
route to this chapter’s news and infori i i i i- 
t i on -  Frcd B a u m p r t n c r  (Chair). TCI 

Rocky Mountain 
July 1998 

A n  estimated 25 people g;ithcrcd at the 
section’s third iinniiiil  picnic ;it the K W G N  
T V  - 2 t r:in s ni i I t e  r p; i t io on I .oo k o  ti t 
Mountain. Attendees wcrc made tip of pro-  
fessionals from radio. ’IT’. cable. and ;isso- 
ciatcd industries. 

Mother  Nature prov ided ;I somewhiit 
i i i iwe lcon ic  showcr :I l‘ew minutes in to  
lunch. but thcrc turned out to hc eiiough 
p1;iccs to cluck tinder I’or at1cclii;ite protec- 
t i on .  Severa l  f o l k s  found out that  thc 
i i i  i c r o  w i ivc n iou  n I s we re not , 1io w e ve I. 
good protection ;IS tliey apparently fillet1 
up soiiiewhcrc and then dunipcd ;I lot  01‘ 
rain :it once. 

As Clioptcr 48 (’hair Andre Smith coiild 
i i o t  attend. Vice- ( ‘ha i r  and R o c k y  
Mountain Section Chair Fred Bnunigartner 
chaired from his vantage point iii the mitl- 
tllc 01‘ the picnic t;ihles. The business was 
br i c  I. then I3 ;it1 iii g art n c r ad,j o i l  I tied t h e  
meeting in  I‘iivor of lunch. 

Amoilg the topics of convcrsatioii was 
t h e  proposed new t o w e r  0 1 1  1200kout 
Mounta in .  Th is  i s  a ,joint el ‘ lort la rgc ly  

CI-s on Lookout to consolidate iiot only T V  
systems inc lud ing  D T V  facil i t ies. but a 
large niultistation FM antcniia. Whi le the 
details :ire many. we‘l l be watching how 
this pro.jcct d e v c l o p ~  ;is i t  w i l l  a f fec t  :I 
iiunihcr 01’ operations on I m o k o i i t  ;iiirl pos- 
s i h I y h o m c o ther  near  b y  m o ti n I ;I i n t o p 
transmitters. 

spea-hcadccl by a number of T V  hro, ‘I( I caxt-  

Many thanks to the folks ;it ‘K’I for the 
ciitcrrd lunch. ‘I‘hcrc were lo ts  ol‘ burgers 
and other goodies, inc lu t l i i i g  sonic del i -  
cious cookies iuid brownies. 

We ;ire now working on 1999 programs. 
I’lcasc c- i i ia i l  nic wi th  itlcas, etc.-l-rcd 
I k i u  I iigiirt ncr ( c‘lini r ). ‘K I 

San Francisco 
August 8,1998 

Mort tl i>Ll l  56 ll>eliihcrs ;tl id ~ L I C S I S  gilth- 
erecl at Dolby I h o r a t o r i c s  to hear Stcplieii 
Vcriion. one ol‘ thc co-developcrs 01‘ Dolby 
Dig i ta l .  present “Do lby  I l i g i t a l  ( A C - 3 )  
Audio: I.ow Bit-Rate with H igh  Pcrccivccl 
Quality .” 

1)oll~y Digital hiis bccii ill cincin;is siiicc 
1092. iii two-clianncl D R S  since 1994. ill 
coiisiiincr 1;iscrcliscs since early 199.5. iincl 
was sclcctccl to provide mdtichaniiel sur- 
rouncl s o u n d  fo r  digitnl broiitlcasts i n  the 
C I S .  of both 1Il)’l’V and st~iiidartl-resolu- 
tion k lcvis io i i .  F3i-o;iclcaslcrs i n  other cotiii- 
tries ;ire c~irrcnt ly eviiluatirig tlic A(’-3 sys- 
tciii. The ir i t i l t icl i i i t i i icl audio l’orniiit l i a s  
a l s o  hccoiiic the dc- focto st;incl:irti for 
I ) V D  audio around the world. 

Vernon I c i i  I I O  doiibts why this ;iiidio 
coinpression method I ias  clone s o  wel l .  
Each point lie lixl to  make. wlictlier rclntccl 
to time iloiiiain. freq~icncy cloniain. o r  sig- 
nal  complex i ty .  was supported w i t h  an 
acoust ical  dcnionstrnt ion of the D o l b y  
I l i g i t n l  t echno logy .  For e x a m p l e ,  t h e  

Beethoven c l ip  wiis li)llowecl by tlic “mul- 
t imed ia ”  ve rs ion  a n d  t h e n  the D o l b y  
Digital version. The qu:intiz;ition noisc iii 
the iritiltimedia version was obvious while 

L I I I ~ ~ I I I ~ I - ~ S S ~ ~  “cr) ve rs ion ”  of ;I 
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the Dolby Digital version was clcan. 
Then, using other clips to demonstrate 

various points, Vernon playcd the uncom- 
pressed original, the Dolby Digital version, 
and then the difference version (compres- 
sion artifact noise signal without the mask- 
ing), which was doubled in level to make it 
all the more obvious. The secrct to audio 
compression is letting the noise corrupt the 
audio only where the audio is not heard. 

Various instruments present different 
challenges and Dolby Digital errs on the 
side of caution-lowering the quantization 
noise from somewhat less to much less 
than a listener can perceive. In addition to 
a “Five Easy Pieces” demo and the various 
special clips, two film clips werc also used 
to accentuate Vernon’s talk. 

This was the last time Vernon will be 
available, as he is very busy with engineer- 
ing work. However, Dolby Laboratories, 
Inc. has prepared a version of this presen- 
tation and has speakers that can present to 
other sections, with or without thc film 
clips. (The f i lm requires appropriately cer- 
tified theatrical acoustics.) If your section 
is interested, please contact Dolby 
L,aboratorics via c-mail at Dolby@ 
dolby.com. They nccd about 3 to 6 months 
to schedule a presentation.-Charles 
Hintz, (Past Chair), CSU-Hayward 

Toron to 
September 10,1998 

David Hunter, CTV, kicked o f f  SMPTE 
Toronto’s 1998-99 Section Meetings se;i- 
son with an open house at CTV’s Newsl. 
Newsl is a Canadian headline news spe- 
cialty service. Of special interest to the 100 
attending members was the implementa- 
tion of file servcr technology along with 
thc associatcd production methodology 
cniployed there. I n  the case of CTV’s 
Newsl, Tektronix Profile file servcrs are 
central to the operation and Huntcr started 
the evening with a presentation on the 
enginecring critcrion that was employed in 
thc design of the service. After the prescn- 
tation, the section was treated to some 
refreshments courtesy of CTV and a tour 
of the Newsl facilities. 

The meeting also marked the introduc- 
tion of Fred Benedikt as thc section’s new 
chair. Newly elected Board members 
include Randy Conrod, Lcitch 
Technologies, Bruce Cowan, City TV, 
Mike Demming, Sony o f  Canada, David 
Hunter, BatonKTV, Kogcr Keay, Rogers 
Co m i n  u n i cat i on s , Tony Me c ra k ke r , 
Magnetic North, and David Plant, Silicon 
Graphics of Canada. Carolyn Kinzie has 
also joined thc board as SMPTE Studcnt 
C h a ptc r Ad v i s o  r . Con t i n u  i n g wit t i  the 
Board will bc Tom Allwood, Deluxe 
Toronto Ltd., who will assume the position 
o f S e c rc t ar y /T  re a s u re r , Pa u I Tho m a s , 
Domc Audio Video and Effects, Reid 
Robertson, Pnnasonic Broadcast. Harvey 

Rogers, Alliance Broadcasting, Bruce 
Wisernan, Imagincering Ltd.. and Brad 
Fortner, Ryerson Polytechnic University. 
Loreto Leombruni, Kodak Canada, and 
Mark Ritchie, Heritagc Resourccs 
Associates, will re-join the Board in 
Special Advisor roles as will Walter 
Zessner as Membership Chair. 

Also recognized werc those who served 
with the section over the past few years. 
They included Michael Martin, Comlink 
Systems Inc., Chris Bell, TMN Networks 
Inc., Cord Harris, Imax Corp., John Quanz. 
Sony of Canada Ltd., and Diane 
Cappelletto, Kodak Canada Inc. Ed 
Holmes, Global Telcvision Network, who 
just completed serving as Toronto Section 
Chair, will remain on the Board as Past 
Chair, Toronto section. David Corlcy, 
DSC Laboratories, and Fung Lam, Sony of 
Canada, also sit on the Toronto Board. 

A special ceremony took place at the 
beginning of the meeting recognizing the 
contributions of both the SMPTE members 
and sponsors who took part in organizing 

and running the scries of SMPTE Toronto 
Expericnces. Rogcrs, who championed thc 
concept ,  recently steppcd down as  
Expericnce Chair. Rogers and Cappelletto 
managed to organize and run eight cxperi- 
cnces ovcr a six-year pcriod. ’I’opics of the 
Expericnce scrics includcd the Post 
Expcrience, the Tclevision Experience, thc 
Movie Experience, and the Non-Linear 
High-Definition Expcrience. 

Scction members recognizcd for their 
cfforts with individualizcd glass plaqucs 
includcd Cappellctto, Fortner, Morrison, 
Quast, Kitchie, Rogers, L,inda Grubb, 
Immad, John Howells, Sony of Canada,. 
Sponsors receiving glass plaqucs included 
Deluxe Toronto, IBM, Kodak Canada, 
Panasonic Canada, and Sony of Canada. 
Thc sponsors were recognized because of 
their ongoing support o f  the various 
SMPTE Expericnces throughout its six- 
year span.-Brad Fortner (Promotions 
Adviser), Rogers Communications Centre, 
Rycrson Polytechnical Univcrsity 

Books, Booklets, 
B roc h u res 
The Focal Encyclopedia of Electronic 

Media by Christopher Sterling is an nuthor- 
itative and comprchensive CD-ROM text 
directed to applications of electronic media 
technology. The text features over 4,000 
cntries from more than 50 leading expcrts 
offering comprchensive coverage of audio, 
video, TV, and computer bascd comtnuni- 
cations. Entry emphasis is placed on clear 
language, organization, illustrations, and 
case of usc. Applications, proccsses, defini- 
tions, and the use of cquipment are 
described in detail. Thc search and retrieval 
and cross-referencing functions of thc CD- 
KOM allows users to quickly locate infor- 
mation. With the query syntax and tools 
providcd to help anulyzc searchc results, 
users can quickly find needed information. 
Hypertext links throughout thc product 
point you to other locations where related 
information can be found. Illustrations, 
tables, and video and audio clips are also 
providcd to support the infomiation. 

Nemal Electronics International has 
published a 20-page catalog o f  cablc. con- 
nectors, and related products for broadcast 
applications. The catalog includes detailed 
engincering specifications on more than 
500 hundrcd items, together with tooling 
and application information. The catalog 
is availablc in print form and online at 
http://www.netnal.coni. For additional 
information or to request a copy, contact 
Nemal Electronics at (800) 522-2253, fax: 
(305) 895-8178. email: inl’o@ncninl.com. 

1 Calendar 

SMPTE Activities 

ORLANDO, FL-33rd SMPTE 
Advanced Motion Imaging Conference, 
Omni Roscn Hotel, F~hnrmry 2-5-27, 1999. 

SYDNEY, AUSTRALIA-SMPTE ’99, 
JUIY 1.3-16, 1999. 

NEW YORK, NY-14lst SMPTE 
Technical Conference & Exhibit, 
N o w w h ~ r  19-22. 1999. 

For more information on these and other 
SMPTE activities contact SMPTE 
Headquarters: (914) 761-1 100. Fax: (914) 
761-31 IS 

June 1999 

T V  Montreux I999 Internat ional  
Telcvision Symposium and Technical 
Exhibition, Montrcux Switzerland, Info: 
M o n t re u x I n  te r ti a t i o n a I T c  1 e v i s i o n 
Symposium and Technical Exhibition. 
P.O. Box 145 1, Kuc du Thcatre 5, CH- 
1x20 Montreux, tel: +41 21 963 32 20, 
fax: +41 21 963 88 51, e-mail: mes- 
sage @ s y in po s i a. c h, I n  t c r n e t : h t t p : // 
w w w . mon treux .c h/s y in posia . Jit tie IO- 
IS. I999 
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